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D  WILLIS,  LEMUEL,  b.ia02. 

284477  A  cemi -centennial  address,  delivcrod  ir.  t'r.j 

.97  Universalist  church,  Salem,  Mass.,  Thur.cdiy,  i 
August  4,  1859,  en  the  occasion  of  celebratir.g  | 
the  fiftieth  annivercary  of  the  dedicatiori  of  :r.  . 
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I  Salem,  Aug.  10,  1859. 

i  Rev.  Lemuel  Willis  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  At  the  final  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
for  celebrating  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Dedication  of  our  House  of 
Worship,  and  of  the  Installation  of  our  First  Pastor,  held  last  evening,  it  was 
unanimously  and  very  cordially 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  tendered  to  Ilcv.  Lemuel 
Willis,  for  his  interesting,  instructive  and  valuable  Semi-Centennial  Address, 
delivered  in  the  Universalist  Church  in  Salem,  on  Thursday  last ;  and  that  we 
respectfully  request  a  copy  thereof  for  publication. 

Attest,  CHARLES  W.  SWASEY,  Clerk. 

Warner,  N.  H.,  Aug.  15th,  1859. 

To  Charles  W.  Swasey  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  If  the  hastily  prepared  and  quite  imperfect  Discourse,  de- 
livered by  me  at  your  late  Semi-Centennial  Celebration,  is  thought  worthy  of 
being  preserved,  I  cheerfully  grant  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication. 

LEMUEL  WILLIS. 
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DISCOURSE. 


My  Christian  Friends: 

A  Half  Century  has  passed  away  since  this  noble 
Church  Edifice  was  erected  and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
the  Divine  Father;  and  since  he,  who  first  ministered  at  this 
altar,  was  here  inducted  into  the  sacred  office. 

And,  to-day  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  some  of  the 
descendants  of  them  who  assembled  within  these  walls  for 
the  first  time  fifty  years  ago,  to  j)arlicij)ate  in  the  unusual 
joy  of  that  great  occasion,  are  now  come  to  this  hallowed 
shrine,  with  many  others  —  a  few  of  whom  were  then  also 
present  —  to  join  in  the  appropriate  service  of  a  Semi-Cen- 
tennial  Celebration  of  the  glad  events  of  that  day,  and  to 
enjoy  a  pleasant  and  profitable  re-union. 

It  seems  fitting  that  the  children,  and  children's  children, 
of  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  in  our  Israel,  should  commemo- 
rate the  praiseworthy  zeal  and  Christian  firmness  which  dis- 
tinguished them  in  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  a  true  but 
unpopular  religion,  and  their  earnest  endeavors  after  the 
Christian  life. 

It  is  suitable  —  it  is  well  —  that  we  sometimes  pause  on 
our  life-journey,  and,  in  retrospect,  survey  the  landmarks  we 
have  passed,  recalling  to  mind  some  of  the  many  incidents 
of  our  sojourn,  that  our  spirits  may  be  refreshed  with  a  rec- 
ollection of  the  virtues  and  graces  of  our  fellow-travellers, 


and  those  who  Imve  preceded  us  ;  being  won  to  imitate  their 
excellences,  and  to  follow  them  in  so  far  as  thev  have  fol- 
lowed the  great  Exemplar  of  Christians. 

Hence,  great  events  and  important  epochs  in  the  history 
Df  nations,  peoples,  and  individuals,  have  been  commemora- 
ted, in  all  ages,  by  centennial,  semi-centemiial,  and  anniver- 
sary celebrations. 

•  It  seemed  a  duty  devolved  upon  you  not  to  ht  the  i)eriod 
jf  the  half  century*  of  your  existence,  as  a  religious  Society, 
pass  unnoticed  by  some  public  act  on  your  jjjirt.  And,  con- 
sequently, you,  in  your  wisdom,  have  judged  it  expedient  to 
idopt  measures  by  which  the  leading  facts  of  the  history  of 
he  origin,  growth,  and  present  condition  of  your  Society 
night  be  gathered  up,  so  that  your  children,  and  contempo- 
•aries.  and  generations  to  come,  might  know  what  your  pre- 
leccssors  have  done,  and  what  yourselves  have  accomplished, 
or  the  promotion  of  a  faitli  worthy  the  love  and  honor  of 
iiankind,  and  for  which  we  should  be  willing  to  labor  and 
vait. 

But,  really,  I  could  have  wished  that  some  one  better 
|ualified  than  myself  for  the  discharge  of  the  duty,  had  been 
lesignated  to  address  you,  here  and  now.  And  in  view  of 
he  imperfections  that  may  appear  in  this  Address  —  and  no 
loubt  tliey  are  many  —  it  may  be  due  to  your  speaker  to 
ay  that  since  he  received,  from  your  Committee  of  Arrange- 
'nents,  a  communication  of  your  wishes  in  regard  to  the  part 
ssigned  him  on  this  occasion,  a  great  press  of  business  and 
lany  cares  have  given  him  but  slight  opportunity  to  be  pre- 
lared  for  the  service  of  this  hour.  But,  as  in  former  years, 
vUeii,  as  your  pastor,  he  was  disposed  to  respond  to  your 
alls  to  serve  you,  as  best  he  could,  so  has  lie  now  done 

Contemplating  the  rapid  diti'usion  of  the  benign  principles 
f  the  Gospel,  and  the  progress  liberal  Christianity  has  made 
uring  the  last  fifty  years,  the  language  of  the  prophet  Isaiah 
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was  suggested  to  my  mind,  recorded  in  the  60th  chapter  and 
22d  verse  of  his  prophecy  : 

"A  LirrLE  ONE  SHALL  BECOME  A  THOUSAND,  AND  A  SMALL 
ONE  A  STRONG  NATION." 

Rapt  into  scenes  of  future  time,  the  old  prophet  beheld 
the  triumphs  and  glory  of  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men  ; 
and,  by  this  emphatic  uttercPhce,  has  expressed  a  law  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  having  effect  alike  in  the  domain  of  matter 
and  of  mind,  viz.:  the  principle  of  the  process  of  Growth. 

Nothing  is  more  true  than  that  vast  results  and  surprising- 
ly great  consequences  often  flow  from,  or  grow  out  of,  what 
appear  to  be  insignificant  and  inadequate  causes.  These 
great  results  and  consequences  often  have  small  beginnings. 
But  such  is  the  will  of  God.  lie  who  causes  the  lordly  oak 
to  be  evolved  from  the  tiny  acorn,  and  the  magnificent  Am- 
azon to  take  its  rise  away  up  among  the  tall  crags  and  rug- 
ged steeps  of  the  mighty  Andes,  —  where  it  is  only  a  little 
rill,  flowing  from  a  diamond-sparkling  spring,  —  has  so  ar- 
ranged the  affairs  of  His  kingdom  that  tlie  weak  things  of 
the  world  sliall  confound  the  things  that  are  mighty ;  that 
"  a  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a 
strong  nation." 

Would  we  look  abroad  in  community  for  illustrations  of 
this  principle,  we  should  find  every  dcj)artrnent  of  life 
thronged  with  them. 

For  example  ;  among  the  many  who  have  adorned  the 
walks  of  science  in  this  city,  your  own  Bowditck  stands 
nobly  forth  ;  and  among  your  merchant  i)rinccs,  you  de- 
light to  honor  the  memory  of  your  Fohrester,  Derby, 
Gray,  and  Peabody.  Moreover,  in  other  walks  of  life  we 
might  instance  many  noble  examples  of  such  as  have  arisen, 
by  their -own  earnest  endeavors  and  the  blessing  of  God, 
from  an  inconspicuous  and  lowly  condition,  to  high  position, 
great  power,  and  extensive  usefulness.    So  true  it  is  that 
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I'rom  small  beginnings,  and  under  unpromising  circumstances, 
we  yet  s'^e  magnificent  results  achieved. 

How  small  a  thing,  in  itself  considered,  gave  a  timely 
hint  to  the  comprehensive  mind  of  the  great  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, and  helped  him  to  form  a  true  conception  of  the  law 
of  gravitation  and  the  sublime  science  of  Astronomy  !  or 
how  trifling  a  matter  suj^gested,  to  the  quick  perception  of 
the  illustrious  George  Stevenson,  that  amazing  power  which 
is  turning  so  many  wheels  upon  land  and  water  all  over  the 
world,  to  aid  man  in  his  labors  and  travels  ! 

And  how  small  a  thing,  when  a  few  words,  uttered  by  an 
intelligent,  earnest  minded  woman  — whom  he  went  to  con- 
vert from  what  he  then  regarded  as  her  great  error — prepared 
the  way  for  John  Murray  to  see  his  theological  mistake, 
and  finally  to  become  a  steadfast  believer  in  the  ultimate 
salvation  of  the  entire  race  of  man.  And  what  amazing 
consequences  have  ensued,  and  shall  yet  ensue  to  the  world, 
from  the  result  of  that  interview  ! 

But  equally  small  was  the  circumstance,  and  alike  won- 
derful in  its  results,  that  caused  the  great  and  good  Elhanan 
Winchester  to  come  to  marvellous  light."  It  was  while 
he  was  an  eloquent  and  successful  preacher  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  near  tlie  close  of 
the  last  century,  that  a  small  volume,  entitled  "  The  Ever- 
lasting Gospel,"  by  Paul  Siogevolk,  a  German  theologian 
and  Universalist,  was  put  into  his  hands.  The  argument  of 
that  little  book  had  the  same  effect  upon  his  mind  that  the 
falling  of  the  apple  is  said  to  have  had  upon  the  mind  of 
Newton.  It  induced  a  new  train  of  thought  and  reasoning, 
and  led  the  understanding  to  rest  in  new  and  surprising 
views.  Winchester,  by  his  great  learning,  piety  and  elo- 
(luence,  caused,  in  a  few  years,  many  thousands,  by  his 
preaching  and  writings,  to  come  to  rest  in  the  soul-satisfying 
belief  of  the  final  universal  Restoration  of  all  fallen  inlelli- 
gcnces. 
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The  doctriiTG  of  tfie  law  of  growtli,  as  taught  by  the  pro- 
phet, was  strikingly  verified  in  the  history  of  the  rise,  growth, 
and  ultimate  greatness,  of  the  Hebrew  Comm6nwealth  ;  and 
even  more  so,  in  tiie  commencement,  progress  and  diffusion 
of  Christianity.  Its  Divine  Author  fitly  represented  his 
kingdom  —  his  religion  —  in  its  beginning,  growth,  and  final 
greatness,  by  the  mustard  seed,  —  the  smallest  of  seeds  when 
sown,  but,  when  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among  herbs  and 
becomes  a  tree,  so  that  even  the  birds  of  heaven  may  come 
and  lodge  in  its  branches. 

Several  Protestant  sects  have  arisen  into  existence  and 
power,  wliose  history  further  illustrates  our  subject.  Among 
these,  I  will  instance  the  Methodist  denomination,  and  our 
own. 

It  is  but  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  since 
the  renowned  founders  of  this  sect  conunenced,  what  we 
may  justly  denominate,  that  great  movement  in  establishing 
and  s[)reading  abroad,  very  widely,  the  faith  that  distin- 
guishes this  numerous  Christian  people.  By  their  eloquence, 
zeal  and  perseverance,  they  won  many  converts  to  their  reli- 
gion ;  still,  in  our  day,  we  see  how  a  little  one  has  become  a 
thousand  — nay,  millions.  This  vast  body  of  believers,  like 
every  other  sect  that  has  arisen,  has,  no  doubt,  had  an  im- 
portant mission  in  behalf  of  the  moral  and  s{)iritual  advance- 
ment of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  in  the  world.  Whitfield 
and  Wesley  were  providential  men.  The  same  is  true  of 
Murray,  Winchester,  and  Ballon.  Ti>ese  seem  to  have  been 
God-sent,  and  hence  their  preaching  was  attended  by  the 
spirit's  power  in  a  high  degree. 

But  these  workmen  are  dead,  whilst  their  work  remains 
and  speaks  to  us  and  the  world.  Their  memory  will  be 
blest ;  and  though  these  our  Fathers  were  persecuted  and 
charged  with  being  the  enemies  of  true  religion,  they  were 
really  as  honest,  as  truly  sincere,  and  loved  their  Master's 
religion  as  well,  as  any  others  who  have  claimed  to  be  called 
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his  ministers.  And  it  is  now  too  late  in  tlie  19th  century 
for  Catholics'  to  condemn  Protestants,  or  Protestants  one 
another,  as  being  insincere  and  disloyal  to  daty,  because 
they  dissent  from  long  established  opinions.  They  should 
cease  to  impugn  each  otiiers  motives  and  to  call  one  another 
by  hard  names. 

The  last  fifty  years  !  How  -  wonderful  the  history  of  the 
world  has  been  during  that  period  !  —  how  crowded  with 
great  events,  great  discoveries  and  vast  improvements,  that 
will  distinguish  this  age  of  the  world  as  the  most  important 
in  the  annals  of  the  race.  What  a  change,  —  what  a  pro- 
gress in  the  religious  world,  in  regard  to  the  tendency  of  the 
views  and  sentiments  of  Christians  generally  towards  true 
liberality,  towards  the  far-reaching  sympathy  and  world-em- 
bracing charity  of  tlie  gospel  !  And,  I  will  add,  how  grati- 
fying, and  full  of  hope  for  the  future,  has  been  the  growth 
of  our  own  denomination  at  large,  and  especially  in  this  old 
County  of  Essex,  since  the  time  this  church  was  built  and 
set  apart  to  the  service  of  God  and  his  truth  ! 

In  speaking  of  the  progress  of  our  faith,  during  the  last 
fifty  years,  in  this  Country  and  in  Europe,  I  can  not  go  into 
detail.  We  do  not  claim  to  be  as  numerous  as  the  Metho- 
dists, the  Baptists,  or  the  Orthodox  Congregationalists.  We 
are  not  so  old  as  they  are.  But  we  now  claim,  what  is,  in- 
deed, conceded  to  us,  that,  among  the  several  principal  de- 
nominations in  the  United  States,  ours  ranks  as  the  sixth  in 
point  of  numbers.  We  believe,  and  are  sure,  that  our  peo- 
ple will  advance  in  numerical  and  spiritual  strength; — that 
our  cause  will  run  and  be  glorified  iti  the  years  and  genera- 
tions to  come.  We  trust  that,  while  they  shall  do  what 
they  can  for  the  cause  of  good  learning,  in  establishing  and 
fostering  colleges  and  schools  for  the  dissemination  of  secu- 
lar and  theological  knowledge,  —  and  while  they  shall  build 
churches  and  worship  in  them,  they  will  make  progress  in 
the  divine  life  ;  then  will  our  people  prosper,  as  a  Christian 
sect,  as  they  ought. 
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I  will  inw  proceed  to  direct  attention  to  the  rise  and  pros- 
perity of  our  faith  in  this  county,  and  speak  more  especially 
of  the  history  of  this  Society  —  noticing  its  Origin,  its 
successive  Pastors ,  its  Growth,  and  present  Condition. 

Though  Salem  had  always  ranked  as  an  important,  if  not 
the  most  important  place  in  this  county,  in  point  of  wealth 
and  business,  if  not  in  population,  yet  it  was  not  here  that 
Universalism  was  first  promulgated  in  the  county.  In  that 
old  and  beautiful  town  of  Gloucester  there  was  a  Society  of 
ardent  Universalists,  formed  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
—  a  year  before.  It  was  composed  of  some  of  its  most 
opulent  and  influential  citizens.  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to 
our  subject,  to  remark  tliat  it  was  a  slight  circumstance  that 
served  to  introduce,  originally,  the  faith  we  hold  into  that 
town. 

A  copy  of  Relly's  Union,  brought  from  England  by  a 
man  who  had  come  to  reside  in  that  place,  found  its  way 
into  a  family  by  the  name  of  Sargent  —  then  one  of  the 
most  inlluential  in  the  town.  It  was  read  with  avidity  and 
much  profit,  —  as  a  God-send,  —  by  its  intelligent  members, 
and  finally  by  others,  who  came  in  and  read  it  with  them, 
till  the  spark  that  had  taken  efi'ect  here  was  being  kindled  to 
aflame.  And  hence,  Mr.  Murray  —  "the  cliild  of  Provi- 
dence," as  he  regarded  himself,  and  as  events  in  his  life  in- 
dicated—  after  he  had  preached  in  many  of  the  Atlantic 
cities  and  towns  between  Philadelphia  and  Portsmouth, 
N.  II.,  was  invited  to  preach  to  them  of  "  the  fulness  of  the 
blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God."  His  visit  to 
that  ancient  town  was  early  in  November,  1774. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that,  wlien  it  became  publicly 
known  that  he  was  to  preach  to  the  people  there,  certain 
persons,  moved  by  the  mob  spirit,  conspired  together  to  sup- 
press, if  possible,  this  doctrine  at  once.  They  resolved  on 
doing  what  would  have  been  a  great  indignity  and  cruelty  to 
Mr.  Murray.    But  the  leader  in  this  unworthy  movement 
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found  his  heart  faUing  him,  and  he  wisely  concluded  he 
could  not  do  so  dastardly  an  act.  Like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  he 
was  brought  to  inquire  what  is  duty  and  what  is  truth ;  and 
soon  to  become  the  true  friend  and  able  advocate  of  the  very 
religion  he  once  would  have  destroyed.  He  afterwards,  and 
for  many  years,  loved  and  revered  Mr.  Murray  and  his  reli- 
gion, as  sacredly  as  he  had  hated  them  intensely  before.  I 
refer  to  the  late  Col.  William  Pearce.  T  have  often  heard 
this  venerable  Christian  man  tell  the  story,  and  weep  as  he 
dwelt  upon  the  memory  of  the  saintly  Murray. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  there  was  a  congregation  of 
Universalists,  banded  together  in  Gloucester,  supporting  and 
enjoying  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Murray,  and  others,  several 
years  before  the  first  meeting  was  holden  in  Salem,  that  the 
gospel  of  impartial  grace  might  be  preached  to  the  people 
here.  It  appears  that  a  man  named  Samuel  Smith  made 
an  appointment  to  preach  at  the  Court  House,  some  time  in 
the  year  1804.  This  notice  was  the  occasion  of  bringing 
together  a  considerable  number  of  truth-seekers,  who  thus 
had  an  opportunity  to  make  knov/n,  one  to  another,  their 
sympathies,  and,  also,  their  wishes  in  relation  to  future  ope- 
rations. 

We  are  told  that  tliese  early  friends  of  our  Zion  in  this 
place  held  their  meetings  at  each  otiier's  houses,  and  that 
they  came  together  prayerfully  and  with  true  brotherly  affec- 
tion. At  length  a  meeting  was  appointed  at  the  Hall  of  the 
dwelling  house  of  the  late  Deacon  Nathaniel  Froth ing- 
ham,  on  Lynde  street,  at  which  Mr.  Murray  was  to  preach. 
Father  Frothingham  —  that  truly  Ciiristian  man,  so  recently 
gone  from  your  midst  —  1  would  incidentally  remark,  had 
become  an  intelligent  and  happy  Universalist,  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  before  tliis,  by  listening  to  the  irresistible 
eloquence  of  Mr.  Murray  in  Boston  ;  for  he  was  settled  in 
that  city  as  early  as  1786,  being  succeeded  in  Gloucester, 
eventually,  by  the  late  Father  Jones.    That  was,  from  what 
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I  have  lieard  of  it,  a  happy,  a  pentecostal  occasion,  to  those 
who  were  assembled  at  that  time  in  Father  Frothingham^s 
Hall.  Many  of  them  heard,  for  the  first  time,  the  never  to 
be  forgotten  teachings  of  that  friendly,  feeling,  faithful  min- 
ister of  Christ.  No  doubt  they  said  in  spirit,  if  not  by  words, 
as  did  the  apostles  of  the  Savior  at  the  transfiguration  : — 
"  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here." 

But  there  was  a  different  spirit,  from  that  which  pervaded 
this  band  of  sincere  worshippers  of  the  God  of  love,  rife  in 
the  public  at  large ;  for  the  next  morning  it  was  rumored, 
and  told  in  the  streets  of  Salem,  that  Mr.  Murray  had 
preached  in  Mr.  Frotliingham's  Hall  the  evening  before  ; 
and  the  first  thing  they  did  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting 
was  to  burn  the  Bible !  "  This  report,  as  true  as  many 
others  told  and  believed  among  the  prejudiced,  no  doubt  was 
credited  by  some,  perhaps  many,  at  that  time.  But  that  old 
Bible,  which  Mr.  Murray  then  used,  and  from  whose  inspi- 
rations he  drew  as  from  the  welling  fountains  of  eternal  life, 
is  retained  as  an  heir-loom  in  the  family  of  the  late  Deacon 
Frothingham,  and  none  the  worse  for  any  thing  that  hap- 
pened to  it  on  tliat  memorable  occasion. 

From  this  period  until  the  completion  of  the  church,  the 
friends  here  were  favored,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  labors 
of  Murray,  Barnes,  Jones,  Ballou,  and  Turner,  and  held 
their  meetings  in  Concert  Hall.  Mr.  Ballou  came  down 
from  Barnard,  Vt.,  and  officiated  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  this  sacred  edifice,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1808,*  and 
Mr.  Turner  became  a  resident  here,  some  time  subsequent 
to  that  when  the  corner  stone  was  laid,  but  during  that  year, 
with  the  understanding  that  his  Installation  over  the  Society 
should  take  place  on  the  same  day  of  the  Dedication  of  the 
new  church. 

Approaching  now  the  events  we  this  day  especially  cele- 
brate, and  ere  I  present  the  scenes  of  the  occasion  before 
your  mental  vision,  —  I  deem  it  not  unappropriate  to  state 
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we  find  the  names  of  seventy-one  men  who  were  asso- 
3d  in  this  excellent  entdprise,  and  who  became  original 
Drietors  of  this  house.*  And  here  let  it  be  said  that  it 
ild  be  exceedingly  gratifying,  if  we  had  a  list,  too,  of  the 
les  of  those  noble  Christian  women  —  and  there  have 
ays  been  many  such  in  this  congregation  —  who  did  their 
'share  in  aiding  the  cause  of  truth  in  those  days.  But 
r  record  is  in  heaven. 

Lmong  those  early  friends  of  our  Zion  there  doubtless  are 
:ies  of  Christian  men  and  estimable  citizens  who  worship- 
i  at  this  altar  and  walked  these  streets  for  years,  of  whom 
a  few,  of  all  who  are  here  to-day,  ever  heard.  They 
e  nearly  all  passed  on  to  the  spirit  life.    Remaining  on 
th  there  are  but  four  of  that  number,  and  three  of  these 
sed  to  be  proprietors  here  years  ago.    But  one  worthy 
ne  of  that  noble  band  of  Christian  friends,  stands  as  at  the 
t.   I  refer  to  Col.  Perley  Putnam.    This  venerable  gen- 
man,  known  to  almost  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
s  city,  and  esteemed  as  one  of  its  best  and  most  useful 
izens,  and  who  has  proved  himself  a  most  exemplary  and 
nctual  member  of  this  Society  for  the  last  half  century, 
J  more,  is  yet  alive,  and  is  here  with  us  to-day  ;  and  — 
nakes  me  sud  to  say  it  —  he  is  the  only  surviving  propri- 
>r,  who  has  remained  one  till  now,  of  all  that  long  list  of 
mes  who  contributed  to  build  and  own  this  church  at  the 
5t.    His  be  the  blessing  of  grey  hairs  found  in  the  way  of 
;hteousness. 

Here  let  it  be  said,  there  are  three  other  men,  of  the  list 
seventy-one  names  who  were  originally  proprietors, 
>w  living  in  the  city,  viz  :  —  Gilbert  IVewhall,  Benjamin 
3X,  and  William  Roberts  ;  but  these  ceased  to  be  proprie- 
rs  several  years  ago,  though,  I  believe,  they  all  retain  the 
me  blessed  faith  which  they  held  when  they  aided  in  build- 
g  this  house.    Two  of  these  aged  and  worthy  men,  I  see 
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before  me  lliis  morning.  I  refer  to  Benjamin  Cox  and  Wil- 
liam Roberts,  Esqs.  Tfiey  will  allow  me  to  congratulate 
them  that  their  lives  have  been  prolonged  so  many  yearSj 
and  that  they  have  lived  to  see  and  be  present  on  this  occa- 
sion, so  interesting  to  many  hearts.  'God's  blessing  be  upon 
them,  and  on  those  other  survivors  of  that  band  of  brethren 
who  joined  in  the  undertaking  to  erect  this  house  of  prayer 
and  praise. 

One  thing  more  in  this  connection,  and  we  shall  pass  on. 
It  is  this :  It  was  not  long  a  day  of  small  things  with  this 
Society,  after  they  addressed  themselves  to  the  work  of  pro- 
viding themselves  with  a  place  of  Christian  worship.  They 
were  strong  in  numbers,  strong  in  pecuniary  means,  and 
strong  in  faith  and  hope.  They  built  for  themselves,  and 
those  who  should  come  after  tiiem,  such  a  house  as  they 
thought  their  wants  demanded,  and  they  were  able  to  have. 
Hence  this  temple  of  religious  devotion  and  culture  arose 
on  its  strong  foundations.  It  was  a  worthy  monument  of 
their  well-directed  zeal,  and  earnest  love  of  the  ordinances 
of  God's  worship. 

We  now  come  to  the  Dedication  of  this  spacious,  and,  at 
lhat  time,  elegant  and  costly  church.  The  service  on  that 
occasion  must  have  been  intensely  interesting.  This  large 
place  was  crowded  with  eager  listeners.  Here  was  John 
Murray,  at  that  time  aged  and  infirm.  He  made  the  Prayer 
of  Dedication  :  and  what  a  Prayer  !  Oh  that  it  had  been 
written  out  by  some  hand  and  preserved  with  its  holy  unc- 
tion !    It  is  said  to  have  melted  every  heart  present. 

Here,  too,  was  Ilosea  Ballou,  in  the  full  strength  of  his 
great  powers,  and  bearing  upon  him  the  freshness  of  well- 
developed  manhood. 

Here,  also,  was  Edward  Turner,  the  eloquent  preacher, 
and  the  candidate  for  Installation.  Moreover,  here  were 
Thomas  Jones,  Sebastian  Streetcr,  Nathaniel  Smith,  and 
George  Richards.    The  last  mentioned  was  the  impassioned 
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preacher  of  the  o^xasion."  His  text  was: — "  The  feast  of 
dedication.''  St.  John,  x,  22  *  The  d  iscourse  was  pub- 
lished, and  was  rapturous,  in  its  sentiment  and  tone,  and 
lofty  in  its  style  ;  but  it  is  said  to  have  lost  many  of  its  charms 
in  passing  through  the  press.  It  was  to  them  who  heard  it 
like  a  torrent  of 

"Linked  sweetness  long  drawn  out." 

A  thrilling  incident  occurred  in  the  delivery  of  this  dis- 
course, that  served  greatly  to  heighten  the  interest  of  the 
:scene.  Mr.  Richards  having  a  presentiment  —  and  wiiich 
proved  true  —  that  he  might  never  again  meet  with  these 
loved  brethren  in  the  ministry  upon  earth,  —  being  about  to 
leave  New  England  and  go  to  reside  as  a  minister  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  in  those  days  was  a  great  way  oft',  —  as  he 
drew  near  the  close  of  his  long  discourse,  turned  himself 
round  to  Father  Murray,  seized  his  hand,  and  cried  out  in 
the  language  of  Elisha  to  the  ascending  Elijah:  "Mi/ 
Father !  my  Father !  —  77/e  chariot  of  our  Israel  and  the 
horsemen  thereof^'  The  salutation  was  so  sudden  and  un- 
expected, and  Father  Murray's  strength  had  been  so  much 
impaired  by  age  and  sickness,  that  he  shook  with  emotion 
while  the  speaker  continued  his  rapturous  address.  And 
when  he  had  pronounced  an  aflectionate  farewell  to  all  the 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  present,  he,  lifting  both  hands  to- 
wards lieaven,  said,  in  solemn  address  to  Deity  :  "Arise,  O 
Lord,  thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength,  and  enter 
INTO  thy  rest."!  Thus  was  consecrated  this  house  of  praise 
and  prayer,  to  God  and  the  highest  culture  of  the  soul. 

This  Christian  Tabernacle,  so  amiable  to  many  hearts, 
then  set  apart  to  religious  worship  and  progress,  has  become 
one  of  the  oldest  in  this  city  of  noble  churches.  There  are 
but  two  that  are  older,  viz. :  tlie  First  Baptist  and  the  South 
churches.    The  rest  have  all  been  built  since  this  was  erect- 

*See  the  Reprint,  begiuuiug  the  Appendix, 
t  Whitteinore's  Life  of  Ballou,  vol.  1,  p.  302. 


"15 

ed.  The  church  stands  firm  in  its  strength  and  interior 
beauty  ;  and  so  may  it  stand,  as  an  open  gate  of  heaven, 
generations  and  centuries  to  come.  But  all  that  highly  gift- 
ed group  of  Ciiristian  preachers  who  were  present  on  that 
occasion,  have  passed  within  the  veil,  Father  Sebastian 
Streeter  alone  excepted.  He  yet  lives  ;  strong  in  faith,  giv^ 
ing  glory  to  God.* 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  Dedication,  the  solemn 
services  of  Installation  took  place,  in  the  order  as  follows  :  — 

Introductory  Prayer  by  Rev.  Thomas  Jones  ;  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Hosea  Ballou  ;  Call  and  Acceptance  read  by  Rev. 
George  Richards  ;  Installing  Prayer  by  Rev.  Ilosea  Ballou  ; 
Presentation  of  the  Scriptures  by  Rev.  George  Richards; 
Charge  by  Rev.  John  Murray  ;  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship 
by  Rev.  George  Richards ;  Concluding  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Sebastian  Streeter ;  Address  and  Benediction  by  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Turner. 

The  Sermon,  on  this  solemn  occasion,  by  Father  Ballou, 
was  excellent.  His  text  was  1st.  Cor.  iv,  2  :  — "  Moreover, 
it  is  required  in  stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faithful.'' 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner  was  now  duly  installed  as  the  pastor  of 
this  Society.  He  retained  his  connection  with  it  till  June 
1st,  1814,  when  he  thought  it  ex[)edient  to  accept  a  call  to 
assume  the  pastorate  of  the  Universalist  Society  in  Charles- 
town. 

His  dignity  and  amenity  of  manners  ;  his  purity  of  life  ; 
his  strong,  yet  beautiful  style  of  language,  joined  to  good 
natural  talents  and  altaimncnts,  made  him  an  engaging  and 
useful  minister.  Of  him  it  miglit  be  said,  as  it  was  "of 
another : — 

"  lie  allured  to  brighter  worlds  and  led  the  way." 

He  attained  to  good  old  age,  retaining  strongly  and  joy- 
fully his  faith  in  the  final  universal  triumphs  of  Divine  Grace  ; 
though  he  was  identified  with  the  Unitarian  denomination 

".See  Kote  J),  §1. 
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the  last  years  of  his  life.    But  there  was  no  change  of  reli- 
gious sentiment  with  him.    He  changed  his  ministerial  rela- 
tions in  consequence  of  his  finding  more  sympathy  with  the 
Unitarian  Christians  than  with  some  Universahsts,  in  regard 
\    to  his  views  of  future  punishment.     He  diflbred  with  Mr. 
l'    Ballou  on  this  point,  and  held  a  discussion  with  him  in  1817, 
1    upon  the  question  whether  all  punishment  for  sin  is  limited 
I    to  tliis  life.    He  took  the  negative,  and  Mr.  Ballou  the  affirm- 
j    ative.     The  question  was  ably  discussed,  leaving  the  dis- 
j    putants  confirmed  in  their  respective  views,  and,  no  doubt, 
with  a  degree  of  alienation  towards  each  other.    It  is  thought 
that  they  never  afterwards  felt  towards  each  other  that  broth- 
erly affection,  which  they  mutually  entertained  at  the  period 
of  Mr.  Turner's  installation,  and  for  eight  years  subsequent 
to  that  time.    Up  to  the  year  1817,  it  was  not  known  that 
they  disagreed  at  all  in  relation  to  this  question.    Then  Mr. 
Ballou  assumed  the  ground  that  he  afterwards  held  during 
his  long  and  useful  life. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  died  at  West  Roxbury,  Jan.  Sdth, 
1853,  aged  76  years. 

In  the  providence  of  God,  his  successor,  in  the  ministry 
here,  was  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou.  He  was  installed  June  18th, 
1815,  and  closed  his  labors  with  this  people  Oct.  12th,  1817. 
His  stay  here  was  short,  though  he  and  his  friends  had 
^  indulged  strong  hopes  of  a  long  and  prosperous  connection 
between  him  and  them.  He  brought  to  the  work  he  had 
assumed  his  great  ability  as  a  preacher,  to  which  was  added 
the  prestige  of  popularity  that  had  preceded  him.  He  was 
distinguished  as  a  clear  and  conclusive  rcasoner,  and  had 
great  power  to  move  the  feelings  of  the  heart  when  he  was 
disposed  so  to  do.  Rut,  notwithstanding  all  these  advanta- 
ges, and  others  that  might  be  named,  he  became  at  length 
somewhat  discouraged,  on  account  of  certain  impediments 
in  his  way  to  success  as  the  pastor  of  this  Society.  The 
disastrous  effects  of  the  late  war  of  1812-'15  had  been 
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severely  frit  by  many  cilizens  of  Salem  ;  and  this  circum- 
stance aftected  this  Society,  and  others  in  the  place,  unfavor- 
ably. And,  while  being  thus  disheartened  in  consequence 
of  the  state  of  things  with  which  he  found  himself  surround- 
ed, and  having  received  a  pressing  invitation  to  remove  to 
Boston  to  lake  charge  of  the  Society  worshipping  in  the  new 
Universalist  church  in  School  street,  he  asked  and  received 
dismission  from  this  people. 

In  Boston,  where  a  wider  sf)here  of  action  was  opened  to 
him,  and  as  the  impediments  he  met  with  while  here  were 
not  in  the  way,  he  was  greatly  prosperous.  He  made  his 
influence  for  good  to  be  widely  felt.  No  one,  probably,  has 
done  more  than  did  he  in  aiding  the  minds  of  thousands  to 
come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  God.  His  name  was 
revered  and  venerated  while  he  lived,  and  unborn  genera- 
tions will  rise  up  to  bless  his  memory.  June  7th,  1852,  it 
was  uttered  as  a  lamentation  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  "  Fath- 
er Ballou  is  dead  /"    His  age  was  81  years. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ballou  was  succeeded  in  the  sacred  office  here 
by  Rev.  Joshua  Flagg.  Mr.  Flagg  was  settled  Dec.  7, 
1817,  and  continued  his  ministerial  relations  with  this  Church 
and  Society  till  March  1st,  1820. 

In  many  respects  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
talents.  In  addition  to  a  fine  personal  appearance,  he  had 
a  ready  address,  and  performed  the  devotional  parts  of  pub- 
lic worsliij)  with  much  ability  and  etfect.  He  was  especially 
gifted  in  prayer.  And  though  he  seemed  to  have  a  heart  in 
sympathy  with  all  that  was  good,  yet,  like  his  immediate 
j)redeccssor,  he  was  met  by  circumstances  that  hindered  his 
success  as  tiie  pastor  of  this  people. 

He  is  still  living  in  Dana,  Mass.,  at  tiie  advanced  age  of 
82,  and  rejoices  in  the  hopes  of  tiiat  religion  which  he  taught 
many  years,  and  which  was  always  his  support  and  joy  in 
the  trials  of  his  life.  We  should  have  been  happy  to  liave 
met  and  greeted  him  on  this  occasion  ;  but  his  infirmities 
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would  not  admit  of  the  journey,  and  we  must  wait  still  long? 
er  to  meet  him  ! 

Rev.  Mr.  Flagg  was  followed  by  llev.  IUhzillai  Street- 
ER.  He  commenced  his  stated  ministry,  June  1st,  1820, 
was  installed  the  9th  of  August  following,  and  left  his  pas- 
torate September  20th,  1824.  • 

Like  his  justly  revered  l)rothers — Sebastian  and  Russel 
Streeter  —  he  had  fine  powers  of  mind,  and  i)Ossessed  many 
qualifications  necessary  for  a  public  sj)eaker.  But  not  like 
them  did  he  have  a  heart  deei)ly  imbued  with  a  love  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  The  work  of  the  Christian  Pastor  did  not 
seem  to  have  the  highest  place  in  his  regards;  else  lie  might 
have  achieved  success  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  But  he 
gave  up  this  profession,  soon  after  he  withdrew  from  his 
relations  with  this  Society,  and  assumed  that  of  the  Law. 
He  resides  at  Mechanics  Falls,  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Rev.  Seth  Stetson  *  succeeded  then  to  the  pastorship 
of  this  Church  and  Society.  He  came  June  1st,  1825,  and 
was  your  minister  till  March  23d,  1828.  And  it  is  due  to 
him  that  it  be  said  —  though  he  is  present  with  us  to-day  — 
he  was  a  good  man,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  Christian 
Pastor  with  great  fidelity.  But  owing  to  some  untoward 
circumstances,  that  annoyed  him  and  hindered  his  success 
as  your  minister,  he  was  induced,  after  serving  you  about 
three  years,  to  tender  his  resignation  and  seek  another  field 
of  labor.  His  liome  is  in  Brunswick,  Me.  His  heart  is  yet 
alive  to  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  he  proclaims 
them  in  love  to  his  fellow-men  —  often  walking  eight  or  ten 
miles  to  his  appointments.  He  is,  as  you  see  him  to-day, 
in  a  vigorous  old  age  ;  and  it  is  like  a  benediction  to  look 
upon  the  countenance  of  this  Father  in  our  Israel,  beaming 
as  it  does  with  the  joys  of  the  heaven  which  his  hopes 
anticipate.  ' 

I  come  now  to  notice  the  [)astorate  of  one  of  your  minis- 

"  *See  Note  D,  §2. 
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ters,  oi"  wliom  I  should  much  prefer  some  other  one  than 
myself  should  speak.*  But  as  it  is  necessary,  to  a  connected 
history  of  your  successive  Pastors,  that  something  should  be 
said  with  regard  to  my  connection  with  you,  my  dear 
friends,  —  I  will,  therefore,  ask  your  indulgence  while  I  may 
recall  to  your  recollection  a  few  facts  in  relation  to  my  resi- 
dence and  ministry  in  Salem. 

I  came  as  the  immediate  successor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stetson. 
My  first  appointment  here  was  on  the  3d  Sabbatli  in  Decem- 
ber, 1828  ;  my  Installation  took  place  on  the  25th  of  March 
following ;  and  I  closed  my  labors  with  you  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  May,  the  2()th,  18:37. 

I  was  a  young  man  when  1  accepted  the  call  to  become 
your  minister.  I  had  not  the  advantages  of  superior  gifts 
and  attainments,  like  some  of  my  i)rcdecessors  here  ;  but  — 
I  may  say  it  without  boasting —  I  did  resolve,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  on  my  endeavors,  and  the  hearty  and  })ersistent 
co-operation  of  the  IViends  of  Zion  here,  to  win  prosperity, 
if  possible,  for  this  Churchf  and  Society.  The  results  of  our 
striving  together  for  the  advancement  of  our  cause,  you  very 
well  know.  A  good  degree  of  pros[)erily  was  enjoyed  by 
you  as  a  religious  Society,  during  tlie  period  1  had  the  happy 
j)rivilege  to  be  your  Pastor.  The  Society,  weakened  by  one 
and  another  cause,  tlirough  several  of  the  preceding  pasto- 
rates, now  became  strong.  The  tide,  which  had  been  ebb- 
ing for  several  years,  at  this  time  began  to  turn  ;  and  we 
live  to  see  the  diiy  v/hen  a  full  tirle  of  prosperity  is  enjoyed 
by  this  large  congregation. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  the  Sabbath  School  which  I  in- 
stituted, with  some  difliculty,  on  the  first  Sabbatli  in  May, 
1829, — and  which,  by  the  way,  was  the  first,  in  our  denom- 
ination, this  side  of  Boston,  and  the  third  known  to  exist 
among  Universalists,  —  is  now  flourishifig  greatly,  and  prom- 
ising to  be  the  means  of  great  moral  and  spiritual  good  to 

]S'utc  I),  §3.  I  .Set'  Note  E. 
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this  Society  and  Church,  as  well  as  personally  to  those  beau- 
tiful children,  who  are  thus  brought  under  the  influence  of 
true  Christian  nurture.  The  prospering  smile  of  the  God  of 
love  rest  upon  it !  * 

Twenty-two  years  have  passed  away,  since,  moved  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  my  family,  I  reluctantly  asked  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  charge  t  had,  in  entire  peace  and  liarnTony, 
held  for  more  than  eight  years.  During  all  the  years  since 
my  departure  from  among  you,  —  with  one  exco|)tion,  and 
then  your  adversity  was  but  for  a  short  season,  —  you  have 
been  a  prosperous,  united,  and  happy  people.  And  during 
all  this  time,  I  have  not  ceased  to  declare  the  wliole  counsel 
of  God,  as  we  understand  it  ;  and  hope  to  die  with  my 
armor  on.  My  faith  does  not  grow  weak  with  years,  but 
has  gained  strength  by  confirmations  many,  I  doubt  not  it 
is  founded  in  truth,  and  will  stand. 

My  successor  in  this  place  was  Rev.  Matthew  Hale 
Smith.  He  commenced  to  preach  here  some  time  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1837.  On  the  7th  of  January, 
1838,  the  Proprietors  invited  him  to  become  their  Pastor, 
which  invitation  he  accepted,  and  began  his  staled  ministry 
forthwith  ;  but  his  installation  was  deferred  until  the  6th  of 
June  following,  the  day  the  Massachusetts  Convention  of 
Universalists  held  their  annual  session  in  Salem.  He  was 
dismissed  April  5th,  1840. 

He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  talents  as  a  })ublic 
speaker  ;  and,  had  he  possessed  a  well-balanced  mind,  he 
might  have  been  an  exceedingly  useful  minister.  The  first 
part  of  his  pastorate  in  Salem  was  as  prosperous  as  the  lat- 
ter part  would  have  been  disastrous  to  both  Church  and 
Society,  had  you  not,  as  a  people,  been  more  disposed  to 
follow  Christ  than  any  other  leader.  He  no  longer  preaches 
the  doctririe  he  taught  the  people  while  your  pastor,  and 
which  he  twice  renounced  while  in  Salem.    His  home  is  in 

*  See  Note  F. 
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the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  attends  to  professional  busi- 
ness, sometimes  as  a  Lawyer,  and  sometimes  as  a  clergyman. 

Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  followed  in  the  ministry  here  by  Rev. 
Linus  S.  Everett.  He  was  installed  May  12th,  1841,  and 
dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  April  12th,  1846. 

He  wielded  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  was  a  good 
speaker.  He  was  genial  in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends. 
Moreover,  he  was  active  and  devoted  as  a  Pastor,  and,! 
doubt  not,  tills  Society  reahzed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity 
under  his  energetic  ministry.  He  was  somewhat  visionary 
always,  and,  sometimes,  indulged  in  day-dreams  not  promo- 
tive of  his  own  or  the  welfare  of  others.  He  is  now  residing 
in  some  part  of  the  great  West;  but  whether  he  is  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  an  editor,  or  engaged  in  public  speaking,  or 
botli,  I  can  not  affirm. 

To  him  succeeded  Rev.  Ebenezer  Fisher.*  He  was 
installed  on  the  4lh  of  May,  1847,  and,  in  consequence  of 
ill  health,  resigned  the  pastorship  of  this  Society  on  the  7th 
of  October,  1853. 

He  was  a  sound  and  discreet  man  and  minister.  His  well 
stored  mind,  —  and  here  1  trust  I  am  telhng  him  and  you 
no  news,  —  was  clear  and  comprehensive  in  its  views  and 
conclusions  ;  and  this,  joined  to  a  heart  richly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Master's  religion,  made  him  a  useful  minis- 
ter of  the  Lord  Jesus.  He  bore  away,  as  he  shared  while 
connected  with  this  Society  and  Church,  their  strong  and 
lasting  Christian  regards.  Our  best  wishes  attend  hirn  in 
his  new  relation  and  sphere,  as  Professor  of  Theology  in  the 
Theological  School  in  Canton,  New  York,  wliere  we  earn- 
estly pray  he  may  put  forth  his  power  and  accomplish 
much  good  for  the  Church  and  the  world. 

And,  finally.  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Sumner  Ellis-I    He  commenced  his  stated  ministry  here 

*See  Note  D,  §4.  t  See  Note  D,  §5. 
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h  the  1st  of  January,  1854  ;    was  installed  on  the  1st  of 

■ebruary  succeeding,  and  closed  his  ministry  in  this  place 

Jeptember  1st,  1858. 
Young  and  ambitious,  with  energy  of  character  and  good 

Lttainments,  backed  by  a  large  degree  of  native  talent,  he 
jave  himself  devotedly  to  the  appropriate  work  of  the  Chris- 
:ian  ministry.  He  was  prospered,'and  the  Society  flourished 
i)y  his  earnest  labors.  1  hope  he  will  pardon  me  for  telling 
him,  as  I  tell  you,  what  is  thought  of  him.  It  was  during 
his  term  of  pastoral  service  that  the  great  transformation,  in 
modernizing  and  beautifying  the  interior  of  this  fine  old 
church,  took  place.*  And  1  am  sure,  my  brethren,  you 
appreciate  his  worth  and  his  successful  labors  as  your  minis- 
ter. He  is  not  idle  now  ;  while  garnering  up  the  treasures 
of  useful  knowledge  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  he  is 
imparting  the  treasures  of  heavenly  wisdom  to  a  congregation 
of  believers  near  his  residence,  which  is  at  East  Brighton. 

I  have  thus  passed  in  review  the  several  Pastors  who 
have  been  placed  by  your  choice  over  tlie  congregation  that 
has  worshipped  in  this  house  during  the  last  fifty  years.  I 
have  endeavored  to  characterize  each  according  to  the  con- 
ception that  my  mind  had  formed  of  him  from  personal 
knowledge,  as  I  have  enjoyed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
nearly  all  of  them.  I  know  that  what  I  have  done  in  this 
regard  is  imperfect,  quite  ;  but  the  best  of  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  have  been  capable. 

In  closing  this  part  of  my  discourse,  I  would  remark  that 
the  period  of  my  pastorate  was  the  middle  time  of  this 
Society's  existence  ;  and  tliat  I  occupy  a  middle  place  among 
its  successive  pastors. 

You,  Father  Stetson,  are  the  only  representative  present 
of  the  five  pastors  who  preceded  me  during  the  nineteen 
years  before  I  came ;  and  you,  brothers  Fisher  and  Ellis,  are 
the  only  representatives  of  the  four  pastors  who  succeeded 

*St'C  Note  ti. 
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me  in  this  place,  in  the  twenty-two  years  tfiat  have  gone 
since  I  left  it.  It  is  through  the  kind  providence  and  the 
long  suffering  goodness  of  God,  let  me  say,  that  we  are  met 
to-day,  as  probably  we  shall  never  meet  again  in  this  world. 
The  Lord  of  His  infinite  mercy  aid  us  to  be  faithful  unto 
death  ! 

My  Christian  friends;  speaking  in  that  part  of  this  dis- 
course, where  I  referred  to  the  state  of  our  cause  when  1 
came  to  be  your  minister,  I  said  this  Society  was  weak.  It 
was  in  extreme  dehilityy  In  saying  this,  I  but  use  the 
language  of  another.*  This  great  house  was  then  but  about 
half  full  ;  i.  e.,  half  of  its  pews  and  seats  taken  up  and  paid 
for.  Why,  Father  Stetson  once  said  to  me,  while  he  was 
your  minister,  and  when  we  stood  in  the  midst  of  this  church, 
that     it  was  then  too  large  by  half.^' 

Such  was,  indeed,  the  state  of  our  faith  in  this  city  in 
1828.  And  there  were  then  but  three  other  Societies  in  the 
County  of  Essex :  —  Father  Thomas  Jones's,  in  Gloucester  ; 
Father  Ezra  Leonard's,  in  Annisquam  ;  and  Brother  Thomas 
G.  Farnsworth's,  in  Haverhill.  Now  see  the  change  and 
mark  the  progress  in  this  County  during  the  last  thirty  years  ! 
—  a  little  one  has  become  a  thousand,  —  nay,  many  thou- 
sands, here.  There  are  at  this  time,  I  believe,  twenty-one 
Societies,  most  of  them  having  settled  pastors,  and  all,  I 
presume,  having  Sabbath  Schools  and  regular  worship. 

And  here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  say  that  in  that  time  two  or 
three  Societies  came  up  in  diflerent  places  and  lived  for  a 
few  years,  and  then,  from  some  adversity  or  other,  ceased  to 
be.  The  most  important  instance  of  the  kind  was  the  Sec- 
ond Universalist  Society  in  this  city.  It  was  organized  in 
1844,  and  the  first  public  meeting  was  held  in  Lyceum  Hall, 
on  the  1 2th  of  May,  when  the  desk  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Whittemore.  Subsequently  the  meetings  were 
held  for  a  time  in  Mechanic  Hall,  then  in  the  Sevvall  street 


♦Dr.  Thomas  Wliittcmoie,  " Tiiiinpet,"'  vol.  ix,  p  126. 
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church,  and  finally  in  Phenix  Hall.  Rev.  Day  K.  Lee  was 
the  first  settled  pastor,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
i  Benj.  F.  Bowles,  S.  C.  Hewett,  and  E.  W.  Reynolds.  On 
the  6th  of  June,  1852,  the  Society  voted  to  discontinue  its 
meetings.  It  was  favored  with  good  pastors,  and  composed 
of  worthy  members  ;  and,  doubtless,  had  it  possessed  a  good 
church,  in  a  favorable  location  in  the  city,  it  would  have 
been  prosperous,  and  become  permanently  established.  And 
the  time  will  come,  I  think,  and  I  trust  it  is  not  far  distant, 
when  there  will  be  a  2d,  and,  it  may  be,  a  3d  Society  of 
Universalists  in  Salem.  Do  not  allow  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  out-do  you  in  religious  zeal.  You  are  now  strong  and 
numerous. 

Necessarily,  in  tracing  the  origin^  growth,  and  present 
condition  of  this  great  and  prosperous  Society,  and  con- 
templating the  rise  and  progress  of  Universalism  in  this 
community,  ours  has  been  mainly  a  backward  look.  We 
have  contemplated  the  past,  and  I  think  we  should  not  so 
forget  those  things  that  are  behind  as  not  to  be  benefited 
by  them.  We  should  recount  them  for  our  own  benefit, 
and  tell  them  to  our  children,  and  they  again  to  theirs. 

But  it  will  not  be  unappropriate  to  this  time  and  place  to 
have  an  onward,  upward  look,  too.  The  fu.ture  —  what  will 
that  be  to  us  ?  It  will  come,  and  either  here,  or  in  the 
spirit  world,  we  shall  live  and  know  it.  God  grant  that  we 
may  always  live  near  to  the  Master,  and  be  like  him. 

But  who  of  us,  that  are  here  to-day,  will  be  present  when 
another  fifty  years  shall  have  gone,  and  the  people  shall  be 
gathered  within  these  walls  —  if  the  devouring  clement  shall 
spare  them  so  long  —  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  of  those 
events  we  have  this  day  commemorated  ?  A  few  only  of  all 
this  great  assembly  will  then  be  here;  as  but  few  —  here 
and  there  one — have  joined  with  us  in  this  glad  re-union, 
who  witnessed  and  mingled  in  the  inspiriting  scenes,  which 
we  celebrate,  of  June  22d,  1809;  when  this  sacred  house 
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was  given  as  a  free-will  offering  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and 
Christ's  Servant  set  apart  to  minister  at  its  altar. 

Again :  will  those  who  shall  come  after  us,  or  are  our 
contemporaries,  see  as  great  progress  in  science,  in  art,  and 
in  the  general  condition  of  society,  in  the  next  fifty  years 
as  in  the  last  ?  Will  there  be  as  great  a  change  in  what  is 
called  Christian  Theology,  as  great  an  advance  towards  true 
Christian  liberality  and  charity  among  the  various  sects  that 
divide  the  religious  world  ?  And  will  the  faith  we  hold  and 
rejoice  in,  and  which  we  would  commend  to  the  world,  have 
extended  itself,  and  won  as  many  triumphs,  in  that  time,  as 
during  the  time  this  Church  has  stood  ?  God  only  knows. 
But  I  see  no  reason  why  our  faith  should  not  be  diffused  as 
widely  and  with  as  great  success  in  time  to  come  as  hereto- 
fore. It  will,  if  its  professed  friends  do  their  duty,  and  live 
out  its  divine  principles. 

And  now,  my  beloved  Christian  friends,  I  would  remark 
in  closing  that  it  has  been  truly  as  beautifully  said,  that"  life 
is  made  up  of  transient  meetings  and  long  separations."  I 
feel  it  to  be  so.  But  though  we  shall  seldom  meet  —  nay, 
though  we  shall  never  all  of  us  meet  together  again,  as  now, 
in  this  mortal  life,  may  we  rejoice  in  the  happy  belief  that 
there  will  be  a  glorious  meeting,  "  when  we  meet  to  part  no 
more^  We  can  then  adopt  the  beautiful  sentiment  of  the 
Poet,  who  sang :  — 

Hail !  sweetest,  dearest  tie  that  binds 

Our  glowing  hearts  in  one  ; 
Hail,  sacred  hope  !  that  tunes  our  minds 

In  strains  to  earth  unknown  : 
It  is  the  hope,  the  blissful  hope, 

Which  Jesus'  grace  has  given,  — 
The  hope,  when  days  and  years  are  past, 
We  all  shall  meet  in  heaven. 


D:^^  To  THE  Reader.  —  In  preparing  the  foregoing  Address  for  publica- 
tion, a  few  paragraphs,  which  were  incorporated  into  the  body  of  the  same  at 
the  time  of  its  delivery,  have  been  transferred  to  the  Appendix ;  and  some 
verbal  ulterations  have  been  made  in  others.  L.  Willis. 
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Extract  from  the  Records  of  the  First  Uiiiversalist  Society  in 
Salem,  Sept.  (i,  1859  :  — 

At  the  tiiuvl  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  AiTungoments  for  celebrating-  om- 
Fiftieth  Anniversary,  it  was  decided  to  recommend,  to  the  present  Annual 
Meeting,  the  i)ropriety  of  rc-printing  tlie  Dedication  Sermon  of  Rev.  George 
Richards,  published  fifty  years  ago,  in  connection  with  the  Semi-Centennial 
Discourse  of  Rev.  Lemuel  Willis,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  asked  and  fur- 
nished for  publication. 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  and  on  motion  of  Col.  Perley 
Putnam,  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  both  Discourses,  together  with  the 
proposed  Appendix,  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Society,  and  that  each 
family  thereof  be  furnished  with  one  copy,  —  the  remainder  to  be  offered  for 
sale  to  any  who  may  wish  to  purchase. 


DEDICATION  SERMON, 

rilKACIIEIJ  IIY 

REA^.  UEORGE  RICHARDS, 

ON 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  S2,  1809.* 

[  R  K  -  PR  1  N  T  .] 


THOSE  words,  which  are  selected  from  the  volume  of  this  book, 
as  appropriate  to  the  solemnities  of  the  morn,  may  be  found  recorded 
in  the  10th  Chapter  of  the  Gospel  by  St.  John,  and  a  portion  of  the 
'2'2d  verse,  thus  saying  : 

"  y/ie  feast  of  the  Dedication.^ ^ 

lOni  Chapter  of  Sr.  Jojin,  part  of  22i)  Verse. 
Although  it  hath  pleased  the  Most  High  to  declare,  by  his  servant 
the  prophet,  "  tliat  he  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands,  for 
lieaven  is  his  throne,  and  earth  is  his  footstool ;  "  yet,  nevertheless, 
at  two  different  periods  of  time,  God  hath  connnanded  the  erection  of 
a  taljcrnacle,  and  the  building  of  a  temple,  inscribed  to  his  name  and 
devoted  to  liis  worship  ;  and  the  spirit  of  infinite  wisdom  gave  the 
}>attcrns  of  both,  from  the  mount  of  most  excellent  gloiy.  Moses, 
"  the  man  of  God,"  supported  by  IJezalecl  and  Aholiab,  completed 
tlie  work  of  the  sanctuary;  and  Solomon,  strengthened  by  Huram, 
and  Hiram  Abbif,  finished  the  labors  of  the  temple  :  But  "  when 
Moses  had  fully  set  up  the  tabernacle,"  and  all  things  were  now  pre- 
pared for  the  celebration  of  divine  service,  the  twelve  princes  of  the 

*Tlie  Order  of  Services  at  the  Dedication  of  tlie  Church,  (referred  to  in  Rev.  Mr. 
Willis's  Discourse,  page  13,)  was  as  follows:  introductory  Frajer,  by  Rev.  John 
Slurray;  Sermon,  by  Rev.  (jleor{,'e  Richards;  Concluding  I'rayer,  by  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Smith. 


Cvelve  tribes,  representing  tlic  fulness  of  all  Israel,  dedicated  the 
altar,  and  held  a  joyous  feast  before  the  King  eternal,  innnortal,  for 
twelve  successive,  solenni  days  ;  and  "  Solomon  and  all  the  people 
dedicated  the  House  of  the  Lord,"  and  kept  the  f(iast  of  the  dedica- 
tion for  seven  days  ;  to  which  the  eight  days  of  tJie  feast  of  taberna- 
cles were  superadded,  and  at  the  close  of  the  joyous  fifteen,  the  "  King 
sent  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  away  unto  their 
tents,  glad  and  merry  in  heart;"  and  as  they  journeyed  towards 
their  respective  homes,  the  thousands  of  ]^]phraim  and  the  ten  thou- 
sands of  Manasseh  together  sang,  "  Praise  ye  the  liord,  for  he  is 
good  ;  and  his  mercy  enduretli  forever," 

Sucli  also  were  the  songs  of  "  the  children  of  the  captivity,"  I'c- 
turned  from  Bal)ylon  to  Zion,  by  the  outstretched  arm  of  Jehovah  of 
Hosts.  The  ancients  of  the  remnant  of  Judah  and  Benjamiii  wept 
the  ruins  of  the  first  temple  :  The  liands  of  Z(trobabel  and  Joshua 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  second  ;  its  "  to}»-stttne  was  brought  forth 
with  shoutings,  crying  grace,  grace  unto  it :"  And  the  dedi<;>'ation 
of  the  new  temple  was  kept  with  exceeding  gi'eat  joy,  l»y  all  the  re- 
deemed, the  ransomed  of  the  Jjord. 

The  Mosaic  and  Solomonian  dedications  of  tlie  sanctuary  and  the 
temple,  with  the  dedication  of  the  latter  house,  united  thereunto,  are 
three  of  the  most  interesting,  affecting  and  solenni  feasts,  ever  cele- 
brated on  earth  ;  and  as  the  shadows  of  that  superior  "  feast  which 
shall  be  made  for  all  nations,"  in  the  Zion  of  eternal  solemnities,  they 
are  replete  with  an  abounding  fulness  of  celestial  grace,  and  filled 
witli  the  exceeding  abundance  of  the  brightness  of  heavenly  glory. 
These  tliree  grand  festivals  of  ancient  times,  will  afford  an  ample 
scope  for  our  best  injprovemeiit  of  the  present  opportunity  of  assem- 
bling within  these  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  this  new  and 
elegant  edifice,  to  the  future  solcnm,  social  worship  of  "  the  only  wise 
God,  our  Saviour  ;"  as  manifested  in  "  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  Lord  of  all,  most  blessetl,  forever. 

The  nature  of  our  subject,  thus  introduced  to  the  serious  attention 
of  this  res})ectable  and  respected,  this  friendly  and  Christian  audience, 
will  lead  the  speaker,  in  the 

1st  place.  To  consider  the  feelings  of  the  })rinces  of  the  twelve 
tri])es  of  Israel,  in  the  day  when  they  dedicated  the  Altar,  and  thereby 
devoted  the  sanctuary  to  the  future  solenni,  social  worship  of  "  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers  ;  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac  and  of 


31 


Jacob  the  God  of  their  children  and  of  their  children's  children  ; 
for  "  tliis  is  his  name  forever,  and  this  is  his  memorial  unto  all  gen- 
erations." 

2dly.  We  shall  attempt  to  describe  the  more  impassioned  feelings 
of  Solomon,  of  the  elders,  the  heads  of  tlie  tribes,  the  chief  of  the 
fathers,  and  tlie  fulness  of  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  at  that  most  interesting,  solemn,  and  affecting  moment,  "  when 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  House  of  tlie  Lord,  and  the  trumpeters 
and  singers  made  but  one  sound,  in  thanking  and  praising  the  Lord," 
saying,  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  and  his  mercy  endureth 
forever." 

-idly.  The  feelings  of  the  ransomed  of  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  return- 
ed with  joy  uns})eakable,  from  awful  caj)tivity  in  Babylon,  to  glorious 
liberty  in  a  land  of  jtromise,  will  claim  tlie  last  and  most  distinguished 
phice  in  our  solemnized  attentions.  ]^ut  who,  my  brethren  and  my 
friends,  "  is  sufficient  for  these  things  V  "  "  What  pen  of  the  ready 
writer  "  can  delineate  scenes  so  aujiust  V  What  "  ton<>'ue  of  the  elo- 
quent  orator  "  is  equal  to  the  niighty  task  'I  My  fathers;,  my  breth- 
ren, your  ministering  fellow-servant  feels  the  need  of  all  your  prayers  : 
0  bear  the  manifold  weakness  of  a  brother  in  the  strength  of  suppli- 
cation on  all  your  hearts  :  and  ye  ministers  of  my  God,  i»ray,  0  pray 
for  me. 

First,  then.  Inasmuch  as  the  offerings  and  gifts  of  the  twelve  prin- 
ces of  the  twelve  trilies  of  Israel,  in  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the 
Altar,  were  exactly  alike  in  quality  and  ((uantity,  it  is  therefore  to  bo 
presumed,  from  these  circumstances  alone,  that  their  conceptions  of 
the  character  of  Deity  ;  their  personal  views  of  their  own  sinful  de- 
merits, and  the  hope  of  acceptance,  which  they  indulged  for  them- 
selves, and  the  fulness  (jf  the  tribes  whom  they  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, were  precisely  the  same. 

And  here  let  it  be  observed  that  every  prince  of  every  tribe  —  not 
excepting  the  tril)e  of  Juilah,  of  whom  fJacob  prophesied,  "  thou  art 
he,  whom  thy  brethren  shall  praise,"  from  whom  the  dying  patriarch 
said,  "  the  sceptre  shall  not  depart  till  Shiloh  come  ;  "  and  out  of 
which  tribe,  as  saith  the  chiefest  of  apostles,  "  it  is  evident  our  Lord 
sjirang," — appeared  before  God  on  this  the  day  of  the  dedication  of 
the  Ahar,  in  the  humiliating  character  of  a  fellow-sinner,  with  the  last, 
the  least  of  his  liretliren,  bending  equally  low  as  the  burthened  slave, 
at  the  footstool  of  a  throne  of  grace  ;  waiting,  with  the  beggar  in  the 
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dust,  for  coniinon  acceptance  in  tlie  person  of  tlie  slain  victim  "  made 
sin  "  for  him,  for  them,  for  all :  and  "  looking  for  the  mercy  of  God, 
unto  eternal  life,"  which  existed  within  the  holiest  of  the  holies,  where 
the  great  law-giver  was  enthroned  between  the  twin  Cherubim,  in  tlie 
glory  of  divine  forgiveness ;  and  Jeliovah  hiuiself,  reposed  on  a 
mercy-seat,  with  the  law  which  came  by  Moses,  resting  in  peace,  at 
the  footstool  of  sovereign,  triumphant,  almighty  grace. 

It  also  merits  attention,  that,  although  the  twelve  tribes  were  made 
up  of  different  numbers  ;  the  tribe  of  Judah  containing  the  most,  and 
the  tribe  of  Ephraim  the  least :  And  although  in  tliis  vast  body  of  the 
whole  congregation,  there  must  have  been  an  astonishing  difference  of 
moral,  or  spiritual  character,  humanly  speaking  ;  yet  there  was  no 
difference  in  the  nature  or  number  of  the  several  offerings,  whether 
expiatoiy  victims,  or  cucharistical  oblations  ;  for  one  sin  offering  point- 
ing from  itself,  "  to  the  Lamb  of  God  who  bearcth  away  the  sin  of 
the  world,"  was  ordained  for  each  one  of  the  twelve  tril)cs,  not  only 
in  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  tlie  altar,  but  also  in  the  times  of  the 
dedication  of  the  first  and  second  temples  :  and  even  the  prince, 
sj)oken  of  by  Ezekiel,  as  ministering  in  the  temple  of  futurity,  thus 
*'  provides  for  himself,  and  for  all  the  people  of  the  land  and  c(m- 
setjuent  on  divine  acceptance  of  the  one  sin-offering,  the  whole  con- 
gregation of  tlie  children  of  Israel  were  legally  entitled  to  etpial 
participance  in  the  abundance  of  peace  offerings  ;  not  sjieaking  peace 
to  a  favored  few,  and  wrath  to  worlds  beside  ;  but  "  peace  in  heaven, 
and  j)eace  on  earth  "  for  every  man,  a)nid  the  uncounted  fulness  of 
the  tribes;  for  "  who  can  count  tlie  dust  of  Jacob,  or  number  the 
fourth  part  of  Israel  V" 

Indulge  me  to  add  that,  according  to  the  order  of  the  twelve  tribes 
in  their  tents,  three  of  the  twelve  princes  (jf  Israel  came  from  the 
east ;  three  from  the  south  ;  three  from  the  west ;  and  three  from  the 
north  ;  and  in  the  very  .manner  of  their  approach  to  the  altar,  froiu 
the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  con)})ass,  the  promise  was  figuratively 
fulfilled  in  them,  which  God  himself  made  to  the  youthful  patriarch, 
in  the  field  of  Padan  Aram',  where  he  laid  himself  down  to  sleep,  on 
the  rock  of  the  everlasting  ages,  and  heard  "  a  voice  from  above  the 
ladder,"  whose  foot  was  set  on  earth,  and  whose  top  was  secure  in 
heaven,  even  "  tlie  voice  of  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham  and  of  Isaac 
his  father,"  saying,  "  tliou  shalt  spread  abroad  to  the  west ;  and  to 
the  east ;  and  to  the  north  ;  and  to  the  south  ;  and  in  thee,  and  in 
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tliy  seed,  and  that  seed  Christ,  as  saitli  the  apostle  to  the  Galatians, 
shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed  ;"  and  "  blessed,  as  it  is 
explained  to  the  Ephesians,  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  all  heavenly 
phices  in  Christ."  To  this  glorious  promise,  wliieh  is  "yea  and 
amen  in  Jesus,"  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  happiness  of  his  off- 
spring, the  spirit  of  consolation  plainly  alludes  in  the  42d  of  Isaiah, 
thus  saying  to  a  greater  than  Jacob,  "  fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  ;  I 
will  bi-ing  thy  seed  from  the  east,  and  gather  thee  from  the  west ;  I 
will  say  to  the  north  give  up  ;  and  to  the  south  keep  not  back  ;  bring 
my  sons  from  far,  and  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Forgive  the  introdu(;tion  of  another  pleasing  idea  :  It  is  borrowed 
from  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  Tlie  three  })rincesof  the  northern  quar- 
ter of  the  grand  Mosaic  encampment,  figuratively  dwelt  in  the  land 
of  spiritual  darkness,  and  emblematically  abode  in  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  the  second  death  :  But  when  the  Prince  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan,  whom  his  dying  father  pronounced  "  a  serpent  by  the  way," 
led  on  his  principalities  and  powers  fnmi  the  darkness  of  the  North, 
to  the  light  of  the  East,  they  came  in,  as  the  sons  of  the  lion  ;  for 
"  Dan,  as  ]Moses  said,  shall  be  a  lion's  whelp  ;"  and  in  the  latter  day 
of  glory,  they  far  outnund)ered  every  other  division  of  the  Armies  of 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  division  of  the  Prince  of  Judaa  alone  ex- 
cepted. 

To  these  ancient  things,  and  their  evangelic  futurities,  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  evidently  refers  and  alludes  where  he  saith,  "  Behold  the 
days  come,  when  it  shall  no  more  be  said,  the  Lord  liveth,  that 
brought  up  tlie  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  :  But  the 
Lord  liveth,  who  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  from  the  land  of 
the  North  :"  for  "  I  will  bring  them  from  the  North  Country  ;  and 
with  weeping  and  supplications  I  will  lead  them  ;  Yea,  I  will  cause 
them  to  walk  by  the  rivers  of  waters  in  a  straight  way,  wherein  they 
shall  not  stumble  :  for  I  am  a  father  to  E})hraim,  and  Israel  is  my 
first  born  ;"  and  because  I  am  a  father,  therefore  "  my  repcntings 
are  enkindled  for  Ephraim  ;  and  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  Israel, 
saith  the  Lord." 

Finally,  and  to  conclude  this  branch  of  our  subject :  with  what  im- 
passioned feelings  of  gratitude  must  the  twelve  Princes  of  Israel  have 
approached  the  altar,  in  the  day  of  its  dedication ;  when  they  turned 
the  retrospective  eye  towards  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  reviewed,  in 
solemnizing  thought,  the  late  deplorable  situation  of  the  twelve  tribes, 
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who  had  '*  groaned  as  with  tlio  gioiinings  of  a  deadly  wounded  man," 
in  consequence  of  cruel  subjection  to  the  iron  rod  of  a  merciless 
tyrant,  who  murdered  the  unoffending  babe,  before  it  prest  a  mother's 
bosom ;  and  destroyed  the  life  of  a  })arent,  by  enervating  toils,  wast- 
ing strength  itself  away,  in  attempting  commanded  impossil)ilities. 
From  this  most  awful  state  of  suffering  and  sorrows,  they  were  now 
redeemed  in  total ;  and  lledeuiption,  instead  of  redeeming  a  favored 
few,  had  not  left  a  single  individual  unredeemed. 

Suffer  me  to  add,  that  every  feeling  of  impassioned  gratitude,  grate- 
ful for  complete  deliverance,  and  that  deliverance  wrought  out  by  the 
arm  of  Jehovah  alone,  nuist  have  been  raised  to  still  sultlimer  heights 
of  thankfulness,  if  memory  of  the  past  called  into  present  recollection 
"  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  at  the  waters  of  the  Ked  sea ;  "  whither 
Pharaoh  pursued  with  rapid  step,  thus  proudly  boasting  in  liis  im})I(»us 
heart,  "  I,  even  I,  will  overtake  and  divide  the  spoil  ;  my  sword  shall 
be  drawn  ;  and  mine  hand  shall  destroy."  "  Fear  ye  not,"  is  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  "  Stand  still,  and  ])ehold  my  salvation,"  is  the 
mandate  of  God.  "  The  Egyptians,  whom  ye  have  seen  to-day,  ye 
shall  see  them  again  no  more  forever."  "  Glorioils  in  holiness,  fear- 
ful in  praises,  and  doing  wonders,  the  right  hand  of  the  Almighty 
became  glorious  in  power.  Thy  right  hand,  0  Lord,  dashed  in  pieces 
the  enemy  :  Thy  wrath  consumed  them  as  stubble  :  They  sank  as 
lead  in  the  mighty  waters  ;"  and  Moses  and  all  Israel  together  sang, 
"  Sing  ye  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hatli  triumphed  gloriously  ;  the  horse 
and  the  rider  he  hath  thrown  into  the  sea  :"  even  that  horse,  and  the 
rider  thereon,  who  stand  in  divine  revelation  as  figures  of  the  rider 
on  the  pale  horse,  with  hell  following  close  behhid,  in  the  chariot  of 
death. 

These,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  are  a  jiart  of  the  many  causes, 
which  rendered  the  day  of  the  dedication  of-  the  Mosaic  sanctuary,  a 
feast  of  high  solenmities  before  "  the  Jjord,  the  IjordGod  of  Israel ;" 
and  among  these  manifold  causes  of  rejoicing  with  exceeding  gi-eat  ' 
joy,  it  becometh  us  to  nmnber  "  the  law  of  the  Lonl,  which  is  perfect, 
converting  the  soul ;  the  testimony  of  the  Ijord,  which  is  sure,  making 
wise  the  simple ;  the  statutes  of  the  Lord,  which  are  right,  rejoicing 
the  heart ;  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  which  is  pure,  enliglitening 
the  eyes ;  the  judgments  of  the  ]joi(1,  which  are  true  and  righteous 
altogether ;  all  which,  are  more  to  ])e  desired  than  gold,  yea  than 
much  fine  gold  ;  sweeter  also  than  honey,  or  the  honey-cond).    Or  to 
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sum  up  all  tliat  might  be  said,  in  the  comprehensive  words  of  Moses, 
"  Ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  i)ast,  wliich  were  before  thee,  since 
tlie  day  that  God  created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  ask  from  the  one 
side  of  heaven  unto  the  otlier,  whetlier  there  hath  been  any  such  great 
thing,  as  this  great  thing  is  V  or,  hatli  there  been  heard  like  unto  it? 
What  nation  beside  Israel,  hath  Grod  taken  from  the  midst  of  another 
nation  by  signs,  by  wonders,  and  -by  war  ;  liy  a  miglity  liand,  by  an 
outstretclied  arm,  and  by  great  ternjrs  ?  or  did  any  otiier  people  ever 
hear  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fh-e,  as  thou 
hast  heard,  and  live  by  every  woi'd  of  God,  which  God  himself  spake 
out  of  heaven,  to  thee  ?" 

Time  passes  rapidly  away,  and  we  press  forward  to  our  second 
general  head  of  discourse,  under  which  it  is  proposed  to  consider  the 
more  impassioned  feelings  of  Solomon,  of  the  elders,  the  heads  of  the 
tribes,  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  an<l  the  fulness  of  the  whole  congrega- 
tion of  the  children  of  Israel,  at  that  most  interesting,  soleuni  and 
affecting  moment,  "  when  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  House  of 
the  Ijord  ;  and  the  trumpeters  and  the  shigers  made  Imt  one  sound, 
in  thanking  and  praising  the  Lord,  saying,  praise  ye  the  Lord,  for  he 
is  good,  and  his  mercy  endureth  forever." 

A  great  variety  of  circumstances,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  were 
united  together  in  the  dispensations  of  ])ivine  Providence  ;  and  ren- 
dered the  feast  of  the  dedication  of  the  Solomonian  temple,  vastly 
superior  to  that  of  the  dedication  of  the  Mosaic  sanctuary.  Some  few 
of  the  most  jn-ominent  featuies  of  these  auspicious  events,  will  claim 
our  special  attention  on  this  the  day  of  miiiiature  rejoicing  solenmities. 

Suffice  it,  then,  briefly  to  observe  that  the  universality  of  the  king- 
dom of  Solomon  ;  the  peace  which  was  on  all  sides  round  about  him  ; 
the  plenty  that  existed  in  every  part  of  his  dominions  ;  and  the  conse- 
quent general  felicity  of  his  innumerable  subjects,  are  some  of  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  his  reign  ;  —  and  that  Solomon,  in 
all  these  things,  was  a  glorious  earthly  type  of  "a  greater  than  Solo- 
mon," even  of  "  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,"  will  admit 
of  no  rational  dispute  ;  and  if  reason  refuses  subscription  to  this  truth, 
revelation  abundantly  confirms  it,  in  the  45th,  72d,  and  many  other 
prophetic  Psalms  ;  where  the  universality  of  the  kingdom  of  Solomon 
is  confessedly  emblematic  of  the  more  universal  kingdom  of  "  the  Son 
of  Man,  the  Son  of  God,"  to  whom  "  the  nncient  of  eternal  days 
gave  dominion,  glory  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations  and  Ian- 
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guages  should  servo  and  obey  him,"  in  tlio  .spirit,  as  they  did  serve 
and  obey  Solomon,  in  the  flesh  :  and,  therefore,  wlien  we  read  that 
"  the  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  tlie  isles  brought  i)reHents  ;  that  the 
kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  offered  gifts  ;  yea,  tliat  all  kings  fell  down 
before  him,  and  that  all  nations  served  him,"  these  glorious  predic- 
tions must  receive  their  evangelic  fulfilment  in  the  "  King  of  right- 
eousness, and  King  of  peace  ;"*  to  whom  "  the  abundance  of  the 
sea  shall  be  converted,  and  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  come  ;  with  the 
camels  of  Midian  ;  the  dromedaries  of  K])l)ah,  and  the  incense  of 
Shebah  ;  united  to  tlie  flocks  of  Kedar,  the  rams  of  Nebaioth,  and 
the  ships  of  Tarshish." 

The  peace  of  Solomon,  "  the  man  of  rest,"  was  also  typical  of  that 
"  peace  which  God  hath  made  in  his  high  places  ;"  for  peace  is 
established  in  heaven,  and  confirmed  upon  earth,  by  tlic  "  King  of 
Salem,  and  the  prince  of  peace  ;"  in  whose  all-glorious  character, 
"  mercy  and  truth  have  met  together,  and  righteousness  and  peace 
embraced  each  other,"  in  the  bond  of  that  celestial  "charity,  which 
is  the  bond  of  perfectness."  Peace,  my  biethren,  is  the  child  of 
wisdom.  The  wisdom  of  Solomon  came  down  from  above,  and,  par- 
taking of  the  nature  of  that  fountain  from  whence  it  flowed,  it  was 
*'  peacealde,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy,  and  filled 
with  good  fruits;"  and  as  an  effect  of  this  heavenly  wisdom,  which 
has  nothing  in  its  nature  that  is  either  earthly  or  infernal,  he  was 
enabled  to  maintain  peace  "  with  all  kingdoms,  from  the  river  Eu- 
phrates to  the  land  of  the  Philistines  ;"  and  although  his  dominions 
were  more  extensive  than  fliose  of  any  former  or  succeeding  monarch 
on  the  throne  of  Israel,  yet  "  he  had  peace  on  all  sides  round  about 
him  ;"  kept  brotherly  covenant  with  Iliram,  king  of  Tyre  ;  forme*.^ 
endearing  alliance  with  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt;  and  spake  peace  to 
the  renmants  of  the  seven  nations  of  Canaan,  peiniissive  inhabitants 
of  the  land  of  promise. 

The  kingdom  of  Solomon  was,  likewise,  a  kingdom  of  abounding 
plenty  ;  and,  in  this,  it  may  be  considered  as  a  type  of  our  Father's 
house,  in  which  there  is  "  bread  enough,  and  to  spare  ;"  yea,  more 
than  sufiicient  to  feed  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  worlds  like 
this.  His  own  royal  table  was  continually  spread  with  one  feast  of 
delicacies,  and  these  were  rendered  more  delicious  still  by  well  refined 
wines,  refined  on  the  lees.  ]3ut  "  Judah  and  Israel,  at  the  same 
time,  although  they  were  many  in  number  as  the  sand  on  the  sea- 
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sliore,  did  eat  and  drink,  and  make  merry;"  and  "  every  man  of  them 
dwelt  safely  under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig  tree,  all  the  days  of 
Solomon  ;"  and  although  his  dominions  embosomed  "  the  heathen 
his  hdieritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  his  possession," 
yet  we  have  no  bi})lical  record  that  famine  laid  waste  tlie  far  distant 
dwellings  of  the  Kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  isles ;  or,  that  want 
rendered  desolate  the  mansions  of  tliD  Kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba.  To 
sum  all  in  a  few  words  :  The  wisdom  which  God  gave  unto  Solomon, 
produced  peace  on  earth  :  Wisdom  and  peace  were  the  parents  of 
plenty  ;  and  these  three,  united  as  one,  imparted  being  to  happiness  : 
wliile  tlie  kingdom  of  the  king  of  peace  was  not  more  extensive  than 
the  peace  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  the  felicity  of  his  subjects  was  no  less 
universal,  than  the  plenty  and  the  i)eace  which  pervaded  his  dominions. 

Marvel  ye  then,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  that  Solomon,  having 
completed  the  temple,  issued  his  royal  mandate  for  the  sounding  of 
that  silver  trum[)et,  which  assembled  all  the  })rinccs  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  from  the  rising  of  the  Sun  in  Israel  to  tlie  going  down  of  the 
same  :  And  that,  having  convened  tlie  Elders,  and  convoked  the 
chief  of  the  fathers,  he  gave  it  in  charge  to  blow  both  trumpets 
at  once,  which,  when  blown,  'without  sounding  an  alarm  sunmioned 
"  all  the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  to  worship  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  at 
Jerusalem  V"  even  in  that  Mount  IMoriah,  of  which  Abraham  said, 
"  its  name  shall  be  called  Jehovah  sireh  ;  for  in  tlie  Mount  of  the 
Lord  it  shall  be  seen  that  the  Lord  hath  provided  "  for  the  wants 
and  the  woes  of  Man  :  Neither  is  it  matter  of  astonishment  that  the 
fulness  of  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  "  flocked 
as  doves  to  their  windows,"  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  the  dedication  of 
the  Solomonian  temple,  a  feast  which  embosomed  within  the  limits  of 
one  sacred  month,  the  feast  of  trumpets,  delightful  memorial  of  "  the 
trump  of  the  Archangel  and  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  :"  the  feast 
of  the  atonement,  most  glorious  emblem  of  the  entrance  of  the  celes- 
tial IMelcliizedec  "  into  heaven  itself,  to  appear  in  the  presence  of 
God,  for  us  :"  And  to  which  feasts,  the  feast  of  tabernacles  was 
superadded,  that  beautiful  figure  of  the  in-gathering  of  the  nations 
"  to  Shiloh,  unto  whom  their  obedience  shall  be  :"  while  on  all  these 
feasts,  the  glorious  diadem  of  "the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord" 
was  divinely  imjiressed,  in  the  golden  crown  of  tlie  grand  jubilate 
morn  ;  a  lively  shadow  of  "  the  tunes  of  the  restitution  of  all  things, 
which  God  hath  spoken  of  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets,  since 
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the  world  began  :"  And  bo  it  lenienibercd  that,  although  no  individ- 
ual presumed  to  plough,  or  sow,  or  reap,  in  the  sabbatic,  or  jubilate 
years,  in  tlie  last  of  which  periods  the  feast  of  the  dedication  of  the 
temple  was  holden  by  Solomon,  the  king,  and  by  all  Israel,  as  one 
with  their  monarch,  yet  the  opening  of  the  hand  of  divine  benignity 
"  satisfied  the  desire  of  every  living  thing  "  with  needed  good  :  And 
no  man  perished  for  lack  of  bread,  in  the  rest  of  God,  "  that  rest 
which  remaineth  for  thy  people,  0  Lord  I" 

These,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  may  be  accounted  as  a  part  of 
the  auspicious  causes  which  rendered  the  feast  of  the  dedication  of 
the  Solomonian  temple,  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the  dedication  of 
the  IMosaic  sanctuary :  But  in  attempting  to  s[)eak  on  so  glorious  a 
theme,  we  feel  ourselves  impelled  to  ad()})t  the  language  of  the  (|ueen 
of  Sheba,  and  to  say,  "  the  one  half  is  not  told  ;  it  exceedeth  the 
fame  ye  have  heard  ;"  and  therefore  shall  conclude  tliis  section  of 
our  discourse,  by  offering  one  or  two  brief  remai'ks  on  the  beauties  of 
that  divine  order,  in  which  the  several  feasts  that  have  already  been 
spoken  of,  rose,  each  above  the  other,  in  glory  and  gi-ace ;  while  tlie 
happiness  of  every  individual  added  to  the  general  felicities  of  the 
countless  whole  ;  and  the  felicities  of  all  nations  rather  heightened, 
than  diminished,  the  happiness  of  every  man  in  Israel. 

Tlie  feast  of  trumpets  was  olrservcd  on  the  fii'st  day  of  the  seventh, 
or  last  month  in  the  Jewish  sacred  year ;  and  this  feast  sunnnoned  all 
the  fulness  of  the  twelve  tribes  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  clothed 
upon  with  all  their  sins  in  all  the  past  of  life  ;  for  the  one  sin  offer- 
ing that  was  offered  for  all  Israel,  on  this  day,  proclaimed,  as  with 
trumpet  tongue.  Ye  are  sinners  before  (jiod  ;  while  the  omission  of  a 
peace  offering  is,  at  least,  presumptive  evidence  that  as  yet  ])eace  was 
not  made  for  them  :  But  on  the  tenth  day  of  this  very  month,  the 
high  priest  made  atonement  for  himself,  his  elect  household,  and  all 
the  congregation  ;  and  by  virtue  of  that  blood  which  was  shed  without, 
and  carried  by  Aaron  within  the  vail,  he  and  tliey,  the  priests  and  all 
the  people,  were  cleansed  from  all  their  ini(|uities,  sins  and  transgres- 
sions ;  and  these  being  transferred  from  them  to  the  head  of  the  scape 
goat,  the  scape  goat  was  sent  away  into  a  wilderness  not  inhaliited, 
and  Sin  returned  no  more  from  the  land  of  eternal  forgetfulness. 
Atonement  being  thus  divinely  perfected,  universal  forgiveness  fol- 
lowed' as  an  effect  of  com])lete  reconciliation  ;  and  Sin  having  no  legal 
existence,  the  great  high  priest  of  rejoicing  solemnities  blew  the  trum- 
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pet  of  the  J ubiloe,  in  the  spirit  of  everlasting  rigliteousncss ;  pro- 
claiming "deliverance  to  the  captive;  the  opening  of  the  prison  to 
them  that  were  hound      and  a  gracious  return  of  the  whole  captivity 
I  of  sin  and  death,  to  the  "  city  of  the  living  God  ;  the  city  of  perfec- 
I  tion  and  beauty  ;  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth      in  which  the  fulness 
1  of  the  tribes  were  unclotlied  of  their  earthly  tabernacles,  in  the  feast 
j  of  "  innnortality  brought  to  light,"  by  the  feast  of  ingathering  at  the 
I  end  of  the  year ;  and,  mortality  "  being  swallowed  up  of  life  everlast- 
j  ing,"  every  man  in  Israel  was  emblematically  clothed  upon  "  with 
!  his  house  from  heaven  ;  even  that  house,  not  made  with  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 

Our  moments  are  num})ering  apace  :  it  is  time  that  we  attend  to 
our  Third  and  last  general  liead  of  discourse,  under  which  it  is  pro- 
I  posed  to  consider  the  feelings  of  the  ransomed  of  Jehovah  of  hosts, 
I'cturned  from  captivity  in  Babylon,  to  the  jNIoiint  Zion  of  Sabbatic 
solemnities  ;  wliere  the  hands  of  Zorobabel  and  Joshua  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  tlie  second  temple  ;  and  the  Redeemed  of  the  Ijord  having 
"  brought  forth  its  top-stone  with  slioutings,"  the  feast  of  the  dedi- 
cation was  kept  in  visions  of  faith,  with  superior  joys  than  ever  yet 
were  known  ;  "  for  the  glory  of  the  latter  liouse  was  greater  than 
that  of  the  former  ;  and  in  tlie  Desire  of  all  nations  will  I  give  peace, 
saith  Jehovah  Shalom." 

Threescore  and  ten  years  had  now  been  fulfilled  in  the  desolations 
of  Jerusalem,  made  desolate  by  "  Sin  against  the  Holy  (3ne  ;"  and 
!  during  that  melanclioly  })eriod,  the  city  and  the  temple  slept  in  dust 
on  a  bed  of  ruins ;  while  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Judali  and  Ben- 
jamin, who  escaped  tlie  threefold  destructions  of  war,  famine  and  pes- 
tilence, were  carried  away  captive  from  the  land  of  their  fatliers,  from 
the  city  of  David,  to  tlie  land  of  the  Chaldeans  and  the  capital  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  who  "  caused  the  earth  to  tremble,  made  the  world 
a  wilderness,  and  destroyed  the  inhabitants  tliereof :"  who  hurled 
kings  from  their  thrones,  "  shook  kingdoms  out  of  their  places,"  and 
I  "  opened  not  the  house  of  tlie  prison  "  to  the  prisoners  of  his  power  ; 
but,  in  all  tlie  fury  of  the  proud  oppressor,  left  the  captive  to  breathe 
his  last  amid  the  gloom  of  a  dungeon,  and  tlie  prisoner  to  perish  for 
thirst  "  in  the  pit  without  water." 

Ye  children  of  the  captivity  1  Sons  and  daughters  of  affliction  and 
misery  !  Immured  as  ye  are  within  high  walls  ;  bound  in  fetters  and 
chains;  "snared  in  prison-houses  and  holes;"  guarded  by  two  sol- 
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diors  from  day  to  day  ;  and  watched  over  Ijy  four  quaternions  from 
niglit  unto  niglit ;  alas  !  Avliat  powerful  hand  shall  unlock  the  brazen 
gates  ?  what  mighty  arm  shall  l)ui'st  the  prison-doors  ?  and  where,  O 
where,  shall  we  find  a  stronger  than  these  strong  men,  armed  with  all 
the  strength  of  death,  to  loose  the  captives'  galling  chains? 

"  Blessed,  forever  blessed,  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,"  "  whose 
anger  endureth  but  a  moment  5  whose  mercy  is  built  up  forever." 
"  The  anointed  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  mustering  the  host  of  the 
battle."  Cyrus,  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant  of  promised  Hcdemption 
from  Baliylon,  is  clothed  upon  with  all  the  energies  of  imparted  om- 
nipotence ;  and  moving  resistless  along,  as  the  whirlwind  that  sweeps 
from  the  desert,  he  1)reaks  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brass  ;  cuts  asunder 
the  bars  of  iron  ;"  pours  light  on  the  gloom  of  the  dungeon ;  unbinds 
the  prisoner  of  hope  ;  bids  the  captive  of  despair  go  free  ;  and  speeds 
their  joyous  flight  to  Zion's  hallowed  hill. 

"Sing,  0  ye  heavens,  saith  the  propliet,  for  the  Lord  hath  done 
it.  Shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth.  This,  this  is  the  work  of 
God.  Break  forth  into  singing,  ye  mountains  :  0  forest,  and  every 
tree  therein  ;  for  Jehovah  hath  redeemed  Jacol),  and  glorified  himself 
in  Israel."  "  Verily,  verily,  the  arm  of  the  Lord  hath  awoke  as  in 
ancient  days."  "  It  hath  put  on  strength,  as  in  the  generations  of 
old."  The  ransomed  are  returned  as  in  a  moment  of  time.  The 
redeemed  are  restored  as  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  All  joyous  with 
singing  they  come  unto  Zion.  "  They  have  obtained  gladness  and 
joy  :  sorrow  and  sighing  have  passed  away."  But  who,  my  brethren 
and  my  friends,  can  describe  those  rapturous  feelings  of  gratitude 
which  must  have  swelled  the  grateful  hearts  of  the  returning  captivity, 
"  whose  captivity  was  turned  as  the  streams  in  the  south,"  towards  a 
land  of  blessing;  and  consequent  whereon,  they  who  had  sown  a 
waste  of  tears,  now  reaped  in  a  world  of  joy  V  Or  "  what  pen  of  the 
readiest  writer"  can  possibly  delineate  a  scene  like  this,  which 
changed  the  groanings  of  the  prisoner  into  songs  of  extatic  praise  ;  and, 
"  loosing  the  appointed  unto  death,"  rent  the  living  prey  from  the 
jaw  teeth  of  the  mighty,  and  plucked  the  dying  captive  from  the  hand 
of  the  terrible  indeed  ? 

No  marvel,  my  brethren,  that  the  son  of  Amos  lifted  up  his  voice 
again,  and  exclaimed  in  tiansports  of  joy,  "  Sing,  0  ye  heavens,  and 
be  joyful,  0  earth  !  for  the  Lord  hath  visited  his  people ;  the  Lord 
hath  had  mercy  upon  his  afflicted."    No  wonder,  my  friends,  that 
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the  son  of  Hilkiah,  rejoicing  in  spirit,  triumphantly  said,  the  voice 
of  joy  and  the  voice  of  ghidness  shall  again  be  hoard  ;  with  the  voice 
of  the  bridegroom  and  the  voice  of  the  bride  ;  and  the  voice  of  them 
that  say,  "  ]*raise  ye  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  and  his  mercy  endu- 
reth  forever."  Tlie  Lord  was  good  unto  our  fatliers-in  Kgypt,  amid 
the  wilderness,  and  in  the  promised  land.  The  goodness  of  Jehovah, 
enduring  continually,  hath  become  redemption  unto  us  their  children's 
children,  even  in  Babylon  itself :  And  no  other  song  becomes  the 
lip  of  prodigals  returning  home,  returned  by  grace,  than  that  of  the 
royal  prophet,  the  sweet  psalmist  of  Israel,  evermore  saying,  in  deep- 
est humility  of  soul,  "  not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name,  0 
Lord,"  and  thine  alone,  be  all  the  glory  of  redemption,  and  the  grace 
of  salvation,  forever  and  ever.  Amen,  and  Amen. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  children  of  the  captivity  also  rejoiced 
with  exceeding  great  joy,  in  "  hope  believing  against  hope,"  in  the 
promised  restitution  of  the  residue  of  the  twelve  tribes  ;  and  as  a  liv- 
ing evidence  of  the  firmness  of  their  faith  therein,  the  high  priest  of 
the  captivity  offered,  in  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the  second  temple, 
a  separate  sin  offering  for  each  one  of  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  :  Although 
the  kingd(jm  of  Lsrael  had  now  ceased  from  being  a  kingdom  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ;  and  although  the  ten  tribes  and  a  half  had 
been  carried  captive  into  that  captivity  from  whence  they  had  not  as 
yet '  returned,  and  from  whence  it  is  possible  they  never  may  return 
in  these  bodies  of  sin  and  death  :  altlumgh  every  believer  is  divinely 
assured  that  })rince  jNIessiah  shall  lead  the  whole  captivity  captive, 
from  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  to  the  paradise  of  God,  their 
God  —  for  the  spiritual  restoration  of  the  tribes  is,  in  truth,  "the 
hope  of  the  promise  of  Jehovah  mude  unto  the  fathers,"  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  which  promise,  in  eternal  gh>ry,  "  our  twelve  tribes, 
instantly  serving  God,  day  and  niglit,  hope  to  come,"  as  saith  the 
Apostle  Paul,  Acts  xxvi,  7. 

Neither  was  it  possi])le,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  captivity  to  forget  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  whom  they 
nmst  have  remembered  before  the  Lord,  on  this  the  day  of  high 
solemnities,  "  in  the  fellowship  of  one  body,  and  the  unity  of  one 
spirit,  with  their  brethren,  their  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh  :"  for 
Cyrus,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  who  at  this  moment  was 
the  special  salvation  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  to  the  seed  of  the  patri- 
arch, in  the  very  same  instant  of  thne,  likewise,  became  the  salvation 
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of  the  Most  High  to  all  nations,  kindreds,  tribes  and  tongues ;  in  as 
niueh  as  the  dehverance  of  tlie  former  was  not  effected  without  tlio 
deliverance  of  the  latter;  and,  therefore,  an  inspired  propliet  repeat- 
edly spake  of  redemption  from  Babylon  as  "  t!ie  })ur])ose  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  purposing  the  deliverance  of  the  wliole  emth  and  in  tliat 
day,  when  the  oath  of  the  Almiglity  was  carried  into  final  effect  by 
the  Captain  of  common  salvation  to  the  world,  and  the  fulness  thereof, 
the  same  projjhet  was  divinely  taught  to  represent  tlie  whole  universe 
as  at  rest,  and  "  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  that  are  therein," 
as  singing  together  and  shouting  aloud  for  joy,  ahuftst  unspeakable  ; 
this  being  a  miniature  painting  (»f  the  final  deliverance  of  "  the  whole 
creation  "  from  that  state  "  of  vanity,  and  liondage  unto  corruption, 
])eneath  Avhich  it  hath  groaned  ;"  and  of  tlie  translation  of  the  creature 
therefrom,  into  "  tlie  glorious  liberty  "  of  the  first  born  sons  of  Al_ 
mighty  God,  the  morning  stars  of  elder  }>aradise  sublime. 

Admitting  these  principles  to  be  correct,  it  rc([uires  no  arguments 
to  prove  that  the  feast  of  the  dedication  of  the  latter  house  embosom- 
ed greater  glories,  and  was  filled  with  purer  felicities,  than  the  feast 
of  the  dedication  of  the  first  temple  :  for  in  the  reign  of  Solomon 
there  was  "  neither  adversary,  nor  evil  occurrcnt."  The  ravages  of 
war,  the  destructions  of  famine,  and  the  })lague  of  pestilence,  were 
unknown.  15ut  in  the  days  of  which  we  luive  spoken,  one  general 
enemy  magnified  himself  greatly  against  all  human  nature  ;  "  the 
horn  of  the  adversary  was  highly  exalted  "  alxtve  the  mount  of  the 
Congregation.  The  city  of  perfection  and  beauty  had  lain  waste  for 
threescore  and  ten  years.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion  had  gone 
forth  into  awful  captivity,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  were 
travailing  together,  in  agonistic  paiigs  of  sad  despondence  and  of  deep 
despair. 

And  will  your  candor,  my  fathers,  my  brethren  and  my  friends, 
indulge  me  to  propose  a  few  ])lain  ([ueries,  by  way  of  concluding  the 
three  grand  subjects  which  have  interested  solemnized  attentions  ?  and 
without  presuming  to  answer  them  for  you,  may  the  spirit  of  wisdom, 
in  "  wise  and  understanding  "  individuals,  eiial)le  eacli  one  to  reply 
for  himself. 

First,  then,  we  are  led  to  ask,  What  must  have  been  the  feelings 
of  the  children  of  the  captivity  in  ]^al)ylon,  if  they  had  been  taught 
to  believe  that,  by  a  due  exercise  of  the  freedom  of  their  own  wills, 
they  might  become  lledemption  to  themselves  when  they  pleased  ; 
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and  supei'add  Salvation  in  Zion,  to  lledemption  from  ]^a])ylon,  if  they 
cliose  ?  Alas  !  liad  this  becMi  their  faith,  how  great  must  have  been 
the  anguish  of  disappointed  hojm  !  IIow  awful  the  despondence  of 
their  des])onding  hearts  !  IIow  deep  the  gloom  of  despair  pervading 
their  inmost  souls  !  For  a  few  ineffectual  attemj)ts  'at  deliverance 
must  have  taught  them  the  im})ossibility  of  loosing  the  fetters  where- 
with they  were  bound,  of  breaking  the  iron  bars  of  tlie  prisons  in 
which  they  were  imprisoned;  and  liave  learned  them  to  know  that 
no  man,  bound  with  chains,  can  spring  upward  from  the  miry  clay  of 
the  horrible  (huigeon,  and  leap  tlic  high  walls  of  "the  city  of  the 
terrible  nations."  And  as  well  might  the  Apostle  Peter  have  de- 
livered himself  by  the  nerveless  energy  of  his  own  will,  when  Ilerod 
thrust  tliC  Apostle  into  an  inner  ])rison,  bound  him,  with  two  chains, 
to  two  slee})less  sentinels,  and,  placing  sixteen  soldiers  without,  and 
armed  keepers  before  the  doors,  then  barred  the  first  and  second 
wards,  and  locked  fast  the  ii'on  gate  —  as  the  children  of  the  captivity 
have  become  Iledeniption  to  themselves  in  Babylon,  or  have  com- 
pleted lledemption  by  adding  Salvation  in  Zion  :  And  if  these  ene- 
mies, of  whom  we  have  spoken,  are  the  living  eud)lems  of  our  spirit- 
ual foes,  the  lively  figures  of  sin  and  death,  and  him  who  had  the 
power  of  death,  tlien  it  follows  of  necessity  that  no  other  arm,  ex- 
cepting that  "which  dried  up  the  sea  in  ancient  days,  and  made  the 
depths  a  way  for  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  to  pass  over  in  the  genera- 
tions of  old,"  can  possibly  redeem  from  the  hand  of  those  who  are 
confessedly  more  jiowerful  than  the  Egyptian  and  Assyrian,  with  the 
Chaldean  united;  neither  is  there  any  one,  excepting  "  tlie  King  of 
CJlory,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  mighty  and  strong  in  the  battle,"  who  is 
aide  to  Itring  the  Redeemed,  with  songs  of  everlasting  praise,  either 
to  the  Zion  of  solenmities  on  earth  beneath,  or  in  heaven  above. 

Permit  me,  my  brethren,  to  en(piire,  in  the  second  ])lace  —  And 
what  must  iiave  been  the  more  end)ittered  feelings  of  Solomon,  and 
the  fulness  of  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel,  in  the 
<lay  of  the  dedication  of  the  first  temple,  if  they  had  been  taught  to 
believe  in  tlie  doctrine  of  the  decrees,  electing  a  few  in  each  tribe 
unto  temporal  happiness,  and  reprobating  all  the  rest  to  life-long 
wretchedness ;  even  if  the  system  were  not  extended  so  far  as  to  em- 
l)race  eternal  misery?  Here  let  us  pause  for  a  few  moments,  we 
beseech  you,  and  ask  our  own  hearts  these  solenni  questions  :  Could 
"  the  man  of  rest,  the  son  of  peace,"  have  holden  a  joyous  feast  for 
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fifteen  days,  if,  during  that  short  period  of  time  alone,  the  balance  of 
his  innumerable  subjects  had  groaned  beneath  the  awful  scourge  of 
foreign  or  domestic  war  ?  Could  the  fathers  of  tlie  tribes  have  relish- 
ed the  plenty  which  abounded  on  tlie  table  of  their  sovereign,  if  more 
than  one  half  of  all  the  families  in  Israel,  at  that'  very  moment,  were 
perishing  for  hunger  ?  —  while  "  the  tongue  of  the  sucking  child  clave 
to  the  roof  of  its  parched  mouth,  for  burning  tliirst,"  and  "young 
children,  fainting  for  lack  of  bread,  were  breathing  out  their  infant 
souls  upon  a  mother's  anguished  bosom  ?"  Or  is  it  possible  that  a 
small  part  of  the  fulness  of  the  twelve  tribes  could  have  rejoiced  in 
the  blessings  of  peace,  plenty,  and  happiness,  while  they  knew  that 
the  multitude  of  their  brethren  were  writhing  on  the  point  of  the  two 
edged  sword  of  battle  ;  pierced  to  the  very  heart  by  the  evil  arrows 
of  famine ;  or  drinking  the  last  dregs  of  the  wormwood  and  tlie  gall 
of  complicate  misery  V  These  things  we  pronounce  impossible  in 
nature,  although  they  are  thought  all  possible  in  grace  ;  for  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  are  firmly  persuaded  that  "  the  God  and  father 
of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,"  gave  no  more  tlian  a  few  in  each  of  the 
twelve  tribes,  by  covenant  eternal,  to  David's  Messiah  ;  and  that  all 
the  residue  of  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel,  includ- 
ing an  innnense,  a  decided  majority,  were  delivered  over,  by  a  counter 
decree  of  "  the  shepherd  and  bisliop  of  souls,"  to  waste  eternity  itself 
away  in  endless  horror  and  in  deep  despair,  mid  realms  of  everlasting 
woe,  forever  burning  with  perpetual  fires,  forever  kindling  into  fiercer 
flames.  Alas  !  if  this  had  been  the  creed  of  Solomon  ;  if  such  the 
faith  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  ;  if  this  the  belief  of  the  whole  congre- 
gation, what  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  their  anguished  bosoms  V 
And  what,  0  what,  the  tortures  of  their  agonizing  souls,  when  fathers, 
mothers,  brethren,  sisters,  husbands,  wives,  all  rushed  upon  the  view 
at  once,  as  reprobated  to  eternal  death,  before  they  drew  the  breath 
of  life  ;  as  doomed  to  never-ending  toniients,  long  before  the  wheels 
of  time  began  to  move  or  roll  ?  And  if  one  string  remains  untouched 
that  vibrates  agony  itself,  ye  fathers,  mourn  ;  ye  mothers,  weep ;  be- 
hold your  infant  boys,  your  female  babes,  torn  from  the  bosom  by  the 
monster  death,  and  tost,  forever  tost,  upon  a  fiery  lake,  where  smil- 
ing hope  can  never,  never  come  ! 

Finally,  and  to  conclude  these  queries,  indulge  me  to  ask,  in  the 
third  and  last  place  —  And  what  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
princes  of  the  twelve  tribes,  in  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the  Mosaic 
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sanctuary,  if  tlicy  had  been  persuaded  to  believe  tliat  Jehovah  was, 
in  trutli,  the  llcdeeiucr  of  all  Israel,  without  the  exception  of  a  soli- 
tary individual  ?  But  that,  in  reality,  he  was  not  the  Saviour  of  any 
man,  in  any  one  of  the  tribes,  as  redemption  only  placed  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord  in  a  salvable  state  ;  and,  leaving  salvation 'to  rest  upon  an 
arm  of  flesh,  for  perfection  in  future  glory,  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  millions  and  millions  of  the  hun'ian  race  would  finally  fail  of  at- 

.  taining  thereunto  :  More  es})ecially,  as  a  voice  from  heaven,  and  that 
voice  the  voice  of  truth  itself,  had  audibly  pronounced  "  that  man,  in 
his  best  estate  on  earth,  is  altogether  vanity,  less  than  vanity,  and 
lighter  tlian  the  dust  of  the  balance  :"  While  tlie  holy  spirit  of  the 
Holy  One  has  proclaimed  aloud  that  "all  the  goodness"  of  the 
creature,  the  grand  sum  total  of  finite  excellence,  is  "  as  the  flower 
of  the  field,  the  morning  ch»ud,  and  the  early  dew."  And  yet, 
astonishing  indeed  to  tell,  and  almost  too  incredible  to  gain  rational 
assent,  there  are  some  serious  professors  of  full  faitli  in  the  fulness  of 
redemption,  some  zealous  advocates  for  the  universality  of  tliat  "  ran- 
som which  was  given  for  all,"  wlio  as  flrndy  believe  that  infinite 
wisdom,  goodness,  and  power,  will  eventually  exliaust  tlieir  last  ener- 
gies in  unavailing  efforts  to  reclaim,  reform  and  save  ;  and,  at  length, 
the  Almighty  hhnself  is  reluctantly  hnpelled,  by  resistless  necessity, 
to  clothe  benevolence  upon  with  the  pitiable  mercies  of  dread  anni. 
hilation  ;  and  sweeping  away,  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  myriads 
and  myriads  of  immortal  l)eings,  the  reign  of  eternal  misery  is  swal- 

i    lowed  up  in  the  gulf  of  abhorred  non-existence  ;  and  man,  in  body, 

'    in  spirit,  and  in  soul,  perislies  forever  and  ever. 

.\        jMy  fathers,  my  brethren,  and  my  friends,  it  is  almost  needless  to 
I    observe  that  the  admission  of  either  of  these  tlu'ce  systems,  as  the 
1     truth  of  God,  reverses  one  grand  cause  of  rejoicing  before  the  Ijord, 
in  the  three  grand  festivals  of  dedication,  as  kept  l)y  JMoses,  by  Solo- 
mon, and  the  children  of  the  restored  captivity  ;  for  all  these  evermore 
praised  the  Lord,  "  because  he  was  good,  and  his  mercy  endured 
I     forever  ;"  and  good  and  merciful  as  tlie  Lord  was  unto  their  fiithers, 
and  unto  them,  it  took  nothing  from  the  hrippiness  of  the  parents,  or 
the  children,  that   "  the  same  Lord  was  good  unto  all,"  and  that 
"  the  tenderness  of  his  tender  mercies  extended  over  all  his  works." 
But  the  doctrine  of  the  decrees  ;  that  of  the  freedom  of  the  will ;  and 
the  scheme  of  annihilation,  are  eipially  agreed  that  (lie  mercy  of  the 
Lord  endureth  but  a  moment,  in  comparison  with  his  anger,  which 
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abideth  forever:  And  all  three  of  tlieni  affirm,  with  one  voice,  that 
weeping  shall  continue  to  the  wasteless  ages  of  a  never-ending  eternity, 
and  that  joy  will  never  come  in  the  morning,  at  noon-tide,  or  in  the 
evening  of  the  perfect  day  ;  while  two  of  tliese  systems  deny  that  sin 
shall  be  finished,  or  death  destroyed  ;  and  the  third  makes  an  end  of 
transgression  and  abolislies  death,  by  eternal  extinction  of  the  breath 
of  God  —  for  the  soul  of  man  is  the  breatli  of  (lod  —  ])y  annihilating 
spirits  themselves,  innnortal  emanations  from  "  the  God  and  fatlicr  of 
the  spirits  of  all  flesh."  Ten  thousand  other  arguments  miglit  be  of- 
fered ;  but,  as  we  have  no  wish  to  offend,  charity  whispers  Forbear, 
stay  thine  hand,  this  may  suffice. 

It  now  remaineth  that  we  offer  a  brief  ejiitome  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  our  Faith  ;  and  present  the  usual  addresses  on  these  inter- 
estino;,  solenm,  and  affecting  occasions. 

Be  ye  then  persuaded,  my  Christian  friends  of  every  name,  that  wo 
profess  to  a})pear  in  the  presence  of  the  living  God,  on  this  the  day 
of  "  the  feast  of  the  dedication,"  in  no  other  character  than  that  of 
"  the  chiefest  of  sinners  ;"  and  as  the  prey  of  tlie  terrible,  the  cap- 
tives of  sin,  and  prisoners  unto  death,  we  have  no  hope  of  deliverance 
from  the  first,  salvation  from  the  second,  or  redemption  from  the  third 
of  these  powerful  enemies,  excepting  in,  by,  and  througli  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  —  the  strength  of  God's  right  hand,  made  strong  for  us, 
for  you,  for  all.  And  as  a  professing  people,  we  most  religiously  be- 
lieve that  Israel  at  the  waters  of  the  red  sea ;  tlie  armies  of  Saul  on 
the  plains  of  Elah  ;  and  the  children  of  tlie  ca})tivity  in  Babylon, 
were  precisely  as  competent  to  combat  witli  Pharaoh,  to  conquer 
Goliah,  and  overcome  the  Assyrian,  as  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Adam  are  to  "  destroy  him  wlio  had  tlie  power  of  death  ;"  "  to 
finish  sin,"  as  it  respects  guilt,  or  penalty;  or  "to  abolish  death, 
and  to  bring  life,  and  hnmortality,  and  everlasting  righteousness  to 
light."  But  most  solemnly  as  we  believe  these  general  principles 
before  God,  yet  as  solemnly,  in  the  fulness  of  faith  nothing  doubting, 
we  believe  with  the  heart  that  Jesus  Christ  is  "  the  promised  bruiser 
of  the  serpent's  head,"  who  was  not  only  manifest  to  destroy  the  works 
of  the  devil,"  but  also  to  destroy  him  who  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil."  And,  therefore,  we  rest  assured  that  the  Captain 
of  our  salvation,  and  of  yours,  "  shall  consume  this  son  of  perdition 
with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  destroy'him  by  the  brightness  of  his 
coming      and,  as  "  the  God  of  peace,  finally  tread  Satan  under  your 
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feet,"  and  ours;  for  although  liis  excellency,  in  human  idea,  may 
have  mounted  to  the  heavens,  and  his  head,  exalted  by  man  above 
that  of  J esus,  liave  reached  beyond  the  clouds  ;  yet,  in  the  glowing 
language  of  Zophar  the  Naamatliitc,  "  he  shall  perish  forever,  and 
they  which  have  seen  him  in  vision  shall  say,  where  is  he?  Yea, 
he  shall  fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall  not  be  found.  That  which 
he  labored  for,  he  must  restore ;  according  to  his  substance  shall  the 
restitution  be  :  and  neither  son  nor  nephew  shall  be  left  unto  him, 
nor  any  remaining  in  all  his  dwellings." 

Secondly.  We  most  solemnly  believe,  in  the  presence  of  God, 
that  Salvation  from  Sin,  no  loss  than  deliverance  from  the  Grand 
Adversary,  is  only  to  be  found  in  Jesus,  according  to  the  name  that 
was  named  upon  him,  by  the  Arch  Angel  Gabriel,  before  he  was 
born  at  Bethleham  Ephratah ;  so  naming  hhn  "  Jesus,  that  is  a  Sa- 
viour," l)ecause  "  he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins  ;"  and  deep 
as  conviction  must  be  that  we  ourselves  have  sinned,  and  do  sin  ; 
genuine  as  true  conversion  is,  when  tui'ned  from  the  error  of  former 
evil  ways  ;  perfect  as  repentance  may  be,  winch  needeth  not  to  be 
repented  of ;  and  good  as  the  best  of  good  works  are,  as  good  and 
profitable  unto  men,  we  dare  not  found  the  beginning  of  our  confi- 
dence, nor  rest  the  hope  of  our  rejoicing,  on  any  or  all  of  these  Chris- 
tian graces  ;  and  say  unto  them,  as  ancient  Israel  did  unto  their 
golden  ornaments,  "  these  be  thy  Gods,  0  Israel,"  which  have 
brought  thee  up  out  of  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  and  sliall  lead  beyond 
the  wastes  of  death,  to  immortality  and  glory. 

Sin,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  burthens  every  sinner  with  con- 
scious guilt ;  brings  him  to  the  tribunal  of  the  law  ;  leaves  him  at  the 
judgment  seat  of  justice ;  and,  for  one  offence,  thunders  the  sentence 
of  death  upon  his  soul.  And  will  any  man  plead  that  conviction  of 
crime  is  oblivion  of  guilt  ?  Can  conversion  from  jiast  iniquities  save 
from  present  penalty  V  Has  repentance  itself  the  power  of  forgive- 
ness unto  life  ?  Can  future  good  works  become  salvation  from  death, 
already  incurred  ?  These  things  are  impossible  in  nature  :  they  are 
more  than  impossible  in  grace.  And  therefore  we  look  with  a  single 
eye  beyond  them  all — though  excellent  in  their  appropriate,  humble 
si>heres  —  and  most  solennily  believe,  for  ourselves,  that  none  but 
"  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world,"  can  "  fin- 
ish sin,"  as  it  respects  present  guilt,  future  i)enalty,  or  possible  re- 
commission  ;  and  that  none  but  Jesus  can  offer  acceptable  or  ac- 
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ccptcd  "reconciliation  for  iniijuity,  ami  bring  in  everlasting  right- 
eousness," as  the  end  of  all  his  glorious  toils  ;  and  in  as  much  as 
Christ  existed  from  eternity  in  the  character  of  "  the  slain  Lamb," 
and  appeared  in  time  "  to  put  away  Sin  by  tlie  sacrifice  of  himself," 
becoming  thereby  "  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  only  for  ours, 
but  also  for  the  sin  of  the  whole  world  ;"  we  therefoi-e  are  persuaded 
in  heart  that  what  he  bowed  his  heavens  to  accomplisli,  he  will  most 
assuredly  perform;  and  because  "  he  loveth  righteousness  and  hateth 
wickedness,"  "the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  shall  come  unto  an 
end  ;"  and  "  all  thy  people  sliall  be  righteous,  thou  King  of  right- 
eousness and  King  of  Salem,  which  is,  by  interpretation.  King  of 
Peace." 

Finally,  and  to  conclude  this  juofcssion  of  our  faith  in  God,  of  our 
belief  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  IJehold,  my  brethren  and  my 
friends,  the  last,  last  enemy  is  moving  on  :  his  name  is  Death.  Ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand  sluifts  are  ever  s[tL'ediiig  from  his  open 
quiver.  He  "  draweth  not  his  bow  at  a  venture  ;"  and  no  arrow  is 
returned  to  hhn,  which  hath  shot  wide  of  its  mark.  No  less  than 
four  score  thousands  fall  from  day  to  day  ;  three  thousands  drop  as 
every  hour  revolves  in  time  ;  and  more  than  tliirty  crowd  tlie  minute 
as  it  flies  along  ;  and,  still  unsated  in  the  chase  of  dying  Man,  "  the 
pale  horse  and  his  rider"  paw  in  the  valley  of  life,  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  destruction,  and  swallow  the  dust  of  mortality  with  fierce- 
ness and  rage. 

God  of  our  lives  I  beginning  of  our  days!  and  end  of  nmnbered 
years  !  0  whither  shall  we  flee  from  death  V  And  where  shall  we 
look  for  deliverance  from  the  grave?  Blessed,  forever  blessed  be  thy 
name,  thou  "  father  of  mercies!"  thou  "  Cod  of  all  consolations  !" 
the  "  victory  is  given  over  both,  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,"  as  "  the 
resurrection  and  the  life."  Thanks  be  unto  (iod  I  who  causeth  us  to 
triumph  in  tlie  Son  of  his  love.  The  word  of  thy  faithfulness  and 
tliy  truth  promised,  in  days  of  old,  "  0  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues  ! 
0  grave  !  I  will  be  thy  destruction!"  and  faithful  to  perform,  as 
gracious  to  promise,  thy  Son,  the  Son  of  thy  bosom,  liatli  "  tasted 
death  for  every  man:  that  through  death  he  might  destroy  death  ;" 
and,  death  being  swallowed  up  of  life  eternal,  l)y  "  the  first  fruits  of 
them  that  slejjt,"  the  "first  begotten  from  the  dead,  who  is  alive 
and  liveth  forevermore,"  and  in  whose  "  right  hand  are  the  keys  of 
death  and  hell,"  shall  sound  with  almighty  voice  this  glorious  chal- 
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Icnge  on  the  car  of  death  —  it  is  the  challenge  of  the  "  King  of 
Glory,"  addressed  to  "the  King  of  terrors  —  "0  death,  where  is 
thy  sting?  0  grave,  thy  victory,  where?"  And  death,  unable  to 
reply,  is  silent  as  the  grave  ;  and  the  grave  lays  his  hand  upon  his 
mouth,  and  his  mouth  speechless  in  dust ;  and  the  Lord  God  omnip- 
otent "shall  utterly  abolish  death  forever;"  and  "  there  shall  bo 
no  more  death,"  neither  temporal, 'nor  spiritual;  and  death,  eternal 
death,  shall  never  be. 

And  does  it,  my  brethren  and  my  friends,  re(piire  the  mighty 
power  of  the  mighty  God,  to  clothe  this  corruptible  upon  with  incor- 
ru])tion?  and  tliis  mortal  to  hivest  with  the  robe  of  hnmortality  ? 
Yes  !  verily,  it  doth.  Then  how  much  more  of  these  Godlike  energies 
are  needed  to  finish  the  reign  of  spiritual  death,  and  to  raise  there- 
from, in  the  glories  of  the  resurrection,  to  an  endless  life  of  holiness 
and  bliss  ?  And  are  we  unable  to  "do  that  which  is  least  ?"  to  save 
from  temporal  death,  or  bring  up  from  the  depths  of  the  grave?  ,0, 
why  indulge  the  vain  thought  of  doing  that  which  is  most  ?  for  re- 
demption from  spiritual  death  must  be  the  greater  work  of  the  two. 
llather  let  us  learn  our  own  weakness,  than  boast  of  our  strength  ; 
and  "  cease  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  and  of  whom 
no  account  is  to  be  made,"  as  Redemption  or  Salvation  from  the 
hand  of  these  three  powerful  enemies,  whose  names  are  "  sin,  death, 
and  him  who  had  the  power  of  death  ;"  and  let  each  one  of  the 
human  race  be  persuaded  for  himself,  that,  when  a  trembling  spire  of 
grass,  "  decked  in  excellency,  in  majesty,  in  glory  and  beauty,"  shall 
cast  abroad  the  rage  of  its  wrath,  and  by  the  licrceness  of  that  wrath 
abase  the  pride  of  the  proud  destroyer,  and,  treading  down  the  wicked 
in  their  place,  hide  sinners  in  the  dust  together — then  God  will  confess 
to  the  sons  of  Adam  that  "  their  own  right  hands  can  save  them  " 
from  death  ;  and  the  strengtli  of  their  own  arms,  becoming  Redemp- 
tion and  Salvation  united,  shall  enable  them  to  say,  in  the  language 
of  personal  trimnph,  "  0  thou  enemy,  thy  destructions  are  come  to 
a  perpetual  end." 

Men,  brethren,  and  fathers  !  Ye  are  now  presented  with  the  gen- 
eral outlines  of  our  faith,  as  believers  in  "  the  rilospel  which  God 
himself  i)reaclied  unto  Abraham;"  as  believers  "  in  tlie  promises," 
that  are  sealed  "  Yea  and  Amen,"  by  all  the  solemnities  of  the  Oath 
of  Jeliovah  ;  for  because  the  Almighty  "  could  swear  by  no  greater, 
he  sware  by  himself,"  thus  saying :  "by  myself  have  I  sworn,  saith 
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the  Lord,  that  in  thy  seed,  and  tliat  seed  my  son  Jesus,  shall  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  all  heav- 
enly plaees."  And  to  this  original  Oath  of  blessing,  God  hath 
most  graciously  added  a  second,  whereby  we  receive  divine  assurance 
*'  that  eveiy  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess  in  heaven 
above,  on  earth  beneath,  and  in  tlie  depths  beneath  botli,  that  Jesus 
Clnistis  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  father;"  and  from  hence  it 
follows,  as  an  effect  of  "the  eternal  purpose,"  purposed  before  all 
worlds  began,  that  "in  the  dispensation  of  the  falness  of  times,  all 
things  shall  be  gathered  together  in  and  unto  Christ,  as  the  head  of 
all  principality  and  power,  and  tlie  head  of  every  man,  Avhether  they 
be  things  in  heaven,  or  things  on  earth."  And  from  this  moment, 
thenceforward,  throughout  one  vast  eternity,  forever  blessing  as  for- 
ever blest,  "  every  creature  in  lieaven,  on  cartli,  under  the  earth,  in 
the  sea,  and  all  that  in  tliem  are,  shall  be  heard  ascribing,  as  with 
one  voice,  Ijlessing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  unto  Him  who 
sitteth  U})on  the  throne,  aftd  unto  the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever." 

These  are  "  the  true  sayings  of  God."  He  is  "  faitliful  who  hath 
j)romiscd,"  and  that  whicli  God  hatli  promised  he  is  able  to  perform. 
Yea,  verily,  the  every  good  word  of  our  God  shall  receive  its  accom- 
plishment in,  by,  and  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "  the  faithful 
witness  "  to  eternal  truth  :  And  not  an  iota  of  these  exceedingly 
great  and  precious  promises  can  possibly  be  made  void  and  of  none 
effect,  by  all  those  tremendous  judgments,  which  are  treasured  in 
vials  of  wrath,  and  poured  abroad  as  the  seven  last  plagues.  And, 
therefore,  although  we  most  firmly  believe  in  cliastisement,  correction 
and  punishment,  according  to  all  that  is  written  in  the  volume  of 
divine  revelation,  yet,  "  through  faith,  in  faitli  nothing  doubting," 
even  while  "  we  stand  on  the  sea  of  glass  mingled  with  fire,"  we  are 
divinely  enabled  "  to -sing  the  song  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God, 
and  the  s(mg  of  the  Lamb,"  thus  saying  :  "  Great  and  marvellous  are 
thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty  !  Just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou 
King  of  Saints  !  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name  ?  even  thine,  the  only  holy ;  for  all  nations  whom  thou  hast 
made  shall  come  and  worship  before  thee,  because  tliy  judgments 
are  made  manifest ;"  which  judgments  are  a  revealed  manifestation 
of  "love  for  righteousness,  and  hatred  of  ini([uity ;"  and  as  such, 
judgment  is  one  of  the  means  which  infinite  wisdom  lias  ordained  to 
produce  a  glorious  end,  all  worthy  of  a  God  :  even  tliat  end  which 
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infinite  goodness  proposed  to  itself,  when  the  proud  Chaldean  was 
brought  down  from  his  throne  by  the  arm  of  infinite  power,  and  left 
in  the  deep  valley  of  awful  humiliation,  until  "  seven  times  "  of  an- 
guish, tribulation  and  distress  had  gone  over  him,  and  he  knew  that 
"the  Most  High  ruled  in  the  kingdoms  of  men,"  and  that  "  whoso- 
ever walketh  in  pride,  God  is  able  to  abase." 

On  these  principles,  which  are  supported  by  abundant  scripture, 
and  which  liarmonize  with  all  the  attributes  of  God,  we  most  firmly 
believe,  for  ourselves,  that  the  dashings  of  the  iron  rod  of  Almighty 
power  are  guided  by  the  same  spirit  of  essential  love,  as  reaches 
forth  the  golden  sceptre  of  celestial  grace  ;  and  feel  ourselves  equally 
disposed  to  adore,  amid  "  the  blackness  and  darkness  and  the  tem- 
pest "  of  the  stormy  day,  as  amid  "  the  light,  tlie  joy  and  the  peace 
of  Mount  llcrmon,"  where  "  the  Lord  hath  connnanded  the  bless- 
ing," which  he  never  will  revoke,  "  even  life  everlasting,  forever- 
more." 

Indulge  me  to  add  that  if  this  faith,  which  anticipates,  "  with  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,"  the  final  deliverance  of  "  the  whole 
creation  from  that  state  of  vanity  and  bondage  unto  corruption,  be- 
neath which  it  hath  groaned,  and  still  groancth,  being  burthened, 
waiting  for  the  adoption,  the  redemption  of  the  whole  body ;"  if  this 
faith  should  not  be  productive  of  "  glory  to  God  in  the  highest," 
through  the  medium  of  '*  peace  and  good  will  to  men,"  continually 
manifested  by  deeds  of  active  beneficence,  "doing  good  unto  all," 
as  opportunity  may  offer,  or  necessity  implore — then  every  other  de- 
nomination of  Christians  is  publicly  authorized  to  pronounce  Univer- 
salists  worse  than  infidels  of  the  boldest  front,  and  most  unworthy  of 
the  human,  still  more  worthless  of  the  Christian  name  ;  for  our  mo- 
tives "  to  love  God  with  all  the  soul,  with  all  tlic  heart,  with  all  the 
mind,  with  all  the  might  and  all  the  strength  "  of  ardent  love,  are 
more  numerous  and  more  powerful  tlian  those  of  any  other  persua- 
sion in  the  world  ;  and  our  obligations  to  love  all  the  human  race, 
without  the  exception  of  a  single  individual,  and  to  love  them,  "  not 
in  word  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth,"  are  vastly  superior  to  those 
of  any  other  religious  profession  beneath  these  heavens  of  the  Lord. 

The  usual  addresses  on  these  interesting,  solemn  and  affecting  oc- 
casions, entreat  immediate  attention,  and  conclude  the  solemnities  of 
this  auspicious  morn. 
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My  Fathers,  my  Brethren  and  Sisters,  of  this  beloved  Society  ! 
a  Society  which  hath  sprung  up  "  like  the  grass  ;  as  willows  by  the 
water  courses,"  which  '*  wait  not  for  man,  nor  tarry  for  the  sons  of 
men  but  are  fed  on  "  showers  of  l)lessing  "  from  above,  and 
drink  of  "  the  dews  of  heaven,"  from  on  high. 

Indulge  your  brethren  "  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,"  fellow 
believers  with  you  "  that  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himself,"  most  fervently  to  rejoice  with  your  rejoicing  sjjirits, 
on  this  the  day  of  "  the  feast  of  the  dedication  ;"  a  feast  of  dainties 
indeed,  to  our  gladdened  eyes  ;  a  feast  of  high  solenmities  to  our 
thankful  hearts  ;  and  "a  feast  of  dehcacies  exquisitely  rich,  of  old 
wines  perfectly  refined,"*  from  henceforth  nourishing  and  making 
glad  your  innnortal  spirits  ;  for  we  are  not  only  privileged  with  dedi- 
cating this  new  and  elegant  edifice  to  the  future,  solemn,  social  wor- 
ship of  "the  just  God  and  the  Saviour" — to  the  praise  of  "the 
King  of  all  the  earth,"  no  less  than  "  King  of  Zion,  who  is  just, 
and  yet  hath  salvation  "  — but  ye  are  most  blessed  with  being  per- 
mitted to  induct  on  this  afternoon,  as  the  minister  thereof,  one  of  our 
best  beloved  and  most  respected  brethren  in  the  ministry  of  "the 
glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God  :"  a  brother,  "  whose  praise  de- 
servedly had  been  in  all  our  churclies,"  for  several  years  previous  to 
his  public  ordination  :  a  brother,  who  hath  evermore  walked  worthy 
of  the  high  and  the  holy  vocation,  whereunto  he  was  called  by  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Universal  Churches  in  September,  1803  : 
a  brother  and  a  friend,  with  whom  his  father  and  elder  brethren 
"  have  taken  sweet  counsel  together,"  on  many  interesting  and  mo- 
mentous occasions,  and  whom  they  have  listened  to  with  personal 
improvement  and  united  approbation  of  heart  and  soul  :  a  brother, 
son,  fellow-laborer,  and  faithful  nnnister,  for  whom  the  various  Socie- 
ties, in  which  he  hath  exercised  his  eminent  gifts,  feel  the  most  un- 
feigned respect,  the  tenderest  affection,  and  the  warmest  love  ;  and 
to  whom  this  beautiful  flock  have  given  pleasing  testimony  of  Chris- 
tian esteem,  by  the  unanimity  of  that  call  whicli  hath  been  duly  pre- 
sented for  his  acceptance,  and  which  call  is  duly  accepted  by  our 
well-beloved  brother,  and  esteemed  friend. 

Accept,  we  beseech  you,  revered  fathers,  lieloved  brethren,  and 
respected  sisters,  the  fervency  of  our  most  fervent  })rayers ;  they  rise 
spontaneous  from  this  bosom,  and  they  are  the  su])[»lications  of  all  our 

*Sec  Bishop  Lowth'8  leaiah. 
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*  hearts,  "  tliat  his  bow  may  abide  in  the  strength  of  the  God  of  his 
salvation,"  and  of  yours  ;  that  "  his  hands  may  be  made  strong  by 
the  great  sliepherd  of  the  sheep,  the  rock  of  Israel;"  that  "his 
heart  may  continually  indite  good  matter  concerning  the  King  in  all 
his  beauty  ;"  that  "  his  tongue  may  be  a  polished  shaft  from  the 
quiver  of  celestial  truth  ;  and  "  his  feet  beautiful  as  the  feet  of  him 
who  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace,  that  saith  unto  Zion, 
thy  God  roigneth  ;  and  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  behold  your  salva- 
tion Cometh."  Long,  very  long,  for  many,  many,  happy,  useful 
years,  may  "  he  go  in  and  out  before  you,  feeding  in  the  strength  of 
the  Lord  God,"  leading  to  the  still  waters  of  peace,  and  reposing  in 
the  green  pastures  of  immortality  :  and  finally,  at  some  late  hour  of 
lengthened  life,  extended  to  a  good  old  age,  may  his  joyous  spirit, 
"rejoicing  in  God  his  saviour,"  be  gathered  into  "  the  everlasting 
kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  both  his  Lord  and  yours;"  and 
with  the  dear  people  of  his  present  and  future  cliarge,  as  a  part  of  his 
hope,  his  joy,  his  diadem  of  beauty,  and  crown  of  eternal  rejoicing, 
may  he  and  you  pass,  in  fellowship  divine,  a  blissful  eternity  of  never- 
ending  praise,  encircling  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  with  ever- 
lasting songs  of  gratitude  and  love.  Amen. 

My  very  dear  Sir,  esteemed  Friend,  and  beloved  Brother  : 
It  is  numbered  with  the  felicities  of  the  life  of  your  ministering  fellow- 
servant,  that  he  had  the  honor  to  deliver  your  Ordination  Sermon  in 
the  presence  of  assembled  multitudes.  It  adds  greatly  to  present 
felicity,  that  he  has  been  permitted  to  assist  in  the  solemnities  of  the 
Dedication  of  this  house,  and  that  he  has  the  happiness  of  anticipating 
your  Installation  therein,  on  this  very  afternoon,  as  ministering  to  all 
those  who  may  worship  within  these  walls.  Nothing,  my  dear  sir, 
can  heighten  the  joy  of  my  heart,  except  the  pleasing  hope  that, 
when  opportunity  may  indulge,  inclination  will  lead,  to  refresh  the 
spirits  of  your  affectionate  brethren  in  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 
by  kindly  visiting  them,  in  "  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ."  It  is  yet  a  very  little  while,  and  the  curtain  of  sepa- 
ration is  drawn  between  me  and  that  dear  people ;  and  more  than 
probable  we  meet  no  more,  until  we  meet  beyond  the  shores  of  time. 
Most  fervently,  most  feelingly,  your  brother  and  friend  commends  the 
brethren  in  that  place  to  your  Christian  attentions.  The  best  affec- 
tions of  those  who  are  within,  and  of  many  who  are  as  yet  without, 
equally  centre  in  you.  llemember,  I  beseech  you,  their  abundant 
good  will,  and  repay  it  in  abounding  labors  of  love. 
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And  now,  niy  dear  sir,  warm  from  tins  ft'oling  lieart,  accept  tlio 
fervent  prayers  of  all  my  inmost  soul,  that  tlie  spirit  of  liarmony  and 
peace,  which  at  present  exists  in  tliis  Society,  may  Ijc  continued  to 
the  end  of  your  days ;  and,  continually  increasiiit^,  may  it  aljound 
more  and  more,  in  repeated  acts  of  kindness  and  liberality  to  you  and 
yours.  May  careless  inattention  on  the  one  lumd,  or  cold  neglect  on 
the  other,  never  give  a  pain  to  your  generous  mind,  nor  imprint  a 
wound,  deeper  than  death,  on  your  maidy  Itosom.  ]\Iay  the  malig- 
nant demon  of  party  spirit  never  intrude  on  your  j)eace ;  nor  the  un- 
intentional errors  of  a  brother  pilgrim  descend  like  a  tempest,  and 
beat  as  "  a  vehement  wind  "  on  your  devoted  head.  And  0  !  that 
God  Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Spirit,  may  bless  your 
Sabbath  ministrations  in  word,  in  doctrine,  in  ordinances,  most  abun- 
dantly; and  crown  your  faithful  services  at  the  bed  of  sickness  and 
death,  in  the  house  of  mourning,  and  at  the  grave,  with  all  the  bene- 
dictions of  his  inmiediate  presence ;  and  add  tliereto  the  blessings  of 
the  nether  and  the  upper  springs  of  blessing,  and  of  bliss  united.  — 
And  may  you,  my  dear  sir,  my  brother,  more  than  friend ;  the  part- 
ner of  your  present  joys ;  the  fond  maternal  form  that  sleeps  in  dust ; 
the  children  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  all  the  people  of  your 
charge,  rise  joyous  together  from  the  mansions  of  the  tondj,  and  wait 
your  eternal  acceptance,  and  be  forever  accepted  of  God,  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

My  Father  !  My  Father  !  the  Presiding  Elder  ok  this 
Council;  the  Chariot  of  our  Israel,  and  tlie  horsemen  thereof!*  — 
Indulge  a  son,  who  hath  served  with  you  in  the  Gospel  for  seven 
years,  to  rejoice  on  your  behalf,  no  less  than  in  behalf  of  the  church- 
es, that  it  hath  pleased  "  the  one  Shepherd  of  the  fold  "  to  continue 
your  much  needed  and  highly  useful  life  to  this  late  day,  the  day  of 
"the  Feast  of  the  Dedication,"  with  the  day  of  Installation  united 
thereto  :  a  day,  in  which  the  hoary  head  of  venerable  old  age  is  given 
to  "  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  "  in  the  morning  of  his  strength ; 
to  behold  the  faithful  zeal  of  the  meridian  of  his  life  crowned,  as  with 
a  crown  of  earthly  rejoicing,  before  the  rishig  of  the  sun  of  eternity 
points  to  a  crown  of  heavenly  glory.  It  hath  been  your  high  honor, 
your  distinguished  felicity,  venerable  sir,  to  go  forth  unto  threescore 
years  and  ten,  "bearing  precious  seed,"  even  "the  seed  of  the 
woman,"  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus."  The  birds  of  the  air  have  fol- 
lowed close  on  your  furrows,  and  the  enemy  hath  not  failed  to  sow 


*Tbe  llev.  John  Mdiuiay,  of  Boston. 
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tares  among  the  wheat.  But  blessed,  forever  blessed  be  the  God  of 
the  full  harvest  in  glory,  these  very  birds  have  scattered  the  seed 
which  they  swallowed  to  destroy ;  and  the  enemy,  instead  of  changing 
wheat  into  tares,  is  feeding  on  the  dust  of  his  own  chaff.  The  joyous 
solemnities  of  this  happy  hour,  the  still  more  joyous  that  we  antici- 
pate on  this  afternoon,  must  be  grateful  to  all  the  feelings  of  your 
soul ;  and  mcthinks  I  hear  the  language  of  good  old  Simeon  breath- 
ing the  transports  of  your  gladdened  heart,  most  fervently,  most 
thankfully  saying,  "Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in 
peace  for  "  God  is  known  in  Judah ;  his  name  is  great  in  Israel ; 
in  Salem  also  is  his  tabernacle  ;  and  there  shall  the  more  glorious 
and  excellent  than  the  mountains  of  prey  break  the  arrows  of  the 
])ow,  the  shield,  the  sword,  and  the  battle.  Selah  !"  But,  better  as 
it  is  for  the  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  "  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ," 
your  l)rethren,  your  sons,  your  children,  account  it  more  needful  for 
them,  more  needful  for  all,  that  you  abide  yet  in  the  valley  for  many 
days ;  and  in  all  the  fervency  of  heartfelt  prayer,  we  fervently  pray 
that  the  chariot  of  death  may  be  long  in  coming;  and  the  wheels  of 
the  chariot  of  salvation  pause  for  a  length  of  useful  and  of  happy 
years,  on  Zion's  hallowed  hill.  And  0,  whensoever  it  moves  on  at 
divine  conmiand,  may  you  rise  on  the  pinioris  of  faith,  as  the  Angel 
uprose  in  the  flames  of  the  Altar  from  the  rock  of  IManoah,  and  speed 
your  joyous  flight  to  realms  of  everlasting  day,  eternal  life,  and  never 
ending  bliss ! 

Beloved  Bkkthren  of  this  assembled  Council,  convened  for 
the  two-fold  purpose  of  Dedicating  this  House,  and  for  the  Installa- 
tion of  the  well  beloved  Minister  elect !  ]*ermit  a  brother  and  a 
friend  to  breathe  the  unfeigned  gratitude  of  his  heart  unto  God,  that 
he  hath  been  united  with  you,  and  that  you  have  been  united  with 
him,  in  the  joyous  solemnities  of  this  auspicious  day  —  a  day  which 
includes  as  it  were  the  blessings  of  the  iietlier  and  the  upper  springs 
united  together,  in  "  the  feast  of  the  dedication,"  succeeded  by  that 
superior  feast,  in  which  we  are  invited  to  jiaitake  of  still  superior 
dainties  than  have  been  set  l^efore  you  this  morning ;  for  I  am  verily 
persuaded,  from  the  known  and  appro\'ed  talents  of  those  brethren 
who  shall  lead  in  l^rayers,  follow  with  Sermon,  and  give  the  Charge, 
that  all  those  who  may  attend  on  this  afternoon  will  liave  abundant 
cause  to  say,  -'Thou,  0  Lord,  hast  kept  tliat  Avhich  is  good  until 
now." 

The  most  solemn  part  of  duty  remains  unfulfilled  as  yet — the 
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most  interesting  possible  to  all  my  feelings,  the  most  affecting  to  the 
heart  of  your  brotlier,  companion,  and  friend  :  and  that  is,  to  return 
the  sincerest  thanks  of  your  unworthy  fellow  servant  to  the  kind  ac- 
ceptance of  the  General  Convention  of  the  Universal  Churches  of  the 
New-England  States,  for  the  many  tokens  of  esteem,  affection  and  love 
wherewith  the  many  members  of  that  one  })ody  have  been  pleased  to 
honor  their  affectionate  brother  and  devoted  servant,  by  repeatedly 
electing  him  as  their  Presiding  Elder,  in  Annual  General  Session, 
whether  convened  in  Massachusetts,  New-Hampshire,  or  Vermont,  — 
a  sacred  and  solenm  trust,  which  the  love  of  my  beloved  brethren  re- 
committed to  me  on  the  last  year,  as  a  new  proof  of  undiminished 
confidence  and  respect ;  and  which  your  grateful  friend  and  brother 
begs  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  return  into  the  hands  of  the  General 
Convention,  preparing  to  assemble  at  Barnard,  Vermont,  through  the 
medium  of  those  beloved  brethren  who  are  now  present ;  and  when 
you,  my  friends,  shall  feelingly  perform  this  painful  duty  for  an  ab- 
sent brother,  and,  in  my  name,  bid  the  General  Convention  a  tender, 
pathetic,  affectionate  farewell,  be  ye  pleased  to  j)resent  therewith  the 
fervent  prayers  of  all  my  soul,  that  the  head  of  every  individual  mem- 
ber may  be  "  anointed  with  renewed  anointings  of  the  joy  of  the  sal- 
vation of  God;"  that  the  heart  of  every  brother  may  be  refreshed  as 
with  "living  streams  from  the  waters  of  the  river  of  life  eternal;" 
that  the  spirits  of  the  brethren  may  drink  deeper  and  deeper  into  tlie 
depths  of  the  ocean  of  unchanging  love,  "the  love  of  God,  which 
surpasseth  all  understanding;"  and  may  the  blessings  wherewith  the 
General  Convention  shall  be  blessed  of  Jesus,  "  exceed  the  blessings 
of  their  progenitors,  and  prevail  above  the  blessings  of  their  fathers, 
to  the  utmost  bound  of  the  everlasting  hills."  And  0,  may  "the 
precious  things  brought  forth  by  the  sun  and  by  the  moon  ;  the  pre- 
cious things  of  the  earth,  and  the  fulness  thereof ;  with  the  good  will 
of  Him  that  dwelt  in  the  burning  bush,"  be  the  riches  of  your  in- 
heritance in  this  world,  and  in  tliat  which  is  to  come ;  and  may  the 
"  everlasting  arms  of  the  everlasting  father  "  be  roimd  about  you  in 
life,  and  "the  eternal  God  be  your  eternal  refuge"  in  the  hour  of 
death,  in  the  morn  of  the  resurrection,  and  the  day  of  assembled 
worlds.    Amen.    So  be  it.  Lord.  Amen. 

And  now,  with  uplifted  hands  spread  abroad  towards  tliine  holy 
oracle,  O  Lord  !  and  on  the  bended  knee  of  adoration  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  we,  the  Ministers  of  the  Universal  Chui-ches  assembled  on  the 
present  joyous  occasion,  most  solemnly  Dedicate  this  House  to  the  fu- 
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turc,  solemn,  social  worship  of  Almighty  God,  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit ;  most  fervently  praying  that  those  who  lead  the  sacred 
song  within  these  walls,  may  evermore  say,  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for 
he  is  good,  and  his  mercy  endureth  forever;"  and  may  "the  trum- 
peters and  singers,"  the  instrumental  and  vo'cal  performers,  never 
"  make  but  one  sound  in  thanking  and  praising  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies, and  the  God  of  all  comforts,  who  is  good  unto  all,  and  whose 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works."  And  may  thy  ministering 
servant,  0  Lord  !  who  shall  offer  the  petitions  of  his  own  heart,  and 
the  supplications  of  thy  people,  evermore  unite  the  voice  of  thanks- 
giving with  that  of  prayer  for  all  men  ;  because  it  is  thy  will,  0  God, 
that  "  all  men  shall  be  saved,  and  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  this 
thy  truth,  that  there  is  one  jNlediator  between  God  and  men,  the  God- 
iMan  Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  which  shall  be 
testified  in  due  time  ;"  and  consequent  whereon,  "  all  Thy  works,  in 
all  places  of  Thy  dominion,"  shall  ascribe  unto  Thee,  as  "the  God 
and  Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  llesh,"  the  kingdom  of  righteousness, 
of  joy,  and  of  peace ;  and  Thine  shall  be  the  morning  song  of  the 
Church  first  })orn  ;  the  noontide  shouting  of  the  just  made  perfect ; 
and  the  evening  anthem  of  the  innumerable  multitude,  forever  and 
forever.    Amen,  and  Amen  ! 
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Extract  from  the  Records  of' the  First  Univcrsalist  Society  in 

Salem : 

Committee  Meeting,  An<i;ust  22,  1859.  "  Tlic  Clerk  stated  that  the 
llev.  Lemuel  Willis,  in  connection  with  the  coj)y  of  his  recent  Senii-Ccnten- 
nial  Address,  Avhich  had  been  received,  had  inclicated  the  <;eneral  heads  for  an 
Appendix,  the  matter  for  which  he  had  not  fiiniished,  not  hein*;-  in  possession 
of  the  re(|iiisite  documents  and  materials.  The  Committee  therefore  instruct- 
ed the  Clerk  to  prepare  such  Appendix,  eml>racin<2;  such  matters  of  interest  us 
he  may  he  able  to  collect,  and  shall  deem  advisable  to  insert."* 

A.  — Page  4. 

The  consummation  of  a  period  of  fifty  years,  in  the  history  of  a  religious 
Society  or  other  org;mization,  is  always  an  event  deserving  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ol)Scrvance.  More  especially  is  this  true,  perhaps,  o\' first  half  cen- 
tury of  the  existence  of  sudi  organization  ;  as,  this  period  attained,  the  con- 
tinuance for  another  fifty  years  is  regarded  less  as  an  experiment  or  uncer- 
tainty, and  more  as  a  matter  of  course  and  confident  expectation.  However 
this  may  be,  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  joint  events  of  the  Dedication  of 
the  First  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Salem,  and  of  the  Installation  of  the 
first  Pastor  of  the  Society,  could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  some  special 
commemorative  services.  Accordingly,  an  approjiriate  celebration  of  the 
occasion  was  decided  u})on  by  the  Proprietors  of  the  church,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  September,  1858;  and  as  the  anniversary  day  approached,  (June 
22d,  1859,)  the  Committee  called  the  Proprietors  together  on  the  evening  of 
June  19,  to  consult  with  reference  to  the  jtreliminary  arrangements.  It  was 
found  impracticable  to  complete  such  pre})arations  for  the  celel)i-ation  as  were 
deemed  necessary,  before  the  22d,  and  hence  a  later  day  was  fixed  upon.  — 
Thus  umivoidably  deferred,  the  question  of  time  became  simply  one  of  con- 
venience ;  and,  in  this  view,  Thursday,  the  fourth  of  August,  was  set  apart 
for  the  j)ublic  observance  of  the  event.  A  Semi-Centennial  Discourse  by 
Kev.  Lemuel  AVillis,  in  the  forenoon,  and  a  Social  Ciathering,  Dinner,  &c.,  in 
the  afternoon,  were  to  constitute  the  leading  features  of  the  commemoration. 
InviUitions  to  partici])ate  therein  were  extended  to  the  clergymen  of  Salem,  of 
all  denominations,  and  other  citizens ;  to  the  Universalist  clergymen  of  the 
County  of  Essex,  of  Boston  and  the  neighboring  cities  and  towns,  and  to  all 
those,  from  various  portions  of  tlie  country,  who  had  preached  in  the  church 
since  the  Rev.  Sumner  Ellis  had  resigned  his  pastoral  charge. 

*The  reprinting  of  tlie  Dedication  Strmon,  wliich  now  forms  a  part  of  tlie  Appen- 
dix, was  tiubscqucntly  decided  upon,  and  hence  the  labor  assigned  to  the  Clerk  is  em- 
braced under  tlic  lieud  of  "Notes." 
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Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  August,  proved,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  a 
pleasant  and  agreeable  day.  At  the  ajjpointcd  hour  for  morning  services,  a 
goodly  ("ongregation  hud  assembled  in  the  church,  where  the  exercises  pro- 
ceeded in  the  following  order,  commencing  a  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock : 

Services  in  the  Ciiuiicii. 

I.   PRELUDE  AND  VULUNTAllY, 
IJY  OR^AN  AND  CHOIU. 

II.  INVOCATION, 

«Y  REV.  SETH  STETSON,  OF  IJKUNSWICK,  MAINE. 

III.   READING  OF  THE  SCIHFrURES, 
HY  UEV.  EliENEZEU  FISHER,  OF  CANTON,  NEW  YORK. 

IV.   ORIGINAL  HYMN, 
WRITTEN  IJY  CHARLES  W.  SWASEY,  ANJJ  READ  IJY  REV.  LE3IUEL  WILLIS. 

Swift,  as  the  weaver's  shuttle  i)layK, 

Have  passed  tli'  event  lul  Fifty  Vkaus, 
Since  first  this  House  of  i'rayer  ami  I'raiae 

Was  consecrate  by  Christian  seers. 

Tlie  sainted  Murray  tlieu  was  here, 

And  Richards,  with  his  rapt  address; 
And  SMiTii,  who  asked  in  fervent  prayer 

That  God  would  this  new  Temple  bless. 

liut  where  is  now  tliat  triple  band, 

Whose  fragrant  memory  yet  remains? 
Gone  to  the  blissful  "Better  Land," 

Where  God  is  praised  in  loftier  strains! 

Our  Fathers,  too;  ah!  where  are  they. 

Who  reared  in  hope  this  spacious  fane,  -  - 

And  bore  the  burden  of  that  day 

When  bigots  scorned  their  cherished  name? 

For  God's  great  truth  they  nobly  fought, 

As  those  who  battle  for  the  right; 
In  humble  prayer  His  aid  they  sought, 

And  triumphed  in  Jehovah's  might. 

One  after  one,  those  warriors  brave 

Have  laid  their  Christian  armor  down, 
Till  few,  yet  spared  us  from  the  grave, 

Await  to  share  the  victors'  crown. 

May  we,  on  whom  their  mantles  rest, 

lie  true  and  faithful  to  the  last; 
So  shall  our  children  call  us  blessed. 

When  Fifty  Years  again  have  passed. 

V.  PRAYER, 
IJY  REV.  SUiMNER  ELLIS,  OF  EAST  15R1GHTON. 
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VI.    OKlCilNAL  HYMN, 
WRITTEN  BY  CHARLES  W.  SWASEV,  AND  READ  BY  FATHER  STETSOX. 

When  to  our  God,  iu  solemn  rite, 

This  ancient  Church  was  given, 
Our  lathers  souglit  a  tiheplierd's  care. 

To  lead  the  way  to  heaveu. 

Before  that  summer's  sun  had  sunk 

Beneath  tlie  golden  west, 
The  music  of  their  shepherd's  voice 

With  joy  lilled  every  breast. 

Five  of  those  early,  hopeful  years, 

With  mild,  benignant  mien. 
The  gentle  Turner  led  his  flock 

Through  lields  of  "living  green." 

And  e'er,  within  these  Zion  walls, 

The  Gospel's  joyful  lay 
Has  cheered  the  pilgrim  traveler  on, 

To  this  glad  Festal  Day. 

Now  let  our  thankful  hearts  renew 

The  vows  our  father's  made, 
And  seek  the  guiding  hand  of  llim 

From  whom  is  all  our  aid. 

Come,  quick'ning  Spirit,  Lord  of  Life, 

And  still  Thy  people  bless, 
As  oft  their  feet,  in  corning  years, 

Shall  round  this  Altar  press. 

VII.  semi-centp:nnial  adduess, 

BY  REV.  LEMUEL  WILLIS,  OF  WARNER,  NEW  IIAAirSlilRE. 

VIII.  VOLUNTARY, 
BY  THE  CHOIR. 

IX.  FKAYEK, 

BY     REV.    E  .  FISHER. 

X.  DOXOLOGY, 

SUNG  BY  CHOIR  AND  CONGREGATION. 

From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies, 
Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise; 
Let  the  Redeemer's  name  be  sung, 
Through  every  land,  by  every  tongue. 

Eternal  are  Thy  mercies.  Lord; 

Eternal  truth  attends  Thy  word: 

Thy  praise  shall  sound  from  shore  to  shore, 

Till  suns  shall  rise  and  set  no  more. 


XI.  BENEDICTION, 
BY    REV.    8ETH  ST1:TS0N. 
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Of  the  character  of  tlicse  services,  we  find  the  following  description  in  the 
Salem  Kcgistcr  of  Monday  morning,  August  8  : — 

*  *  "  The  morning  exercises  in  the  church,  which  were  well  attended, 
commenced  at  cigiit  minutes  liefore  ten  o'clock,  closing  at  a  quarter  past 
twelve.  A  remarkable  degree  of  ap[)ropriateuesri  characterized  all  the  parts, 
and  the  people  listened  with  that  close  attention  which  witnessed  to  the  deep 
interest  they  felt.  Four  of  the  former  Pastors  of  the  Society  were  in  the  pul- 
pit, viz  :  llev.  Messrs.  Seth  Stetson,  of  Brunswick,  Me.;  Lemuel  Willis,  of 
Warner,  N.  11.;  Ebenezer  Fisher,  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Theological 
School  at  Canton,  N.  Y.;  and  Sumner  Ellis,  of  East  Brighton,  in  this  State. 

"  A  magnificent  Ixjuquet  of  tlowers,  some  tive  or  six  feet  in  height,  the  ar- 
rangement and  the  gift  of  Mr.  Frederick  Lamson,  was  placed  upon  the  com- 
munion table  in  front  of  the  altar,  and  attracted  the  adiuiring  gaze  of  all. 
This  remained  in  the  church  through  yesterday,  having  been  renewed  with 
fresh  fiowers.  Two  other  beautiful  bouquets,  of  lesser  dimensions,  from  the 
garden  of  C.  A.  Bopes,  Esq.,  placed  on  either  side  of  the  pulpit,  completed 
the  only  special  decorations  of  the  church. 

"  The  Prayer  of  Invocation,  by  the  venerable  "  Father  Stetson,"  as  he  is 
attectionately  called,  and  wlio  is  now  in  his  84th  year,  imj)resscd  every  one 
with  its  admirable  propriety,  and  its  deep,  Christian  fervor.  His  whole  soul 
seemed  absorbed  in  his  petition  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  all  forgot  his  age, 
except  to  be  impressed  ]>y  it  with  a  deeper  unction,  and  the  sublimer  beauty 
of  listening  to  an  aged,  white-haired  Christian  man,  as  he  breathed  out  his 
spirit  in  fervent  prayer,  and  invoked  the  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  the  assem- 
bly. He  is  emphatically  "anumof  prayer,"  and  although  his  memory  of 
persons  and  names  has  well  nigh  failed  him,  the  "  divinity  within"  seems  to 
grow  brighter  and  more  eloquent  with  advancing  years.  Indeed,  his  very 
])resence,  so  benign  and  venerable,  was  a  benediction  upon  the  jjcople.  In 
this  part  of  the  service,  nothing  could  have  been  omitted,  and  nothing  added 
to  its  improvement. 

"  Yesterday  afternoon.  Father  Stetson  preached  to,  or  rather  "  exhorted," 
as  he  exjjresses  it,  the  people  in  Kev.  E.  G.  Brooks's  church,  in  Lynn. 

"  The  Scripture  Selections,  read  l»y  Bev.  Mr.  Fisher,  were  from  various 
portions  of  the  Psalms,  and  also  from  the  New  Testament. 

The  leading  prayer  was  ottered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Ellis  ;  and  those  who  know 
his  special  gift  in  this  service,  which  to  him  is  always  a  service  of  ricli  spiritual 
delight,  need  not  be  told  that  it  was  all  Avhich  the  place  and  the  occasion  re- 
quired. 

"  Of  the  Semi-Ccntennial  Address,  by  ]?ev.  Lemuel  Willis,  we  shall  attempt 
no  sketch,  as  we  have  not  the  room  to  do  it  justice.  It  was  one  hour  and  a 
quarter  in  length,  and  delivered  in  that  clear,  calm,  dignified  and  impressive 
style,  which  has  ever  characterized  the  speaker.  After  an  appropriate  intro- 
duction, he  named  his  text,  from  Isaiah,  Ix  :  22  — ^  "  A  little  one  shall  become 
a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation."  He  sketched  the  origin  of  the 
Society,  and  its  rise  and  progress  Irom  "  small  "  beginnings  ;  briefly  alluded 
to  its  several  pastors,  who  have  been  ten  in  number,  —  the  shortest  pastorate, 
that  of  M.  H.  Smith,  being  less  than  two  years,  and  the  longest,  Mr.  Willis's, 
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about  nine  years  ;  and  took  a  prospective  glance  at  the  future,  wliich  is  bright 
with  promise  of  increasing  numbers  and  higlier  sjiiritual  attainments.  This 
address,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  was  just  what  it  should  have  been  for  such 
an  occasion.  It  will  be  published  in  pamjjhlet  form,  which  is  the  most  con- 
venient and  desirable  for  preservation.  As  a  historical  document,  it  will  pos- 
sess a  value  even  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Society  for  which  it  was  prepared. 

"  A  Voluntary  by  the  choir,  Prayer  by  Kev.  Mr.  Fisher,  Doxology  by  choir 
and  congregation,  and  Benediction  hy  Father  Stetson,  closed  the  services  in 
the  church. 

"  The  music,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  E,  Epton,  jr.,  was  very  excellent 
throughout.  "  Glory  be  to  God  on  High  "  was  the  opening  voluntary.  The 
first  hymn  was  sung  to  "  Missionary  Chant,"  as  chorus  and  quartette ;  the 
second  was  divided,  four  stanzas  being  alternately  rendered  by  chorus  and 
quartette,  to  the  tune  of  "  Carrol,"  of  grand  and  elevating,  yet  gentle  move- 
ment, and  the  last  two  stanzas  sung  to  "  Turner,"  making  a  striking,  but 
agreeable  and  appropriate  transition,  while  the  glistening  eyes  and  beaming 
countenances  of  the  "  Old  Folks,"  told  how  pleasantly  these  stirring  notes 
revived  the  musical  recollections  of  former  years.  Another  voluntary,  "  O 
Lord,  our  Governor,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth,"  succeeded 
the  occasional  address  ;  and,  last  of  all,  "  Old  Hundred  "  arose  in  its  grandeur 
from  both  choir  and  congregation. 

"Among  the  clergymen  and  preachers  present,  Ave  recognized  Kev.  Messrs. 
C.  ,C.  Beaman,  E.  B.  Willson,  J.  Lewis  Kussell,  Jones  Very,  F.  Gunner,  of 
Salem;  A.  St.  John  Chambre,  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Alexander  G.  Laurie,  of 
CharlestOAvn,  Mass.;  Edwin  A.  Eaton,  of  South  Keading ;  Willard  Spaulding, 
of  Newbm-yi^ort ;  J.  W.  Putnam,  of  Danvers  ;  John  Nichols,  of  Beverly  ;  S. 
Barden,  of  Marblehead ;  Elbridgc  G.  Brooks,  of  Lynn  ;  J.  IL  Campbell,  of 
Saugus ;  L.  B.  Mason,  of  Chicago,  Illinois." 

Gathering  at  the  Guove. 

At  one  and  a  quarter  and  two  o'clock,  trains  jjroceedcd  from  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Station  to  Pine  Grove,  near  South  Salem,  but  within  the  limits  of 
Marblehead.  Here  were  soon  assembled  a  company  of  some  fifteen  hundred 
persons,  including  a  large  number  of  children,  who  had  not  i)articij)atcd  in  the 
morning  services.  Indeed,  the  afternoon  gathering  was  more  especially  de- 
signed to  afibrd  the  young  people  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  the  day  in  such 
manner  as  they  could  best  appreciate  ;  and  the  eager  zest  with  wliich  they 
engaged  in  the  juvenile  sports  and  ])lays  that  are  fashionable  wiih  such  out- 
door assemblages,  —  their  merry  shouts,  and  sparkling  eyes,  and  rosy  checks, 
—  gave  evidence  that  they  realized  all  their  seniors  had  anticipated  for  them. 

The  tables  in  the  collation  tent  were  bountifully  spread,  and  decorated  with 
several  large  and  tastefully  arranged  bou(iuets  of  flowers,  furnished  by  Mr. 
Wm.  II.  Gardner,  from  the  conservatory  of  Mr.  Francis  Putnam.  Here  the 
Divine  Blessing  was  invoked  by  Kev.  Father  Stetson^  in  a  most  fervent  and 
appropriate  prayer,  and  the  refreshments  were  partaken  of  by  about  eight  hun- 
dred persons. 

Kehrhahn  and  Upton's  Quadrille  Band  furnished  the  instrumental  music 
for  the  afternoon ;  swings  and  the  Copenhagen  ring  amused  the  young  folks. 
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and  even  "  children  of  a  larger  growth  ;  "  tlie  "  mazy  dance  "  was  threaded 
by  many  buoyant  feet ;  those  of  more  sober  inclinations  indulged  in  pleasant 
conversation  ;  and,  about  half  past  seven,  the  last  train  left  for  "  home,  sweet 
home,"  bearing  away  the  remainder  of  a  large  company,  who  had  evidently 
enjoyed  the  afternoon  to  their  hearts'  content. 

One  very  i)leasant  feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  presence  of  several  clergy- 
men, and  otliers,  of  ditlercnt  denominations,  who  all  mingled  together  in  that 
social,  fraternal  and  sympathizing  mrfnncr,  which  it  is  always  so  rcfreshing  to 
behold  among  professed  Christians  of  various  names,  but  who  thus  manifest 
"  the  same  spirit." 

Before  the  last  of  the  large  assembly  left  the  Grove,  the  following  Parting 
Hymn,  written  by  Charles  W.  Swasey,  was  sung  by  several  hundred  voices, 
with  Band  accompaniment,  to  the  tune  of  "  Bethlehem  :" 

Now  these  festive  scenes  are  ending, 

Let  us  cliant  a  parting  song, 
While  the  sun,  now  low  descending, 

Smiles  upon  this  happy  throng. 
Let  these  sylvan  woodlands  listen 

To  the  chorus  that  we  raise,— 
Every  eye  with  gladness  glisten, 

As  we  swell  the  notes  of  praise. 

God  has  blessed  this  friendly  greeting 

To  the  joy  of  every  lieart, 
Though  the  hours,  too  quickly  tteeting. 

Bid  us  to  our  homes  dejjart. 
But  our  mem'ries  long  will  cherish 

All  our  hearts  have  felt  to-day 
Of  the  bliss  that  can  not  perish 

"VVheu  the  hour  has  passed  away. 

Friends  have  here  rejoiced  together, 

Who  on  earth  may  meet  no  more; 
Yet  we  shall  not  part  forever, 

But  on  Canaan's  blissful  shore 
Will  renew,  'mid  joys  supernal, 

All  the  love  we  here  have  known, 
There  to  spend  the  life  eternal 

Near  our  Heavenly  Father's  throne. 

Part  we  then  with  mutual  blessing, 

riighting  Friendship's  lioliest  vow. 
Ne'er  a  thought  or  wish  jjossessing 

That  we  would  not  cherish  now. 
Thanking  God  for  this  day's  pleasure. 

Asking  still  His  guiding  love, 
Cease  we  here  our  tuneful  measure, 

Echoed  tlirough  this  peaceful  grove. 

There  was  an  invigorating  bree/c  at  the  Grove,  although  the  weather  was 
sultry  in  the  city.    A  heavy  cloud  from  the  north  came  up  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  afternoon,  portending  a  shower ;  but  all  had  reached  their  homes 
'  in  safety  before  the  rain  ])egan  to  fall. 
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Thus  passed  the  day  to  the  Universalist  Society  in  Salem,  and  numerous  of 
its  friends  —  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  with  pleasure  by  all  who  partici- 
pated in  the  interesting  festivities  of  the  Fiftieth  Annivkusauy. 


B.— Page  11. 
Laying  the  Corner  Stone. 

Whatever  relates  to  the  origin  and- initiatory  movements  of  any  successful 
enter{)rise,  always  possesses  an  intrinsic  and  a  historical  value,  which  is  the 
more  enhanced  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  the  commencement  period. 
Hence  the  importance  of  making  minute  and  accurate  ]>rimary  records,  for 
the  instruction  and  beneht  of  coming  generations.  Doubtless  such  records  of 
the  First  Universalist  Society  in  Salem  have  been  kept  by  the  successive 
Clerks,  from  1805  imtil  the  present  day;  but,  unf<n-tunately,  the  book  of 
records,  bringing  down  the  history  of  the  Society  to  June,  1826,  has  been  lost 
to  their  possession,  and  no  trace  of  it  has  been  had  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
This  has  necessarily  thrown  us  back  upon  the  recollections,  private  records 
and  papers,  of  the  older  members  of  the  i)arish,  and  others,  for  such  facts  and 
dates  as  pertain  to  the  period  which  the  existing  records  do  not  cover.  The 
principal  of  these  dociunents  are  derived  from  tlie  venerable  Col.  Terley  Put- 
nam, and  the  late  Deacon  Nathaniel  Frothingluim. 

Before  proceeding  directly  to  speak  of  the  La3ang  of  the  Corner  Stone,  it 
may  be  well  to  take  a  brief  retrospective  survey  of  the  steps  whicli  led  thereto, 
so  far  as  we  may  now  be  able  to  trace  them.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  New 
York,  under  date  of  July  24th,  1839,  the  late  Dea.  Nathaniel  Frothingluim 
writes  :  — 

"I  removed  to  Salem,  from  Boston,  in  tlie  year  1794,  and  was  at  that  time, 
and  had  been  for  years  before,  full  in  the  belief  of  the  fiiuil  salvation  of  all 
men  ;  and  for  several  years  did  not  know  but  I  was  the  only  solitary  one  of 
such  precious  faith.  But,  Sir,  in  the  Fall  of  1804,  to  my  astonisliment  I  saw 
in  the  paper  of  the  day  a  notice  of  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Court  House, 
by  a  Universalist  preacher  whose  name  was  Samuel  Smith.  You  may  be 
sure  I  was  much  pleased.  I  atteiuled,  and  found  a  considerable  nundjcr  jires- 
ent.  But  his  services  did  not  give  good  satisfaction,  not  even  to  the  friends. 
But,  Sir,  I  have  thought  that  it  was  the  means  of  having  the  doctrine  intro- 
duced in  Salem  sooner  than  it  othenvisc  would  have  been  ;  for  wlien  I  came 
to  see  who  attended,  I  could  more  readily  discourse  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray had  at  this  time  some  aged  friends  whom  I  did  not  know  of,  although  he 
had  not  i)reached  in  the  place.  I  proposed  to  have  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr. 
Jones  preach  for  us,  which  was  much  approved  of;  and  in  the  month  of  May, 
1805,  Mr.  Murray  made  his  first  visit,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Jones  of  Glou- 
cester, and  Mr.  Richards  of  Portsmouth.  We  went  on  from  stcj)  to  step  till 
we  began  to  build  a  house  in  1808,  which  was  finishc^l  in  1809.  From  that 
time  to  this  the  doctrine  has  been  spreading,  and  is  now  entirely  spread  over 
this  region." 

This  first  visit  of  Mr.  Murray  was  made  on  the  20th  of  May,  1805,  from 
which  he  returned  to  Boston  on  the  25th.     In  this  connection  we  find 
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the  following  iiiimite :  "  At  a  private  meeting,  May  23(1,  held  hy  Messrs. 
Jonathan  Beckford,  Ebenezer  1*01)6,  Ca})t.  Jeduthan  Ui)ton,  Nathan  Luther, 
William  Luther,  Jacob  P.  Kust,  Joseph  Newhall,  Green.  Porter,  Mr.  Joseph, 
Nathaniel  Prothingham,  William  Putnam,  John  Motey,  and  Seth  King,  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  arising  from  a  visit  paid  us  by  Mr. 
John  Murray,  of  Boston,  collected  by  contriljution  S12.r;0.  Ditto  by  friends 
abroad,  $2.35." 

About  this  period,  beginning  with  Nov.  20,  (tlie  earliest  record  we  find  in 
relation  to  this  point,)  the  meetings  of  the  friends  were  held  at  Washington 
Hall,  with  Messrs.  Jonathan  Beckford,  Ebenezcr  Pope,  Josiah  Austin,  and  at 
"Prothingham  Hall,"  of  which  mention  is  fre(|uently  made,  and  which  is 
thus  explained  :  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  7th  of  January,  180G,  at  Josiah 
Austin's,  it  was  "  \  oted,  that  we  meet  the  next  Tuesday  evening  in  the  middle 
story  of  Nathaniel  Prothingham's  new  House,  [in  Lynde  street,]  and  that  he 
provide  a  half  cord  of  wood  and  some  candles,  and  that  the  Committee  pay 
for  the  same." 

AVho  constituted  the  "  Committee,"  is  not  now  known ;  hut  the  young 
Society  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly  organized,  and  zealously  contempla- 
ting the  erection  of  a  church.  At  a  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  24, 
1805,  it  was  "  Voted,  that  Nathaniel  Prothingham  be  the  Treasurer  and  Clerk 
to  the  Society."  These  two  offices,  which  have  always  been  cond)ined  in  the 
Society,  were  held  by  Mr.  Prothingham  for  several  years.  The  duties  be- 
came so  extensive,  that  on  the  10th  of  March,  1808,  William  Putnam  was  ap- 
pointed to  assist  him  in  the  capacity  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  His  successors 
appear  to  have  been  Levi  Maxcy,  (perhaps  Ward  Chii)man,)  Samuel  K.  Put- 
nam, Joel  Powers,  Henry  Archer,  William  Manstield,  Eben  S.  Upton,  Eleazer 
M.  Dalton,  Aaron  Purbeck,  jr.,  and  the  present  incumbent. 

As  early  as  January  21st,  1806,  at  a  meeting  of  which  Kichard  Ward, 
Esq.,  was  Moderator,  it  was  "Voted,  that  the  house  be  38  feet  wide  and  60 
feet  long,  more  or  less,  as  shall  best  suit  for  the  pews  in  length  ;"  and  that 
our  Brother  Putnam  [William]  bring  in,  at  our  next  meeting,  the  amount  of 
the  cost  of  the  house,  completed,  with  pews,  desk,  &c."  A  subscription  for 
the  building  was  immediately  oi)ened,  and  at,  the  next  meeting,  Jan.  28th,  it 
was  "  y^otcd,  that  the  subscription  be  for  a  wooden  building,  or  a  brick  one,  as 
the  subscribers  shall  think  best."  The  Committee  lor  obtaining  subscriptions 
consisted  of  Messrs.  Capt.  Jeduthan  Uj)ton,  Joshdi  Austin,  senior,  Jonathan 
Beckford,  Joseph  Newhall,  I'erley  Putnam,  and  George  W.  Pelt.  On  the 
25th  of  March,  it  was  "  looted,  that  there  be  a  Committee  chosen  lor  the  pm-- 
pose  of  building  a  house,  and  all  other  business  that  shall  come  before  the 
Society  ;  "  ami  "  that  Josiah  Austin,  Capt.  Jeduthan  Upton,  and  Mr.  Jose})h 
Newhall,  be  a  Committee  to  carry  the  business  into  exeuution."  Tliree 
months  later,  on  the  23d  of  June,  it  was  "  1  oto/,  that  Joseph  Newhall,  Josiah 
Austin  and  Jonathan  Beckford  be  a  Standing  Committee  to  transact  any 
business  that  may  come  before  the  Society." 

Thus  thoroughly  organized  and  earnestly  at  Avork,  their  numbers  and  their 
means  appear  rapidly  to  have  increased.  They  enjoyed  constant  i)reaching 
by  Kev.  Messrs.  John  ISI array,  I'homas  Jones,  Tliomas  Barnes,  Isaac  Boot, 
a  Mr.  Brooks  of  Marblehead,  Ed\vard  Turner,  and  perhaps  others. 
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On  tlic  22d  of  Jimuary,  1806,  Ikiijiimin  Ward  donated  a  lot  of  land  to 
Jonatlian  Beckford,  Natlianicl  Frotliinoliani,  and  otlicrs,  as  Trustees  for  tlie 
Universalist  Society  in  Salem,  This  lot,  which  was  valued  at  one  thousand 
dollars,  was  situated  on  St.  Peter  street,  and  constituted  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 
site  of  the  present  Central  Baptist  cliurdi  —  more  eligible,  at  this  time,  than  the 
one  on  which  the  Universalist  church  was  built ;  but,  at  tha't  period,  the  neigh- 
borhood was  considered  less  desirable,  and  the  avenue  was  oj)probriously 
known  as  "  Prison  Lane,"  the  jail  being  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
Subse(iuently,  in  July,  1808,  this  lot  was  sold,  and  the  present  site  of  the 
church  was  purchased  of  Mr.  Ilem-y  Kust,  for  the  sum  of  $1,500.  On 
the  14th  of  July,  1808,  the  Subscribers'  Committee  voted  that  the  dimensions 
of  the  house  should  be  78  by  63  lect,  and  that  Mr.  William  Putnam  be  re- 
(juested  to  draft  a  plan  of  said  house,  agreeably  to  the  specified  dimensions. 
At  the  meeting  of  July  20,  the  Sul)scribcrs,  after  examining  Mr.  Putnam's 
plan,  and  hearing  the  report  of  the  Coumiittee,  voted  that  the  house  be  built 
according  to  the  plan  submitted,  and  authorized  the  Committee  to  carry  their 
vote  into  etlect. 

In  relation  to  the  laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  this  spacious  edifice,  —  an 
event,  in  those  days,  of  no  ordinary  interest  under  any  circumstances,  and  es- 
pecially so  as  being  the  pledge  of  the  erection  of  a  Universalist  church,  which 
to  the  town  of  Salem  was  then  a  new  thing  under  the  sun,  —  it  is  a  noticeable 
fiict  that  neither  of  the  Salem  papers  of  that  period  make  even  the  slightest 
allusion  to  the  interesting  ceremony;  indicating,  perhaps,  the  depth  and 
strength  of  religious  feeling  and  prejudice  in  those  earlier  times,  when  Univer- 
salism  and  its  adherents  were  regartled,  by  the  counter  religious  world,  with 
a  contempt  to  which  we  of  the  present  day  are  comparative  strangers.  In 
illustration  of  this  point,  we  may  relate  an  incident  that  occurred  in  the  early 
ministry  here  of  Pev.  Mr.  Turner.  Soon  after  his  settlement,  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  School  Committee.  The  late  Judge  Puncliard  was  then 
Town  Clerk,  and,  in  notifying  Mr.  Turner  of  his  election,  he  omitted  the  title 
of  Reverend.  On  being  asked  the  reason,  he  replied. that  he  didn't  know  as 
Universalist  clergymen  were  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  Keverend  !  Mr. 
Punchard  was  a  Republican  in  >politics,  and  so  were  the  great  majority  of  the 
Universalist  Society  ;  and  the  next  Spring  (1811)  they  gave  their  votes  for 
John  Prince,  the  opposing  candidate,  Avho  Avas  chosen  —  thus  defeating  the 
re-election  of  Mr.  Punchard.  This  was  a  quid  pro  quo  whidi  the  religious 
cxdusiveness  of  the  good  Deacon  may  well  have  merited,  but  was  probably 
a  practical  illustration  of  Matt,  vii,  2,  which  he  had  not  anticipated. 

The  influence  of  these  "  heretics  "  had  already  been  felt,  and  thought  to 
demand  more  i)ublic  and  special  notice.  In  January  of  the  same  year,  (181 1,) 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Worcester  preached  ami  publisljed  a  bitter  attack 
upon  them,  under  the  title  of  "  God  a  Rewarder."  This  discourse  abounds 
witii  glaring  paralogy,  and  misrepresentations  of  the  sentiments  and  characters 
of  Universalists.  Still  later,  in  1816,  even  the  usually  peaceful  and  unobtru- 
sive Rev.  Dr.  Brown  Emerson  was  induced  to  try  the  tem]»er  of  his  steel  in 
the  tilt  against  the  common  enemy,  as  they  seem  to  have  been  regarded. 
Both  these  discourses  were  replied  to  by  Rev.  Hosea  Ballon, 
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But  to  the  Comer  Stone.  In  the  al)sence  of  tlic  primary  records,  and  of  all 
mention  of  the  event  by  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  we  are  unable  to  give  an 
extended  account  of  the  ceremonies.  Doubtless  they  consisted  of  an  address, 
prayer,  singinj:^,  &c. 

The  only  authentic  record  of  this  transaction,  which  wc  have  met  with,  is 
the  following,  kindly  furnished  by  Dr.  Benj.  F.  Browne,  whose  father,  Benja- 
min, was  one  of  the  original  jjroprictors  of  the  house.  It  is  copied  from  a 
Diary  formerly  kept  in  the  barber's  shop  of  Mr.  Benj.  Blanchard,  (the  original 
being  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  William  Jelly,)  and  runs  thus  :  — 

"  1808.  August  17.  This  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  the  Corner  Stone  of  the 
new  Universalist  Meeting  House  was  laid  near  the  river,  north  of  County 
street.  Mr.  Ballou  ofliciated  as  minister.  A  Prayer  and  Hymns,  and  Brother 
Beckford,  Deacon." 

From  this  brief  memorandum,  two  or  three  things  are  noticeable  :  1st,  the 
unusual  earliness  of  the  hour,  for  such  a  ceremony,  for  which  there  may  have 
been  a  special  necessity  ;  2d,  tliat  Mr.  Ballou  was  the  only  minister  of  the 
order  present ;  and,  3d,  that  more  than  one  hymn  was  sung. 

A  large  concourse  of  people  was  in  attendance,  and  the  day  is  remembered 
as  one  of  the  coldest,  for  the  season,  ever  experienced.  A  plate  of  silver  was 
deposited  under  the  northeast  corner  stone,  by  Jonathan  Beckford,  inscribed 
as  follows,  viz  : 

"August  17th,  1808. 
This  day  the  Corner  Stone  is  placed  by  lirother  Hosea  Ballou,  of  Vermont." 

The  following  Original  Hymn,  the  only  one  of  which  any  knowledge  is 
now  i)ossessed,  was  written  by  llev.  Hosea  Ballou,  printed,  and  sung  on  the 
occasion  : 

On  Salem's  fair  and  pleasant  shore, 
Thy  cluirch,  O  Lord,  in  mercy  meet; 
Display  thy  grace,  display  thy  pow'r, 
And  show  the  imprcKs  of  thy  leet. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  atone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

Here,  on  the  mar^'iu  of  the  tide, 
hy  thy  rich  {goodness,  long  shiill  stand 
Its  spacious  walls,  extended  wide, 
And  speak  the  favour  of  thy  hand. 

On  tiiis  well  tri'd  chief  corner  stone. 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

May  lih'ral  souls,  who  feel  thy  grace, 
lJuild  here,  in  honour  of  thy  name. 
And  join  to  consecrate  the  place, 
Thy  cause  and  honour  to  maintain. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  stone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

Yea,  from  their  rich,  abundant  store, 
May  each  to  thee  an  off 'ring  bring. 
And  from  the  horn  of  plenty  pour 
Oblations  to  their  heav'nly  King. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  stone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 
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In  honor  of  their  Saviour's  name, 
May  Salem's  sons  and  daughters  join 
To  raise  this  Temple  to  thy  fame, 
Their  hearts  in  truth  and  love  combine. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  wtone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

As  Isra'l,  in  the  days  of  old, 

To  build  thine  house,  rich  offerings  made 

Of  iron,  silver,  br^iss  and  gold, 

So  be  our  willing  gifts  display'd. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  stone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

Succeed  our  labor  and  our  cost  ; 
Sustain  with  strength  eacli  workman's  arm; 
Let  the  fair  prospect  not  be  lost; 
Preserve  from  accident  and  harm. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  atone, 

Shall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

May  all  who  love  the  Lord  rejoice 
To  see  these  spacious  walls  ascend ; 
And  join  with  heart,  and  soul,  and  voice, 
To  praise  their  Saviour  and  their  friend. 

On  this  well  tri'd  chief  corner  stone, 

Sliall  rise  to  thee  a  sacred  dome. 

The  following  items  will  be  of  interest  in  this  connection,  as  continuing  the 
history  of  the  movement  : 

"  1809,  February  1,  The  Sub-Committee,  for  making  Contracts  for  finish- 
ing the  House,  have  agreed  with  tlie  following  Persons,  and  according  to  the 
terms  annexed,  viz  :  — 

"  Charles  Nichols  to  build  thirty-two  Floor  Pews,  at  Five  Dollars  each. 

"  John  Woodbury,  of  Beverly,  to  build  the  wall  Pews  on  one  side,  and 
finish  the  windows,  at  Eight  dollars  Hfty  cents  each, 

"  Robert  Cloustone  to  build  the  wall  Pews  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  — 
the  same. 

"  Enoch  Manning  to  build  the  front  of  the  Gallery,  at  the  rate  of  Thirty- 
five  per  cent  discount  from  the  Salem  Kulcs  of  Work,  and  the  Columns  at 
$3.00  each. 

"  Perlcy  Putnam  to  build  the  I'ulpit,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
find  the  stock  and  materials. 

"  Grcorge  Wiggin  and  Brothers,  to  do  the  Plastering,  and  find  the  Stock, 
at  Twenty-five  cents  per  Yard. 

"  Stocker  and  Biu'nham  to  finish  the  Windows  in  the  (iallery." 

The  work  of  erection,  thus  contracted  for,  was  rapidly  proceeded  with  and 
duly  completed,  the  whole  expense  being  about  16,742.00.  On  Monday 
evening,  Nov.  6,  1809,  the  Proprietors  "  Voted,  That  the  Committee  for 
building  the  Meetinghouse  have  the  thanks  of  the  Proprietors  for  tlie  faithful 
performance  of  their  duty  in  building  said  House." 

The  old  Pulpit,  referred  to  in  the  al)ove  contract,  which  was  designed  and 
built  by  Col.  Putnam,  was  ever  regarded  as  a  rare  sjtecimen  of  architectural 
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beauty  and  symmetry,  and  it  was  with  much  regret  that  the  Society  saw  its 
removal,  in  1855,  to  make  way  for  one  of  more  modern  style. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1809,  at  a  meeting  of  the  brethren 
at  Mr.  Frothingham's  Hall,  "  It  was  Voted,  that  we  give  Brother  Edward 
Turner  a  Call  to  preach  with  us  for  one  year,  and  that  we,  whose  names  are 
hereunto  annexed,  will  pay  the  sums  subscribed  by  us  for  that  purpose." 
The  names  of  thirty-four  individuals  are  appended,  who  subscribed  the  sum 
of  S422.00 ;  and  five  weeks  later,  on  the  27th  of  March,  the  Proprietors 
"  Voted,  that  we  give  Brother  Edward  Turner  a  Call  to  Preach  to  the  Society 
for  One  Year,  and  that  the  Society  pay  him  Eight  hundred  dollars  "  for  his 
services. 

This  call  was  duly  communicated  by  Nathaniel  Frothingham,  the  Clerk, 
and  the  reply,  as  being  the  first  letter  of  acceptance  by  the  first  Pastor  of  the 
Society,  is  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  given  in  full.  The  postscript  to 
this  letter  would  seem  to  correct  the  statement,  on  page  1 1  of  the  Discourse, 
that  *'Mr.  Turner  became  a  resident  here"  in  1808.  The  reply  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  Charlton,  April  24,  1809. 

Dear  Brother: 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  official  communication,  of  the  14th 
instant,  containing  the  doings  of  your  Society,  in  general  meeting  of  the  27th 
of  March,  their  offers  and  call  to  me,  to  settle  with  them  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry  ;  to  all  which  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply. 

The  Society  have  manifested  great  kindness  and  liberality,  in  the  provision 
voted  for  my  support,  for  which  I  offer  an  expression  of  gratitude.  From  an 
attachment  formed  from  my  first  acquaintance  with  the  brethren  composing 
the  Universalist  Society  in  Salem  ;  from  their  rapid  increase  in  numbers,  and 
as  I  trust  in  Christian  knowledge ;  from  the  cordial  unanimity  evinced  in  their 
social  concerns,  particularly  in  this  their  request  to  their  Servant  and  Brother, 
I  am  inclined  to  answer  their  call  affirmatively,  and  therefore  take  this  method 
to  signify  my  acceptance  thereof,  earnestly  hoping  that  our  future  connection 
may  be  fruitful  in  love,  joy,  peace,  and  every  genuine  consequence  of  Divine 
Truth  ;  and  that  I  may  be  bo  happy  (which  I  doubt  not)  as  to  experience,  in 
the  routine  of  professional  duty,  all  the  candor  which  my  manifold  infirmities 
require. 

I  am  affectionately  yours, 

EDWARD  TURNER. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Frothingham, 

for  the  Universalist  Society,  Salem. 

P.  S.  I  have  made  my  calculations,  with  leave  of  Divine  Providence,  to  be 
at  Salem  on  the  2d  Sabbath  in  May,  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  go  down, 
previous  to  removing." 
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C.  —  Page  12. 

On  Monday,  July  3d,  1809,  the  first  public  sale  of  pews  in  the  newly  dedi- 
cated church  took  place.  The  following  is  a  Hst  of  the  names  of  the  purchas- 
ers. It  will  be  noticed  that  the  most  of  them  were  of  the  company  who  sub- 
scribed, in  1808,  toward  the  erection  of  the  house.  The  four  gentlemen,  hav- 
ing an  asterisk  alfixed  to  their  names,  are  those  who  still  survive : — 

No8.  of  Amount  Amount 

Names.  *  Tewe.  p'd.  for  Ts.  Subscribed. 

Thomas  Newhall,                                               1,  $71  00  $100  00 

Benjamin  Cox,*                   21,  and  half  of  2  and  8,  225  50  200  00 

John  Dutch,  jr.,          10,  half  of  2,  and  20  in  gallery,  323  00  200  00 

Jesse  Upton,  half  of  4,  78  00 

William  Merriam,  3,  156  00 

Henry  Grant,  half  of  4,  78  00 

Nathan  Frye,                                                       5,  156  00  100  00 

liobert  Leach,                                                   7,  230  00  140  00 

Benjamin  Chapman,                                  half  of  8,  110  50  100  00 

George  W.  Felt,                                                9,  201  00  100  00 

Joseph  Newhall,                                                 11,  221  00  150  00 

Jeduthan  Upton,                33,  47,  and  gallery  15,  27,  503  10  300  00 

Grcenlcaf  Forter,                                                13,  190  00  200  00 

Gill>ert  Newhall,*  14,  181  00 

William  Woodbury,                                half  of  15,  90  50  135  50 

Samuel  K.  Putnam,                                    "     15,  90  50  50  00 

Benjamin  Browne,                                            16,  167  00  100  00 

Ebcuezer  and  Samuel  C.  Pope,    6,  17,  &  gal.  17,  36,  423  50  200  00 

liobert  and  Charles  Savory,  22,  60  00 

John  Bumham,                                      half  of  23,  55  25  50  00 

Jeremiah  Page,                                            "    23,  55  25  100  00 

William  Putnam,                                               24,  166  00  100  00 

Bracklcy  Kosc,                                                   26,  157  00  125  00 

Parker  Lawrence,  half  of  27,  87  00 

John  and  Thomas  Bell,                                "    27,  87  00  50  00 

Jonathan  Neal,  28,  185  00 

Hero  Nichols,                half  of  29,  and  gallery  pew  1 ,  125  00  100  00 

Kichard  Hay,                                         half  of  29,  100  00  50  00 

Benjamin  Hopes,                                         "    30,  106  50  150  00 

James  Hopes,                                              "    30,  106  50  100  00 

Charles  Steele.                                                 31,  218  50  100  00 

John  Gardner,                                                  32,  272  00  200  00 

William  Cleaveland,                                         34,  231  00  200  00 

Perley  Putnam,*  35,  258  00 

A.  H.  Gilman,  36,  250  00 

Nathaniel  Frothingham,                                    37,  207  00  150  00 

Ward  Chipman,  38,  150  00 

John  Perlev,  40,  168  00 

Enoch  Manning,             41,  and  gallery  pews  22,  23,  148.50  100  00 

Jonathan  Bcckford,                                           42,  68  00  50  00 

Peter  Hutson,                                                    48,  143  00  100  00 

John  Joseph,                                                     53,  110  00  50  00 

John  Beck,  57,  66  00 

Daniel  Frve,                              three-fourths  of  70,  157  50  100  00 

Jonathan  Howard,  one-fourth  of  70,  52  50 

Eli  B^sh  and  Winthrop  Roberts,                       73,  170  00  72  00 

John  Hutson,  75,  155  50 

Jo.>Iui;i   KivjH.ji,                                                       7t;.  190  00  100  00 

Annl  Pomvov,                                      'W.;       ;  ,  U).  ^> 

AVilliani  Kobcrts,*                                       "    V9,  105  OU  lOu  00 
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N08.  or  Amount  Amount 


Names. 


I'ews.  pd.  lor  Fk.  Subscribed. 
82,    210  00  100  00 

94,    119  00 


Joshua  Onkes, 
Natlian  Luther, 
George  Wiggin, 
Josiah  Austin, 
Ilonry  Archer, 
Thomas  Barker, 
Jonathan  West, 
David  Eldridge, 


96,  112  00  100  00 

97,  and  gallery  pew  31,  175  00  180  00 

llalf  of  98,  78  00  50  00 

"    98;  78  00 

two-thirds  of  99,  110  00  100  00 

one-third  of  99,  55  00 


Abraham  Wendell, 


101,  144  00  156  00 

102,  173  00  100  00 


John  Woodbury, 
Kichard  Savory, 
William  Luther, 
Henry  llust, 


half  of  103,  93  50  50  00 

"    103,  93  50 

106,  and  gallery  pew  25,  190  00  200  00 

gallery  pew  22,  51  00  100  00 


Timothy  Wellman, 
Salmon  Phinney, 
James  Moody, 
Zachariali  Burchmore, 


24,  28  00 
35,  30  00 
38,      41  50 


Total 


69  $9,723.10     $8,409  50 


In  addition  to  the  names  of  these  seventy-one  original  Proprietors,  we 
find  the  following  list  of  those  who  subscribed  and  paid  the  several  sums  af- 
fixed to  their  names,  but  who  were  not  among  the  first  Proprietors,  if  they 
ever  became  such  :  — 

William  Upton,  $100 ;  Albert  Gray,  $75;  Richard  Gardner,  $100 ;  John 
Kimball,  $50;  Levi  Maxcy,  $167.61 — the  amount  of  his  bill  for  services, 
&c. ;  Lemuel  Payson,  $100  ;  Nathaniel  Webb,  $100  ;  Martha  Phippen,  $50  ; 
Kobert  Clouston*  $100.    Total,  $842.61.  —  Aggregate  subscription,  $9,252.11. 

In  1811,  another  considerable  sale  of  pews  took  place,  from  the  proceeds  of 
which,  the  balance  due  on  the  church  was  paid,  and  the  Society  freed  from 
debt.  This  was  done  through  the  liberality  of  numy  of  the  original  Proprie- 
tors, and  others,  who  subscribed  sutticiently  to  liquidate  the  debt,  and  took 
unsold  pews,  to  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions,  as  an  equivalent. 


Perhaps  the  only  occasion  for  regret,  in  connection  with  the  Anniversary 
Services  in  the  church,  was  found  in  the  fact  that  the  venerable  and  beloved 
Father  Streeter  was  not  able  to  be  with  us.  As  the  only  survivor  of  all  those 
clergymen  who  took  part  in  the  Dedication  and  Installation  services  of  fifty 
years  ago,  his  presence  was  very  especially  desired,  and  it  was  hoped  to  the 
last  hour  that  he  would  come ;  but  the  infirmity,  under  which  he  has  for  a 
long  time  labored,  doomed  both  him  and  us  to  disappointment.  In  a  letter, 
dated  Sej)t.  1,  he  writes  :  — 

"  No  one,  I  assiu-e  you,  could  have  regretted  more  deeply  than  myself,  the 
necessity  of  being  absent  from  your  recent  semi-centennial  celebi-ation.  But 
I  can  not  breathe  the  air  in  a  crowded  assembly,  for  any  considerable  time, 
and  I  should  have  been  utterly  unable  to  tixka  any  part  in  the  services  of  that 
interesting  and  joyous  occasion.  Under  this  state  of  things,  I  deemed  it  the 
most  advisable  course  to  remain  at  home." 

Designing  to  present,  in  the  Appendix,  brief  Biographical  Sketches  of  the 
four  ex-Pastors  who  participated  in  the  exercises  of  the  day,  it  has  also  been 


D.-~§1,  Page  15. 
Biographical  Sketches. 
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thought  peculiarly  appropriate  to  give  a  like  sketch  of  Father  Streeter ;  and 
with  it  we  commence  tlie  series,  deriving  the  facts  mainly  from  a  notice  in  the 
Universalist  Miscellany,  vol.  4,  p.  315,  as  follows  : — 

This  veteran  watchman  upon  the  walls  of  Zion  was  born  in  1784,  in  the 
town  of  Adams,  Mass.;  but,  owing  to  the  removal  of  his  father's  family,  he 
was  reared  to  the  years  of  manhood  in  Swanzey,  N.  H. 

Gifted  with  a  mind  of  uncommon  activity  and  vigor,  and  an  indomitable 
perseverance  in  whatever  he  actually  undertook,  he  gradually  surmounted  the 
many  obstacles  of  his  circumstances  and  the  times,  and  laid  for  himself  the 
basis  of  a  professional  education.  It  was  his  purpose  to  qualify  himself  for 
the  Law;  but  "  Man  deviseth  his  way,  and  the  Lord  directeth  his  steps." 

Mr.  Streeter  became  a  convert  to  Universalism  on  the  16th  of  September, 
1801,  at  the  age  of  17  years,  while  attending  upon  the  services  of  the  "  Con- 
vention of  the  New  England  States,  and  others,"  whicli  was  holding  its  an- 
nual session  in  Swanzey,  the  town  of  his  residence.  The  Convention  at  that 
time  was  composed  of  ten  clergymen,  then  considered  a  "  host,"  and  viewed 
and  talked  about  with  amazement,  by  the  clergy  and  tlie  people !  The  salary 
of  Universalist  clergymen  at  that  time  was  158.  a  year ! 

At  the  age  of  18  years,  we  find  the  subject  of  our  sketch  the  instructor  of  a 
public  school  in  Swanzey,  and  the  open  advocate  of  the  then  scarcely  heard  of 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation.  At  the  age  of  22  years,  by  request  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors,  he  preached  his  first  sermon  to  a  large  audience,  which 
assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  sparsely  settled  country  around,  to  hear  his 
explanation  of  the  new  and  strange  construction  of  the  Christian  theory.  As 
he  had  no  idea  of  becoming  a  stated  minister  of  the  gospel,  these  early  efforts 
were  solely  for  the  dissemination  of  what  he  had  laid  hold  of  as  the  pearl  of 
great  price,  —  the  truth  as  he  believed  it  to  be  in  Jesus.  He  had  found  com- 
fort in  the  doctrines  himself,  and  he  desired  that  others  should  share  the  joy 
which  he  knew  them  to  impart.  Actuated  by  these  feelings,  he  continued 
from  time  to  time  to  hold  forth  to  the  people,  and  finally  accepted  an  invitation 
to  visit  the  inhospitable  wilds  of  Maine,  to  spread  his  doctrine  there.  Preach- 
ing in  those  days,  as  in  the  days  of  Paul,  was  no  sinecure  ;  Mr.  S.  had 
preached  seven  months,  for  the  amazing  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  !  And  they  Avho  preached  Universalism  were  sometimes  treated,  by 
professed  Christians,  as  the  unbelieving  Jews  treated  Stephen  of  old.  Mr. 
Streeter  has  had  the  honor  of  being  stoned  while  preaching,  and  that  too  in  a 
Christian  house  of  worship,  and  by  a  zealous  member  of  a  Christian  church. 
In  the  State  of  Maine,  where  he  spent  one  year,  preaching  in  the  various 
towns  and  settlements,  often  riding  sixty  or  seventy  miles  through  the  forests 
to  preach  a  single  lecture,  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  the  settlers  to  set  their 
dogs  on  him  as  he  passed ;  but  to  New  Hampshire  belongs  the  credit  of  ston- 
ing him,  a.s  to  Massachusetts  belongs  that  of  stoning  his  co-laborer,  Murray. 

This  kind  of  opposition  probably  had  great  influence  in  determining  Mr. 
Streeter  to  continue  a  preacher,  contrnry  to  his  original  intention ;  for  his  is 
precisely  the  temperament  to  persist  the  more  strenuously  in  promulgating 
what  he  believes  to  be  truth,  in  proportion  as  opposition  is  made  to  him.  In 
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1807,  i\t  the  age  of  24,  we  tind  Mr,  S.  settled  in  Wcare,  N.  H.,  preaching  al- 
ternately in  that  place  and  in  Hopkinton. 

At  the  session  of  the  Convention  of  1808,  held  at  Washington,  N.  H.,  Mr. 
Streetcr  was  ordained  to  tlie  ministry.  The  ordaining  prayer  was  by  Rev. 
Ilosca  Ballon ;  the  sermon  by  Kev.  Edward  Turner,  from  Acts,  xxvi,  16  — 
18.  In  closing  his  sermon,  he  said,  in  reference  to  the  then  recent  death  of 
the  patriarch  Zebulon  Streeter,  —  a  distant  relative  of  Sebastian,  —  "  May  the 
mantle  of  our  Elijah,  the  late  presiding  elder  of  this  convention,  fall  upon  the 
young  Elisha,  and  clothe  him  with  a  double  portion  of  his  spirit ;  and  may 
his  brethren  in  due  time  cry  unto  him  —  '  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof! ' " 

From  "VVeare,  where  he  remained  about  four  years,  he  removed  to  Haverhill, 
in  this  State,  and  was  settled  there  for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  when 
he  was  invited  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Universalist  church  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  He  remained  in  Portsmouth  between  nine  and  ten  years,  and  then 
accepted  a  call  from  the  First  Universalist  Society  in  Boston,  worshipping  in 
Hanover  Street,  over  which  he  was  installed  on  the  13th  May,  1824.  His 
mind  is  regarded  as  one  of  no  ordinary  brightness  and  power.  His  perceptive 
faculties  are  remarkably  acute  and  active,  and  there  is  combined  with  them  a 
power  of  close  analytical  reasoning,  indicating  a  seemingly  intuitive  train  of 
argument  between  every  cause  and  its  consecpience.  He  does  not  jump  to 
conclusions,  neither  does  he  ponder  in  uncertainty. 

His  preaching  is  in  the  old  and  plain  style  ;  he  is  a  man  of  remarkable  origi- 
nality and  variety  of  thought ;  but  modern  aftectations  and  novelties,  for  mere 
eflect,  he  utterly  detests.  His  manner  is  easy  ;  full  of  action ;  and  full  of  firm- 
ness. He  has  a  vein  of  shrewd,  dry  humor,  which  does  not  often  display 
itiiclf  in  the  pulpit,  but  which  never  fails  to  convulse  his  hearers  with  laughter; 
and  there  is  in  him  a  latent  fire  of  eloquence  which,  when  kindled,  bursts  forth 
with  overwhelming  power.  But  it  comes  sj)ontaneously,  and,  like  the  out- 
bursts from  a  volcano's  crater,  there  is  never  an  eflbrt  to  be  eloquent  with  him. 
His  usual  style  is  exceedingly  simple,  energetic,  and  j)lain  ;  and  in  the  use 
and  construction  of  language  he  is  remarkably  accurate  smd  clear. 

In  person,  Mr.  Streeter  is  of  spare  hal)it,  and  about  hve  feet  and  eight  inch- 
es in  height.  His  originally  black  hair  is  now  mixed  with  grey;  he  has  a 
square,  handsome  forehead,  and  a  brilliant.  Hashing  black  eye  beneath  it.  His 
features  arc  regular,  and  exhibit  no  striking  peculiarity. 

Father  Streeter  is  now  in  his  76th  year,  with  intellect  still  unclouded,  and 
"  strong  in  the  faith,  giving  glory  to  God."  May  the  Loixl  continue  to  bless 
him  abundantly  in  his  declining  years  ! 


1>.— ^2,  Page  18. 
Seth  Stetson  was  born  of  humble  parents,  in  the  town  of  Kingston, 
on  the  Cape,  July  17th,  1776.  He  early  learned  the  carpenter's  and  ship- 
joiner's  trade,  at  which  he  worked,  in  various  j)laces,  until  21  years  of  age,  in 
1797.  At  this  time,  while  at  work  in  Charlestown,  he  cut  one  of  his  ankles 
severely  with  a  broad  axe,  which  disabled  him  from  labor  for  several  months. 
During  this  period  he  became,  under  the  influence  of  his  religious  views,  the 


74 


victim  of  a  deep-seated  melancholy,  which  rendered  life  a  "  cruel  bitter,"  and 
made  him  long  for  the  visitation  of  the  Angel  of  Death,  that  he  might  know 
the  worst.  He  fancied  himself  to  be  one  of  the  "  non-clcct took  little  or  no 
food,  until  he  had  wasted  to  a  skeleton ;  and  even  senously  contemplated  a 
violent  termination  of  his  existence,  so  great  was  the  agony  that  tortured  his 
nund ;  but  his  life  was  providentially  spared,  and  at  hist  he  "  obtained 
a  hope,"  first  suggested  to  him  by  tlie  passage  :  "  We  know  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  "(ve  love  the  brethren."  Did  he  love 
"the  brethren,"  or  Christian  people,  better  than  "the  world's  people?"  Ho 
believed  he  did ;  and  the  train  of  thought,  thus  suggested,  finally  led  him  out 
of  his  melancholy  state. 

His  attention  was  now  turned  towards  the  ministry,  and  he  commenced  his 
studies  with  Eev.  Wm.  Eiddle,  of  Damascotta,  (now  Bristol,)  continuing 
them  with  Kev.  Jonathan  Ward,  of  New  Milford,  (now  Olncy,)  Maine,  keep- 
ing school  during  the  winters,  and  preaching  from  place  to  place.  After  some 
three  years  thus  spent,  he  was  approbated,  at  Winthrop,  as  a  Congregational 
preacher  of  the  Hopkinsian  school,  in  the  month  of  November  or  December, 
1801 .  In  the  spring  of  1802,  having  just  married,  ho  located  at  Norridgewock, 
riding  thence  to  his  various  appointments.  From  this  place  he  was  called  to 
settle,  in  1804,  with  the  South  Parish  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  near  his  birth-place. 
Here  he  remained  for  sixteen  years,  quietly  and  satisfactorily  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  sacred  calling. 

Toward  the  end  of  this  period.  Rev.  Noah  Worcester  published  a  work, 
"  Bible  News  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,"  wliich  was  the  means  of 
his  becoming  a  Unitarian,  though  retaining  his  belief  in  endless  punishment. 
This  severed  his  connection  with  his  parish,  when  the  Unitarians  employed 
him  for  four  years  as  a  missionary  around  Boston,  &c.  He  also  preached  one 
season  in  Belfast,  and  a  while  in  Ciuu-lestown,  al)out  a  year  after  his  conver- 
sion. 

Before  the  expiration  of  these  four  years,  the  Kev.  Joshua  Flagg  preached 
in  the  Old  Colony  Hall,  Plymontli,  when  Mr.  Stetson,  having  a  desire  to  hear 
him,  but  fearing  to  bo  seen  in  the  Hall,  went  and  stood  beneath  one  of  the 
windows.  A  Mr.  Brown,  who  had  noticed  this,  asked  him  if  he  would  not 
like  to  read  Winchester's  Dialogues  ?  He  answered  tliat  he  should  have  no 
objection,  and  Mr.  B.  loaned  him  the  work.  The  study  of  this  resulted  in  his 
becoming  a  Universalist,  and  he  was  too  honest  to  conceal  what  he  regarded 
as  an  import^mt  truth.  When  this  fact  became  known  to  his  Unitarian  em- 
ployers, they  assured  him  that,  although  many  of  their  followers  were  Univer- 
salists  in  theory,  they  felt  tliat  the  time  had  not  come  for  them  to  promulgate 
that  doctrine ;  and,  if  Mr.  S.  felt  that  he  must  ])reach  it,  they  should  be 
obliged  to  withdraw  their  support  from  him.  Soon  after  this,  lie  received  a 
call  to  settle  with  the  Universalist  Society  in  Salem,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years,  ^\^th  the  good  will  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

From  Salem  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  preached  in  various  places.  Thence 
he  went  to  Brunswick,  in  Maine,  i)reaching  in  Bowdoiniuim  two  years,  in 
Buckfield  and  neighborhood  three  years,  in  Durham  and  vicinity  two  years, 
&c.     He  then  pm-chascd  for  himself  a  small  homestead  in  Brunswick,  still 
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preaching  around  the  country  on  liis  own  account  —  tlie  last  dozen  years  near 
home,  freely  giving,  and  freely  receiving  whatever  the  people  see  fit  to  bestow. 
Even  now  he  will  walk  ten  miles  to  an  appointment,  without  special  fatigue, 
lie  has  had  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  have  died  —  a  daughter  and  two 
Uvin  sons  only  remaining.  His  worthy  companion  is  in  her  80th  year,  and 
both  are  enjoying  a  vigorous  and  cheerful  old  age  ;  not  rich  in  this  world's 
goods,  but  rich  in  the  faith  and  ho])e  of  the  gospel.  To  them  the  lines  of 
Collins  are  peculiarly  approi)riate  *  — 

Thrice  happy  they,  the  wise,  coiiteuted  poor, 
From  lust  of  wealth  and  dread  of  death  secure; 
They  tempt  no  deserts,  and  no  griefs  tliey  liud : 
I'eace  rules  the  day,  where  Reason  rules  tlie  mind." 


1).  — ^^^3,  Pagk  I'J. 
Lemuel  Willis  was  born  on  the  24th  of  Ai)ril,  1802,  in  Windham,  Vt., 
where  he  resided  till  his  eleventh  year,  when  his  family  removed  to  Westmore- 
land, N.  IT.  Several  years  before,  his  fatlier  had  become  a  Universalist  by 
hearing  Kev.  Elhanan  Winchester.  This  doctrine  became  the  leading 
theme  of  his  conversation  and  the  rule  of  his  life.  Early  did  he  instil  it 
into  the  soul  of  his  son,  and  faithfully  did  he  teach  him  to  study  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  labor  of  the  father  w£is  doubtless  facilitated  by  the  mitural  ten- 
dency of  the  son's  mind  to  religion.  He  always  had  a  love  for  the  Scriptures 
and  religious  books,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  tlieir  perusal.  Such  being  the 
ruling  love  of  his  mind,  it  was  natural  that  his  attention  should  have  been 
early  turned  to  the  ministry ;  and  despite  all  adverse  worldly  considerations, 
after  a  brief  academical  course  of  study,  he  ])laced  himself  uiuler  the  tuition  of 
Kev.  Samuel  C.  Lovclaiul,  of  Heading,  Vt.  —  a  man  of  sound  learning,  a 
thorough  biblical  scholar,  and  every  way  well  qualified  to  ht  young  men  for 
the  ministry. 

The  first  sermon  of  Mr.  Willis  was  delivered  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  in 
July,  1822,  he  preaching  half  the  day,  and  his  iellow-student,  Dolphus  Skin- 
ner, the  other  half.  On  the  19th  of  September,  of  the  same  year,  he  Avas 
licensed  to  ])reach,  and  received  a  letter  of  fellowship  from  the  "  Convention 
of  Universalists  of  the  New  England  States,  and  others,"  then  assembled  at 
Warner,  N.  II.  The  month  following,  Mr.  Willis  commenced  an  engagement 
with  the  Societies  in  Washington,  Stoddard,  Marlow  and  Ackworth,  dividuig 
his  time  e([ually  among  the  four  ])laces.  His  dignity  of  manner,  his  deej) 
piety,  his  earnest  zeal,  and  his  i)romising  talents,  rendered  his  ministry  espe-" 
cially  attractive.  He  secured  at  once  the  conhdence  of  the  public,  ami  was 
regarded  as  a  sincere  and  devoted  servant  of  Christ.  While  he  faithfully  op- 
posed error  in  all  its  forms,  he  avoided  references  to  the  character  and  motives 
of  those  who  differed  from  him,  seeing  no  reason  for  attacking  those  of  whoso 
honesty  he  had  no  question.  This  feature  of  his  ministry,  together  with  his 
very  reverent  character  and  great  candor,  did  much  to  secure  him  a  hearing 
among  nnuiy  who  were  connected  with  other  sects.  The  result  was  a  large 
attendance  upon  his  preaching  in  the  several  i)laces  where  he  labored.  He 
did  not  confine  himself  to  tiic  towns  in  w  Inch  he  was  statedly  employed,  but 
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preached  lectures  during  tlie  week,  and  occasionally  spent  a  Sabbath  in  the 
adjoining  to\Mis. 

In  1824,  IVIr,  Willis  Avas  married  to  Almanda  K.  Simmons,  of  AVcstmore- 
land,  N.  H.,  a  young  lady  of  excellent  character,  and  worthy  to  be  the  com- 
panion of  a  Christian  minister.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  lie  removed  to 
Lebanon,  N.  H.,  where  he  remained  till  near  the  close  of  the  year  1826,  when 
he  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  His  ministry  in  both  these  places  Avas  highly 
successful,  and  he  enjoyed  the  love  anil  esteem  of  all  the  people.  While  at 
Troy,  he  started  a  semi-monthly  periodical,  called  the  Ecaiujelical  Repository, 
which,  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  was  united  with  the  Utica  Mmjazine,  of 
which  Mr.  WilHs  became  joint  editor  with  his  early  friend,  Kev.  Dolphus 
Skinner. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  year,  Mr.  Willis  removed  to  Salem,  Mass.  Here 
ho  found  a  field  of  labor  especially  suited  to  his  taste  and  his  talents  ;  and 
under  his  ministry  the  Society  rapidly  increased  in  numbers  and  strength.  It 
will  be  no  disparagement  to  the  several  worthy  and  able  ministers  who  have 
labored  with  the  parish  in  Salem,  to  say  that  no  one  of  them  took  a  more  ex- 
alted position  in  the  city,  or  did  more  for  the  interests  of  our  religion.  The 
high  moral  and  Christian  tone  of  his  preaching,  the  dignity  and  url)anity  of 
his  manners,  and  the  propriety  of  his  daily  walk,  secured  for  him  the  esteem 
not  only  of  his  own  parish,  but  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  universally 
regarded  as  a  true  minister,  and  as  an  example  of  the  l)elievers,  in  word,  in 
conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith  and  in  purity,  "^rhe  cause  of  his 
leaving  Salem  he  has  alluded  to  on  page  20.  Hence  he  removed  to  Washing- 
ton, N.  H.,  his  first  home  in  the  ministry. 

At  the  end  of  two  years  he  received  and  accej)ted  a  call  to  settle  with  the 
first  Society  in  Lynn,  where  he  commenced  his  labors  in  .lune,  IS'M).  While 
in  this  place,  he  declined  an  invitation  to  settle  in  ]?oxbury;  but,  during  the 
fourth  year  of  his  ministry,  he  accepted  one  given  him  from  Cambridgeport, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  His  own  i)oor  health  while  here,  and  the 
serious  illness  of  his  wife,  finally  induced  him  to  try  a  cliange  of  clime.  He 
therefore  removed  to  Claremont,  N.  IL,  where,  as  at  Washington,  he  paid 
some  attention  to  agriculture,  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  minister.  The 
object  of  this  removal  was  not  realized  ;  his  devoted  wife  continued  to  decline, 
till,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1846,  she  departed  from  earth. 

During  the  year  1847,  he  took  to  his  home  another  companion,  suitable  in 
age  and  character  as  a  mother  for  his  children,  and  a  hel})  for  the  minister  of 
Christ.  She  was  the  widow  of  Major  Daniel  George,  of  Warner,  N.  H. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Orange,  Mass.,  where  he  labored  with  great  suc- 
cess for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received  an  invitation  to 
settle  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  over  one  of  our  largest  and  best  Societies.  His 
ministry  here  was  highly  successful,  and  his  Society  i)rosperous  and  united. 
Thence  he  removed  to  his  farm  in  AVarner,  N.  H.,  his  present  home,  and 
where  he  has  resided  during  the  last  four  years,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  spent  with  the  Universalist  Society  in  AVest  Havcriiill.  There  have  been 
but  few  Sabbaths,  in  all  the  thirty-seven  years  of  his  ministry,  that  his  voice 
has  not  been  heard  in  the  advocacy  of  our  blessed  religion. 
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Mr.  Willis  has  been  a  diligent  student,  and  his  reading  has  been  well  select- 
ed. He  has  paid  considerable  attention  to  Latin  and  Greek,  and  some  to  the 
German  language,  and  is  able  to  translate  French  with  a  good  degree  of  accu- 
racy. He  is  a  plain,  strong,  chaste  writer,  and  an  energetic  and  commanding 
speaker.  He  has  good  judgment,  and  has  never  been  deluded  by  any  of  the 
fancies  of  dreamers.  His  ministry,  from  the  commencement  to  the  present 
day,  has  been  one  of  rare  success  ;  and  though  he  has  been  located  in  several 
places,  he  has  left  no  enemies*  in  any  of  them  ;  and  there  is  not  a  pulpit  in 
which  he  has  stood,  where  his  presence  would  not  excite  glad  emotions  in  all 
the  people.  Everywhere  ho  is  beloved,  honored  and  esteemed  ;  and  against 
his  fair  fume  even  suspicion  has  never  uttered  a  word.* 


The  successful  labors  of  Mr.  Willis,  in  establishing  a  Sabbath  School  in 
connection  with  his  charge  in  Salem,  are  mentioned  on  page  19;  (see  Note 
F  ;)  but  another  important  result  of  his  Christian  endeavors  is  not  alluded  to 
in  the  printed  Discourse.  Wo  refer  to  the  organization  of  the  "  Female  Sa- 
maritan Society,"  which  has  proved  one  of  the  most  useful  of  our  benevolent 
associations.  Though  taking  its  rise  in  the  Universalist  Society,  its  blessed 
charities  have  never  been  limited  to  sect,  nation,  or  color ;  but  the  worthy 
poor,  of  every  name,  have  been  sought  out  by  its  ministers  of  mercy,  and 
made  the  recipients  of  its  bounties. 

This  Society  was  formed  on  the  10th  of  December,  1832,  and  organized  by 
the  choice  of  the  following  officers  :  President  —  Mrs.  Lemuel  Willis  ;  Vice 
Presidents  —  Mrs.  Betsey  Savory,  JSIiss  Emeline  A.  Breed  ;  Secretary  —  Miss 
Martha  C.  Frothingham  ;  Treasurer-  —  Miss  Priscilla  Dutch  ;  Trustees  —  Mrs. 
Sally  Wellman,  Mrs.  Frances  Ilubon,  Mrs.  Eunice  W.  May,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Austin,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Smith,  Miss  Hannah  A.  Tibbets,  Miss  Cynthia 
Putnam,  Miss  Catharine  Jenks,  Miss  Julia  Ann  Alden.  Annually  its  appeals 
liave  been  made  to  the  benevolence  of  a  generous  public,  and  yearly  has  it 
increased  in  popular  favor,  as  its  objects  and  labors  have  become  the  better 
known.    Up  to  1859,  the  Managers  had  received  and  expended  $7,412  00. 

While  speaking  of  the  benevolent  ministrations  of  the  Samaritan  Society  to 
the  needy  in  general,  without  regard  to  religious  connections,  we  may  also 
mention  a  specific  legacy  to  the  Universalist  Society,  by  the  late  Jonathan 
Neal,  Esq.,  one  of  its  former  members,  who  died  Oct.  9th,  1837,  aged  78 
years.    The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  will :  — 

"  Now  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  poor,  expressly  for  the  very  poor  of  the 
Universalist  Society,  tlie  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  —  this  sum  to  be 
handed  over  to  the  Committee  of  said  Society,  and  to  be  distributed,  agreeably 
to  their  best  judgment,  to  the  poor  of  said  Society,  and  at  such  times  as  they 
think  proper  for  the  benefit  of  said  poor  of  that  Society.  I  hope  this  will  be 
done  without  partiality  ;  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  the  case. 

"  Salem,  June  8,  1837." 

*  The  substance  of  this  Sketch  is  abstracted  from  oue  of  considerable  length,  by 
Rev.  O.  A.  Skinner,  D.  D.,  in  the  "Universalist  Pulpit/'  No.  1,  for  January,  1851. 
Those  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Stetson,  Fisher  and  Ellis,  have  not  before  been  published. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  Dec.  17,  1837,  the  receipt  of  tliis  donation  was 
acknowledged  with  gratitude,  and  a  Special  Committee  of  three,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Perley  Putnam,  Lott  Alden  and  Thomas  Barker,  was  chosen  to  assist 
the  Standing  Committee  in  disposing  of  the  legacy,  "  according  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  will  of  the  donor." 


I).  — §4,  Page  21. 

Ebknezer  Fisher  was  horn  on  the  6th  of  February,  181. 5,  in  Plantation 
No.  3,  now  the  town  of  Charlotte,  in  Washington  County,  Maine.  His  father 
was  a  pioneer  in  that  region,  stern  and  rugged  in  its  features,  even  now  ;  but 
much  more  so  in  its  wilderness  state.  lie  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  and  had  full  experience  both  of  the  hardships  and  the  romance  of 
pioneer  life.  His  education,  with  the  exception  of  some  three  or  four  months 
at  the  Maine  Weslcyan  Seminary  in  Peadfield,  was  obtained  in  the  primitive 
common  schools  of  that  new  country ;  sustained  and  seconded,  however,  by 
the  energy  and  intelligence  of  a  little  community  made  up  of  emigrants  from 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  but  nearly  all  of  them  of  stock  derived 
from  the  old  towns  of  Dedham  and  Sharon,  in  Massachusetts.  His  early 
education  was  also  advanced  by  the  reading  of  every  book  that  came  within 
his  reach,  and  whose  contents  were  appro])riatcd  by  a  mind  of  keen  perception 
and  extensive  grasp,  and  a  soundness  of  judgment  that  made  the  best  use  of 
the  materials  furnished.  He  was  trained  in  the  lull  belief  of  the  doctrine  of 
endless  torment,  in  its  most  literal  and  terrific  forms  ;  and  for  some  years, 
believing  it  without  a  shadow  of  doubt,  his  sensitive  mind  absolutely  agonized 
under  its  withening  horrors. 

Happily,  however,  at  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years,  by  the  aid  of  Samuel 
Chandler  and  his  sister,  of  Canton,  Mass.,  he  came  into  the  possession  of 
Ballou's  Notes  on  the  Parables,  together  with,  perhaps,  some  twenty  numbers 
of  the  Trumpet,  and,  afterwards,  Balfour's  First  and  Second  Inquiries.  These 
were  as  light  from  heaven  to  his  clouded  and  tortured  mind,  and  soon  dissipa- 
ted the  darkness  of  that  night  in  which  he  had  lived.  Then,  for  the  first  time, 
ho  ventured  to  look  up  to  Heaven  in  trusting  confiilence,  and  began  dimly  to 
discern  the  face  of  Him  whom  now  he  so  reverently  and  lovingly  worships  — 
"  the  Father  of  Lights,  with  whom  is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turn- 
ing." 

At  about  the  age  of  twenty-two,  his  mind  began  to  turn  somewhat  decidedly 
toward  the  gospel  ministry.  During  his  twenty-tifth  year,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Maine  Legislature,  and  was  one  of  a  Committee  for  the  revision  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  State.  Engaged  in  this  employment  —  a  work  for  which  ho 
was  peculiarly  fitted  —  he  spent  several  months  in  Augusta,  the  capital,  where 
he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Revs.  William  A.  Drew,  Darius  Forbes,  and 
others,  by  whose  kind  advice  he  was  encouraged  to  enter  the  gospel  ministry. 
For  this  purpose  he  received  a  letter  of  Fellowship  from  the  Maine  Conven- 
tion, at  its  session  of  1840,  held  at  Albion.  His  first  sermon  was  preached  in 
a  school  house  in  Milltown,  on  the  29th  of  November,  in  the  same  year. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1841,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amy  W.,  daugh- 
ter of  Adna  Leighton,  Esq.,  of  Pembroke,  IMe.    In  all  the  peculiar  qualities 
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essential  in  the  wife  of  a  Christian  minister,  there  is  safety  in  saying  that  Mrs. 
Fisher  has  few  if  any  superiors.  Gentle  and  affable  in  manner ;  of  fine  social 
qualities  and  rare  conversational  powers  ;  active  in  temperament,  and  deeply 
interested  in  whatever  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  her  husband's 
charge,  her  sympathy  and  aid  tend  largely  to  cheer  and  lighten  his  severer 
labors,  while  she  wins  the  sinccrest  love  of  all  who  know  her. 

In  July,  1841,  ^Ir.  Fisher  took  charge  of  the  Uuiversalist  Society  at  Addi- 
son Point,  Me.,  where  lie  remained  until  April,  1847,  preaching  to  Societies 
in  Columbia,  Epping,  Indian  lliver,  and  Cherry  field.  But  these  Societies 
were  small,  and  the  means  of  support  necessarily  very  limited ;  and  when  an 
opportunity  was  offered  for  improvement  in  both  respects,  it  was  gladly  ac- 
cepted. 

In  response  to  the  unanimous  call  of  the  Society  in  Salem,  Mr.  Fisher  re- 
moved to  this  city  in  April,  1847.  Here  he  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  his  people,  whose  affectionate  regards  he  possessed  in  an 
unlimited  degree,  while  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  our  citizens.  After  a 
successful  ministry  of  nearly  six  years,  tin  aggravated  disease  of  the  vocal 
organs  compelled  him  to  suspend  for  some  mouths  his  ministerial  labors,  and 
finally,  with  great  reluctance,  to  resign  his  pastoral  charge,  and  seek  an  easier 
post. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1853,  he  took  diarge  of  the  Society  in  South 
Dedham,  Mass.  In  that  quiet,  moral  and  beautiful  little  village,  amid  gener- 
ous friends,  and  cheered  by  Christian  sympathy,  his  health  and  strength  were 
restored  to  their  wonted  measure  of  fulness  ;  and  there  he  had  hoped  to  re- 
main for  many  peaceful  years.  But  in  January,  1858,  he  received  a  pressing 
invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Theological  School  in  Canton, 
N.  Y.;  and  while  he  never  would  have  sought  a  position  of  so  great  responsi- 
bility, he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  a  call  to  a  labor  evidently  so  impor- 
tant to  the  welfare  of  our  denomination.  Accordingly  he  removed  to  that 
place,  and  commenced  his  labors  on  the  15th  of  April,  1858. 

The  mental  constitution  of  Mr.  Fisher  eminently  tits  him  for  the  position 
he  now  occupies.  Endowed  with  a  powerful  intellect,  keen  perceptive  facul- 
ties, an  almost  faultless  logical  acumen,  rare  soundness  of  judgment,  and  a 
reverential  and  ardent  devotion  to  his  Master's  work,  he  can  hardly  fail  to  be 
useful  and  successful  as  a  teacher  of  Theological  Science.  Without  special 
pretensions  to  the  graces  of  oratory,  his  pulpit  efibrts  are  characterized  by 
ponderous  strength,  his  discourses  displaying  remarkable  compactness  of 
thought  and  force  of  expression.  Ho  is  now  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  man- ' 
hood,  and  we  trust  that  a  long  life  of  usefulness  is  yet  before  him. 


D.  — §5,  Page  21. 

Sumner  Ellis,  the  last  and  the  youngest  of  our  ex-Pastors,  was  born  in 

North  Orange,  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1828.  The 

homestead  stands  about  one  mile  north  of  the  village,  in  a  deep,  woody  vale, 

lined  on  either  side  by  rugged  mountains  ; 

"Where,  ou  a  small  hereditary  farm, 

An  uuproductive  slip  of  rugged  groundj 

His  pareuts,  with  their  numerous  ollsprnig,  dwelt." 
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He  wus  the  youngest  of  ten  childi-en,  five  of  wliom,  together  with  their  vener- 
ated father,  have  passed  on  to  the  "  better  country,  even  an  heavenly."  Ho 
very  early  turned  his  attention  to  study,  set  his  purpose  toward  a  profession, 
and,  as  early  as  his  thirteenth  or  fom-tcenth  year,  liad  determined  to  make  the 
Christian  ministry  his  calling.  His  dreams,  by  night  and  by  day,  were  of 
[)reaching  and  its  collateral  senices,  and  never  did  he  lose  sight  of  the  great 
end  of  the  clerical  office  —  the  proclamation  of  Divine  Truth  and  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Divine  Life  among  men.  "  He  immediately  commenced  a  careful 
study  of  the  Scriptures,  that  in  later  years  he  might  the  better  defend  them. 
In  this  lauda])Ie  resolution,  lie  had  the  constant  encouragement  of  his  mother, 
and  afterward  of  his  father,  who  at  tirst  had  advised  liim  to  the  profession  of 
the  law. 

His  early  opporttmities  for  schooling  were  only  stich  as  are  usually  enjoyed 
in  country  vilhiges,  but  those  opportunities  were  diligently  improved  ;  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  during  the  winter  sea- 
son. The  following  Spring  he  commenced  a  course  of  study  at  the  Melrose 
Academy  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  under  Universnlist  auspices.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three  months  in  each  winter,  when  he  was  engaged  in  teaching, 
he  continued  his  studies  for  some  five  years,  until  he  commenced  a  professional 
course  with  Kev.  Dr.  Ballon,  of  Medford.  One  year  of  this  time  he  was  a 
private  student  with  Rev.  Addison  Brown,  the  Unitarian  clergyman  of  Brat- 
tleboro', with  whom  he  read  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  and  the  Greek  New 
Testament.  Subsequently  he  attended  Academy  at  New  Salem,  Mass.,  an 
institution  under  Orthodox  control.  Here,  besides  his  regular  course,  ho  gave 
especial  attention  to  theological  study,  for  immediate  purposes  of  debate.  He 
stood  almost  alone  in  sentiment,  and  quite  alone  in  liis  avowed  purpose ;  but 
confidence  of  being  right  gave  him  additional  strength,  and  he  never  avoided, 
but  rather  couited,  debate.  His  tendencies  then  were  dogmatic,  doctrinal, 
controversial ;  and  he  loved  —  what  since  he  has  come  to  dislike  — discussion. 

From  this  place,  Mr.  Ellis  went  to  Medford,  Mass.,  to  study  for  the  minis- 
try. He  had  already  preached  a  few  times  —  "  to  good  acceptance,"  said  his 
friends.  He  spent  but  a  few  months  Avith  Dr.  Ballou,  being  invited  to  settle 
as  a  colleague  with  the  llev.  Sebastian  Streeter,  of  Boston,  and  concluding  to 
accept  tlie  invitation.  Before  entering  upon  this,  his  first  and  very  flattering 
settlement,  an  interesting  and  perpetually  gladdening  event  transpired  in  his 
native  town,  the  character  of  which  was  thus  indicated  by  the  "  Trumpet "  of 
that  period,  viz  :  —  "  In  Orange,  by  Bcv,  Levi  Ballou,  Rev.  Sumner  Ellis, 
Associate  Pastor  of  the  fii-st  Univcrsalist  Society  in  Boston,  to  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Morton,  of  O." 

With  his  young  and  excellent  wife  —  the  worthy  companion  of  a  worthy 
Christian  minister  —  Mr.  Ellis  returned  to  Boston,  and  commenced  his  minis- 
try in  the  Autumn  of  1851,  his  Ordination  and  Installation  occurring  on  the 
nth  of  November,  Tlie  period  of  his  stay  in  Boston,  of  from  tAvo  to  three 
years,  was  one  of  mudi  advantage  to  him,  both  mentally  and  socially ;  yet, 
just  commencing  as  he  was,  it  was  also  a  period  of  severe  toil  and  wearing 
industry.    The  most  friendly  relations  ever  existed  between  himself  and  the 
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venerable  senior  Pastor,  toward  whom  his  heart  goes  out  in  constant  gratitude 
for  the  manifold  assistance  rendered  him  in  his  upward  struggles. 

lleceiving  a  cordial  invitation  to  settle  with  the  Society  in  Salem,  he  was 
induced  to  change  his  field  of  lal)or,  and  accept  the  call.  The  general  char- 
acter of  his  services,  and  his  success  while  here,  aj-o  truly  indicated  in  the 
Address  of  Mr.  Willis.  After  a  faithful  and  zealous  ministry  in  Salem  of 
nearly  five  years,  he  made  an-angements  for  realizing  a  long-cherished  pur- 
pose, that  of  spending  a  few  years  at  Cambridge  College,  where  he  might 
acquire  a  more  thorough  mental  training,  and  a  still  higher  degree  of  qualifi- 
cation for  his  sacred  calling,  which  his  heart's  desire  is  to  honor  and  adorn  in 
all  things.  Metaphysics  and  the  German  Language  constitute  the  principal 
line  of  liis  collegiate  studies,  which  he  is  still  very  successfully  pursuing. 

About  the  time  of  his  leaving  Salem,  a  movement  had  been  made  to  estab- 
iisli  a  Universalist  Society  at  East  Brighton,  and,  unexpectedly  to  himself,  Mr. 
Ellis  was  invited  to  become  their  first  Pastor.  With  the  assurance  that  his 
duties  should  not  be  arduous,  nor  intcifere  with  his  contemplated  studies,  he 
accepted  the  invitation.  His  labors  here  have  Ixien  successful,  though  he  has 
thus  far  combined  the  life  of  the  student  with  that  of  the  Christian  teacher ; 
and  no  period  of  his  life  has  been  one  of  richer  enjoyment. 

Perhaps  the  most  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  mind  of  Mr.  Ellis,  is 
that  whicli  we  may  denominate  spiritualitij.  His  preaching  is  never  dogmatic, 
and  very  rarely  controversial,  even  in  the  mildest  form.  His  discourses 
abound  with  exhortations  to  cultivate  the  Christian  graces  of  the  heai-t,  in 
endeavors  to  develop  the  atfectional  nature,  and  draw  it  out  into  close  and 
constant  spiritual  communion  with  God.  I)cej)ly  reverential,  and  with  strong 
filial  emotions,  })raycr  is  the  natural  language  of  his  soul ;  and  no  one  can 
long  listen  to  his  appeals,  without  being  made  to  feel  the  beauty  and  divinity 
of  an  humble  and  truly  religious  life.  His  meat  and  his  drink  is  to  do  the 
will  of  his  Master,  and  long  may  his  life  be  spared  to  labor  in  the  vineyard  of 

his  Lord.   

P:.  — Pace  19. 
Church  Organization. 

The  Church,  as  a  bo<ly  of  Christian  believers  distinct  fi'om  the  Society,  was 
organized  on  the  25th  of  February,  1810,  and  consisted  of  thirty-seven  mem- 
bers, niostly  "  elderly  jjcrsons."  The  Deacons  were  Jonathan  Beckford  and 
Nathaniel  Frothingham.  Mr.  Beckford  was  a  remarkably  mild,  gentle,  loving 
and  lovable  old  man,  toward  whom  the  best  aficctions  of  the  heart  instinctive- 
ly went  forth.  No  one  knew  him  but  to  love  him,  and  an  enemy  he  probably 
never  had.  He  was  familiarly  known  and  addressed,  by  young  and  old,  as 
"  Brother  Beckford."  He  died  on  the  6th  of  January,  1813,  leaving  the  care 
of  the  table,  and  his  official  mantle,  (which  ho  had  received  from  Benj.  Ward, 
Es(j[.,)  with  his  young  brother  Frothingham,  who  continued  most  faithfully 
and  religiously  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  thus  imposed  upon  him,  until, 
deeply  to  the  regret  of  all,  he  voluntarily  relinquished  them  in  1844.  During 
all  that  period  of  thirty-four  years,  he  served  as  the  clerk  of  the  church.  But, 
though  personally  absent  for  a  season,  his  heart  was  ever  ))resent  with  the 
church,  and  his  latter  days  were  spent  in  loving  communion  with  its  members. 
The  use  of  wine  was  continued  until  the  20th  of  August,  1841,  when  the  use  of 
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water  was  adopted,  in  the  belief  thftt  it  was  a  better  substitute  for  the  pure  fruit 
of  the  vine,  tlian  the  adulterated  wines  of  modern  manufaeture. 


F.  — Page  20. 
The  Sabbath  School. 
No  event,  within  the  history  of  the  Society,  has  been  marked  witli  equally 
important  results  as  that  of  the  establislmient  of  the  Sabbath  School ;  and  Mr. 
WilHs  may  well  look  back  upon  this  branch  of  his  labors  with  a  commend- 
able pride  and  a  Christian  satisfaction.  The  rise  of  this  School,  and  the  favor- 
able turn  in  the  tide  of  the  Society's  affairs,  were  simultaneous  events  ;  and  so 
long  as  the  former  is  encouraged  and  fostered,  so  long  will  the  latter  continue 
to  be  prosperous,  —  at  least,  the  history  of  the  last  thirty  years  would  seem  to 
justify  this  prophecy.  In  a  private  letter,  under  date  of  Nov.  10,  1858,  Mr. 
Willis  wrote,  referring  to  his  motives  in  organizing  the  School  :  —  "I  believed 
then,  as  I  know  now,  that  the  Sabbath  School,  in  a  pre-eminent  manner,  is  to 
be  the  nursery  of  the  churcli,  and  give  to  it  success  and  permanence."  On 
the  first  Sabbath,  some  forty  children  and  ten  teachers  assembled  in  the  Ves- 
try, and  commenced  their  work.  The  school  increased,  so  that  the  average 
attendance,  before  the  close  of  the  first  year,  was  from  eighty  to  one  hundred. 
In  a  letter  to  tiie  Society,  dated  Sept.  12,  1830,  the  late  Dca.  Frothingham 
wrote :  — 

"  Truly  can  we  say  that  we  have  much  reason  to  be  encouraged  on  account 
of  our  prosperity  of  late.  Our  Society  is  now  quite  large,  having  increased, 
during  the  last  year  and  a  half,  about  seventy  i)er  cent.  Our  Church  has  re- 
cently received  an  accession  of  several  members  ;  and  our  Sabbath  School, 
established  last  May,  is  composed  of  about  one  hundred  scholars,  and  is  in 
successful  operation." 

It  would  be'a  pleasant  task  to  present  a  detailed  history  of  this  School  to 
the  present  time,  but  want  of  space  will  admit  of  only  a  general  view  of  its 
government. 

Mr.  Willis  performed  the  duties  of  Superintendent  during  the  first  year, 
with  Aaron  Furbeck,  jr.,  as  Librarian  and  Treasurer.  Its  success  in  that 
time  has  already  been  mentioned.    He  was  succeeded  by 

James  KixMUall,  Avho  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  objects  of  the  organ- 
ization. He  obtained  the  first  subscription  in  aid  of  the  School,  amounting  to 
some  fifty  dollars,  with  which  was  made  the  first  purcliase  of  books  for  the 
library,  which  at  first  comprised  only  such  volumes  as  were  presented  by  its 
friends.  A  Debating  Society  was  formed  about  this  time,  embracing  the 
teachers  of  the  School  and  the  younger  members  of  the  Society.  By  this  a 
great  degree  of  interest  was  awakened,  and  the  sessions  were  largely  attended. 
Mr.  Kimball  continued  as  Superintendent  for  one  or  two  years,  when 

Isaac  H.  Frothingham,  now  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  appointed  to  that 
oftice.    Who  immediately  followed  Mr.  Frothingham,  is  not  now  certain ;  but 

John  Grant,  jr.,  assumed  the  superintendency  in  May,  1835,  continuing 
in  the  office  until  the  close  of  the  School  In  the  Fall  of  1837  — there  being,  at 
that  time,  no  winter  sessions.    To  Mr.  Grant  succeeded 

William  Calley,  who  resigned  in  July,  1839. 

John  WiiirrLB  was  next  appointed  to  the  oftice,  and  resigned  April  13, 
1840. 
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Aaron  Purbeck,  jr.,  served  as  Superintendent  until  Sept.,  1841,  when 

Dr.  Jeremiah  A.  Robinson  was  chosen.    He  held  the  office  until  Api 
10,  1843,  when  other  duties  obliged  him  to  resign. 

Rev.  Linus  S.  Everett  was  appointed  liis  successor,  on  the  20th  • 
April,  and  filled  the  ofHce,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  School,  until  tl 
annual  meeting  in  September  following.    On  the  27th  of  that  month, 

John  Grant,  jr.,  was  'again  chosen  to  the  office.  At  that  meeting,  tw 
Assistant  Superintendents  were  appointed,  viz  :  —  Messrs  Daniel  Varney  an 
Lewis  Putnam.  The  first  existing  records  of  the  School  were  commenced  j 
the  same  tune.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1844,  Mr.  Putnam  resigned  as  Assis 
ant,  and  Aaron  Goldthwait,  jr.,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Grar 
also  resigned  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  was  succeeded,  on  the  4th  of  June,  by 

Daniel  Varney,  who  filled  the  vacancy  until  the  Annual  Meeting,  Sepi 
30,  1844.  He  was  then  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  with  L,  S.  Everel 
and  C.  W.  Swasey  as  Assistants.  Mr.  Varney  declined  a  re-election  in  1845 
and  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Sept.  28, 

Charles  W.  Swasey  was  chosen  Superintendent,  and  very  reluctantly 
in  view  of  his  youth,  (being  but  21  years  of  age,)  accepted  the  trust.  Or 
the  27th  of  February,  1849,  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  office  by 

Aaron  Goldthwait,  jr.,  who  served  the  School  faithfully  until  Septem- 
ber, 1858,  when 

Thomas  H,  Barnes  ixjceived  the  election  to  the  office  of  Superintendent, 
which  he  now  holds. 

This  School  was  one  of  the  first  to  give  Exhibitions  by  its  pupils,  which 
proved  highly  interesting  for  a  series  of  years.  Annual  Fairs  and  Pic-Nics 
have  also  served  to  give  a  pleasant  variety  to  the  ordinary  services.  The 
Library  now  comprises  some  six  hundred  volumes,  and,  for  many  years,  the 
number  of  pupils  has  averaged  nearly  three  hundred. 

G.— Page  22. 
Alterations  and  Improvements. 

There  have  been  two  considerable  transformations  of  the  interior  of  the 
Meeting-house,  since  its  erection,  and  the  Cellar  beneath  it  has  likewise  under- 
gone a  material  change. 

Originally,  the  spaciouij  cellar  was  divided  into  eastern  and  western  halves, 
and  used  for  purposes  of  storage,  by  Ropes  &  Wellman,  James  W.  Stearns, 
William  Fabens,  the  Prison  Ship  Aurora,  James  C.  King,  P.  &  A.  Chase, 
Jonathan  Ncal  —  and  so  on  to  the  ))rcsent  day.  For  a  long  course  of  years, 
the  corps  of  Independent  Cadets,  Mechanic  Light  Infantry,  and  Artillery,  met 
there  from  time  to  time,  for  drill  and  discipline.  In  August,  1826,  a  portion 
of  the  Avestern  half  was,  for  the  iirst  time,  finished  into  a  room,  and  furnished 
with  marginal  seats,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  singing  school. 

During  all  these  years,  the  only  entrance  was  from  the  northern  end  of  the 
house,  near  the  base  of  which,  the  tide  of  the  North  River  rolled  in.  This 
fact  renders  the  more  pertinent  the  line  in  Mr.  Ballou's  hymn,  on  page  67, 
"Here,  on  the  margin  of  the  tide."  It  was  not  until  1831  that  the  "New 
Road,"  now  Bridge  street,  which  skirts  the  northern  boundary  of  the  church, 
was  laid  out,  and  accepted  by  the  city  in  1832. 
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Tliis  finished  portion  of  the  ccllur  was  Kul)scquently  furnislicd  witli  addi- 
tional seats,  and  nsed  for  the  sessions  of  the  Sabhatli  Scliool.  In  June,  1839, 
it  underwent  some  further  alterations,  when  the  entnincc  was  changed  from 
the  northern  to  the  southern  end  of  tlic  Vestry,  at  an  expense  of  $451.00.  In 
the  Spring  of  1855  it  was  considerably  enlarged,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$600.00,  and  is  now  u  spacious  and  commodious  lecture  room. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1840,  the  singing  seats  in  the  church  were  so 
changed  as  to  make  room  for  the  reception  of  a  fine  organ,  built  by  the  Messrs. 
Hook,  formerly  of  Salem.  This  instrument  contains  17  stops  and  906  pipes, 
and  was  purchased  for  $1,800.  But  the  first  considerable  alteration  in  the 
interior  of  the  building  was  commenced  on  Monday,  March  14,  1842.  The 
Sabbath  following,  the  services  were  held  in  the  vestry,  but  subsequently  in 
Mechanic  Hall,  until  the  8th  of  May,  when,  the  changes  being  completed, 
services  were  again  resumed  in  the  church.  In  the  morning,  Mr.  Everett 
preached  an  appropriate  discourse  from  Gen.  xxviii,  17.  The  improvements 
at  this  time  consisted  of,  1st,  taking  out  the  old  gallery  pews,  and  replacing 
them  with  new  ones ;  2d,  relaying  and  enlarging  the  orchcstrc  ;  3d,  painting 
the  walls  and  ceiling  in  frescoe ;  4th,  taking  up  the  entry  floors,  of  wood,  and 
replacing  them  with  brick  ;  5th,  removing  two  pews  from  between  the  inner 
doors,  to  prepare  room  for  the  stoves  ;  6th,  building  two  new  chimneys ;  7th, 
painting  the  front  of  the  gallery,  the  outside  of  the  fioor  pews,  and  the  pulpit ; 
8th,  for  the  first  time  cai-peting  the  house  throughout  —  the  latter  being 
done  by  the  ladies.    The  whole  expense  was  about  $1,000. 

The  next  transformation  was  that  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Willis's  Discourse,  and 
which  was  commenced  on  Thursday,  Jan.  11,  1855.  During  the  j)rocess  of 
the  work,  religious  services  were  held  in  Lyceum  Hall,  from  Jan.  14  to  March 
18,  and  in  the  vestry,  (the  enlargement  there  having  been  completed,)  from 
March  25  to  May  20.  On  the  27th,  the  church  was  re-opened,  and  crowdetl 
to  its  utmost  capacity.  Mr.  Ellis's  discourse,  ai)propriate  to  the  occasion, 
was  from  1st  Cor.,  iii,  16.  The  work  of  improvement  in  the  house  consisted 
in  raising  the  fioor  some  two  feet ;  removing  the  old-fashioned  long,  square, 
and  high  pews,  of  which  there  were  104,  and  building  122  slips  of  modern 
style,  so  arranged  as  to  form  the  segment  of  a  circle  ;  putting  in  a  new  pulpit, 
presented  by  the  ladies,  at  a  cost  of  $500.00  ;  re-carpeting  the  house  ;  re-fres- 
coing the  walls  and  ceiling;  putting  blinds  on  the  inner  side  of  the  windows  ; 
changing  the  entrances  to  the  gallery ;  newly  painting  all  the  wood  work ; 
and  putting  a  furnace  in  the  cellar.  The  entire  cost,  exclusive  of  the  pulpit, 
was  $3,976.75. 

In  the  Summer  of  1857,  an  old  dwelling  house  was  removed  from  near  the 
front  of  the  church,  when  the  yard  was  much  enlarged,  and  further  improve- 
ments were  made.  A  brick  sidewalk  was  laid  from  the  entrance  of  the  vestry 
to  Federal  street,  228  feet  long  and  6  wide  ;  a  brick  walk  in  the  yard,  65  feet 
long  and  12  wide,  spreading  at  the  northern  end  to  the  width  of  the  church  ; 
new  stone  and  wood  fences  were  built  on  the  eastern  and  southern  boundaries, 
and  on  the  western  an  iron  fence,  85  1-2  feet  long.  A  row  of  Arbor  Vitajs 
was  planted,  some  other  trees  were  set  out,  and  the  unpavcd  portion  of  the 
yard  was  finished  with  alternate  gravel  and  sod.  The  cost  of  this  last  ini- 
provcmcut  was  $654.00. 
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